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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Second report of the Committee of the Executive Board to 

Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the 

Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly 

1» At its seventy-fifth session (January 1985), in resolution EB75.R16,^ the Executive 
Board established a Committee consisting of Dr J . M . Borgoño, Mr A . Grímsson, Dr R . Hapsara 
and Professor J . Roux to consider, inter alia， the subject of "Members in arrears in the 
payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution", 
and to report thereon to the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly on behalf of the Board. The 
Committee met on 6 May 1985 under the chairmanship of Professor Roux. 

2. The committee had before it a report by the Director-General, attached as an annex, 
which indicated that at 30 April 1985 twelve Members - Burundi, Central African Republic, 
Comoros, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania, Paraguay, Peru, Romania, 
Saint Lucia and Zaire - were in arrears to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the 
Constitution. The Committee was advised that since the date of issuance of the 
Director-General 1 s report sufficient contribution payments had been received from or on 
behalf of the Central African Republic, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Paraguay and Peru 
to remove these five Members from the list of Members in arrears to an extent which may 
invoke Article 7 of the Constitution. 

3. The Committee expressed serious concern over the increase in recent years in delays in 
the payment of contributions by a number of Members. At the same time, there was an increase 
in recent years in the number of Members which were in arrears in the payment of their 
contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution. Although the 
total amount due from the seven Members still concerned by Article 7 of the Constitution 
(Í2 111 834) had a lesser impact on the finances of the Organization than the total amount 
due from the 49 Members which had not paid any part of their 1984 contribution (¿20 489 358), 
it was clear that in view of the deteriorating trend the Committee should make 
recommendations in accordance with the mandate of operative paragraph 4 of resolution 
WHA37.7,

2
 which reads as follows: 

"4. CONSIDERS that in future years the Health Assembly should decide to suspend the 
voting rights of Members subject to Article 7 of the Constitution as a matter of course, 
unless in a particular case there are exceptional circumstances justifying the retention 
of the right to vote which have been communicated by the Member concerned;" 

4 . The Committee therefore considered that, unless special and exceptional circumstances 
prevailed, the suspension of voting rights should be applied to the Members in arrears to an 
extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution, and it proceeded to review the 
situation regarding each Member in this situation. 

5• The Committee was informed of a telex received by the Director-General on 2 May 1985 in 
which Comoros had indicated that it was experiencing a severe treasury crisis, mainly because 
the entire vanilla crop, which normally provided 50% of its export earnings, had had to be 
sold at a loss, and it was therefore unable to pay the arrears of the contributions by 
6 May 1985. The situation was expected to improve by July or August, thus enabling Comoros 
to discharge at least part of its arrears. Although the Committee accepted the 
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2 WHO Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Volume II, page 304. 
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justifications provided by Burundi and Comoros, it nevertheless requested the 
Director-General to obtain from Burundi details of the proposed payment plan. The Committee 
also felt that special circumstances prevented Mauritania and Saint Lucia from fulfilling 
their obligations. As to Guinea-Bissau and Zaire, it was hoped that in response to the cable 
by the Director-General payment of at least part of the contribution would be made. A cable 
communication was also to be sent to Romania； if no response is received prior to the 
meeting of Committee В dealing with this item, the Committee, taking into account the fact 
that no payment has been received since 1981, recommends that the voting privileges of 
Romania be suspended for this Health Assembly, 

6. Based on the information available at the time of the meeting, the Committee recommends 

the following resolution to the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly: 

The Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Committee of the Executive Board to Consider 

Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly on Members in 

arrears to an extent which may invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution;^ 

Recalling resolution WHA37.7 whereby it was decided that in future years the Health 
Assembly should suspend the voting rights of Members subject to Article 7 of the 
Constitution as a matter of course, unless in a particular case there were exceptional 
circumstances justifying the retention of the right to vote which had been communicated 
by the Member concerned; 

Having noted that Burundi, Comoros, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania, Romania, Saint Lucia 
and Zaire are in arrears to such an extent that it is necessary for the Health Assembly 
to consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the voting 
privileges of these Members should be suspended; 

Having noted that Guinea-Bissau has indicated that arrangements for the transfer of 

funds are being made； 

Having noted that Burundi and Comoros have conveyed the nature of difficulties they 
are experiencing in making payment； 

Being of the opinion that Mauritania, Saint Lucia and Zaire are experiencing 
difficulties similar to those conveyed by Burundi and Comoros； 

Having noted that the indebtedness of Romania dates from 1981 and that no written 
communications have been received from Romania by the Director-General since the closure 
of the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly in May 1984; 

1• EXPRESSES serious concern at the number of Members in recent years which have been 

subject to Article 7 of the Constitution； 

2. DECIDES not to suspend 

Mauritania, Saint Lucia and 

3. DECIDES to suspend the 

4 . URGES these Members to 

the voting privileges of Burundi, Comoros, Guinea-Bissau, 
Zaire； 

voting privileges of Romania; 

intensify 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to 
concerned• 

efforts in order 

communicate this 

to regularize their position; 

resolution to the Members 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Seventy-fifth Session 

Committee of the Executive Board to Consider 
Certain Financial Matters prior to the 
Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly 

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Report by the Director-General 

1• Introduction 

The Eighth World Health Assembly resolved in resolution WHA8.13 (May 1955) that, "if a 
Member is in arrears in the payment of its financial contributions to the Organization in an 
amount which equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding 
two full years at the time of the opening of the World Health Assembly in any future year, 
the Assembly shall consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not 
the right of vote of such a Member shall be suspended". 

Pursuant to resolution WHA16.20 of the Sixteenth World Health Assembly (May 1963), the 
Executive Board, at sessions when the agenda of the Health Assembly is prepared, is required 
"to make specific recommendations, with the reasons therefor, to the Health Assembly with 
regard to any Members in arrears in the payment of contributions to the Organization to an 
extent which would invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution". 

In the same resolution, the Health Assembly invited the Members concerned to submit to 

the Executive Board a statement of their intentions as to payment, so that the Health 

Assembly, when it considers the matter in accordance with the provisions of resolution 

WHA8.13, will be able to make its decision on the basis of the statements of such Members and 

the recommendations of the Executive Board. 

Finally, under the terms of the resolution the Director-General was requested to study 
their difficulties with the Members concerned and to report to the appropriate sessions of 
the Executive Board and the Health Assembly. 

2. Members concerned 

As at 30 April 1985， when this document was prepared, the following twelve Members were 

in arrears for amounts which equalled or exceeded their contributions for two full years 

prior to 1985: Burundi, Central African Republic, Comoros, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, 

Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania, Paraguay, Peru, Romania, Saint Lucia and Zaire. The number of 

Members concerned at 30 April 1985 represented a substantial increase as compared with the 

number of Members concerned at the time of adoption of relevant resolutions by the Health 

Assembly in the previous five years, as follows: 

Year Number of Members concerned 

May 1980 4 
May 1981 4 
May 1982 2 
May 1983 5 
May 1984 2 

The status of the prior years' arrears of contributions of the Members concerned is shown in 

the Annex to this document. 

EB75/CFI/2 
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3. Action taken by the Director-General 

The Executive Board, at its meeting in January 1985, having noted the report 1 of the 
Director-General on Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent 
which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution, requested the Director-General to continue 
his contacts with those Members.^ The Director-General, as requested, communicated in 
February 1985 with the Members concerned, urging them to pay their arrears or, if they were 
unable to do so before the opening of the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly, to provide a 
statement of their intentions as to payment for presentation to the Committee of the 
Executive Board to Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty-eighth World Health 
Assembly. Further communications were sent by the Director-General in March and April 1985 
to the twelve Members concerned. 

4 . Communications and payments received since the closure of the Thirty-seventh World 

Health Assembly 

The intentions as to payment of the Members concerned, as conveyed in the most recent 

communications received by the Director-General since the closure of the Thirty-seventh World 

Health Assembly (May 1984), are as follows: 

- I n a telex dated 29 April 1985, Burundi expressed its preoccupation and concern 
regarding the arrears of contributions, stating that at present the country was 
experiencing considerable foreign exchange difficulties although it was hoped that the 
situation would improve in the near future. The telex added that Burundi would convey 
its payment plans as soon as possible. 

- I n a telex dated 1 March 1985, the Central African Republic informed the 

Director-General that arrangements were being made to transfer the equivalent of 
approximately USt 20 000 to WHO. When received, this payment would remove the Central 
African Republic from the list of Members to which the provisions of Article 7 may be 
applied• 

- I n a telex dated 20 April 1985, Guinea Bissau informed the Director-General that 

arrangements were being made to transfer USj 20 000 immediately and the remaining 

balance of arrears within a month. 

- I n a telex dated 10 April 1985, Peru informed the Director-General that it would not 
be possible to effect payment prior to the opening of the Health Assembly and that 
payment was likely to be made in September 1985. 

The only payment received from the Members concerned since the closure of the 
Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly (May 1984) has been applied as follows: 

Amount 
Member Date in US$ Credited to 

Peru 11 July 1984 67 490 1982 instalment of contribution 

(balance) 

5. Action to be taken by the Committee 

The Committee will wish to decide what recommendations to make on behalf of the 
Executive Board to the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly. It could recommend: 

(1) that the voting rights of any of the Members concerned be suspended unless 
additional payments or satisfactory reasons for non-payment are received prior to the 
time when this item is dealt with by the Health Assembly; or 

(2) that these Members be given additional time in which to make payment of their 
arrears while retaining their voting rights at the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

1 Document EB75/29. 

2 Document EB75/1985/REC/1, p . 16, decision EB75(4). 
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ANNEX 

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN EXTENT 

WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Status of prior years
1
 arrears as at 30 April 1985 

Amounts payable during 

Members 
1981 1982 1983 1984 

Total 

US t US t US t US i US 

Burundi - 1 49 7£ 22 495 23 510 47 502 

Central African 
Republic 

一 1 1711 22 495 23 510 47 176 

Comoros 1 7301 22 495 22 495 23 510 70 230 

Dominican Republic 
-

25 
58 

683¿ 
563¿ 

25 
67 

683b 

490 
25 
70 

683互 
540 273 642 

Guatemala - - 44 995 47 025 92 020 

Guinea-Bissau - 22 494â 22 495 23 510 68 499 

Mauritania - 3 070¿ 22 495 23 510 49 075 

Paraguay - - 13 
22 

650£ 
495 

13 
23 

650三 
510 73 305 

Peru - - 134 980 164 585 299 565 

Romania 409 7901 449 935 449 935 446 730 1 756 390 

Saint Lucia - 5 6281 22 495 23 510 51 633 

Zaire — — 44 995 23 510 68 505 

—Balance of contribution. 

—Annual instalment payable by the Dominican Republic in accordance with 
resolution WHA33.7 in respect of its consolidated arrears of contributions part of which 
relate to the period 1965 to 1970. 

£ Annual instalment payable by Paraguay in accordance with resolution WHA28.18 in 
respect of its consolidated arrears of contributions for the period 1972-1975, 

= ； = = 


