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APPLICATION FROM AN INTERNATIONAL NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 

REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH W H O
1 

1• Name of international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the organization") 
INTERNATIONAL PHYSICIANS FOR THE PREVENTION OF NUCLEAR WAR (IPPNW) 
LE MOUVEMENT DES MEDECINS DU MONDE CONTRE LA GUERRE NUCLEAIRE 

2. Address of secretariat and name of person to whom correspondence should be addressed 

Mr C . Nugent 
Executive Director 
225 Longwood Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02115 
ÎJSÂ 

3. General objectives of the organization 

have 
IPPNW is founded on the principle that, 
a strong ethical commitment to preserve 

necessarily extend to the global community. 

by virtue of their Hippocratic Oath, physicians 
human life and health and that this concern must 
Not only can physicians fully understand the 

medical implications of nuclear war; their professional identity transcends national and 
political boundaries and makes it possible for them to speak with one voice on this critical 
issue. IPPNW seeks to bring together physicians of diverse national identities to apply 
their medical expertise to the problem of preventing nuclear war and controlling the nuclear 
arms race. In general, IPPNW seeks to coordinate the activities of national physicians 
groups, to foster communication among these groups, and to assist in the establishment of new 
physicians groups• 

4 . Main activities 

World Congresses• The First International Congress was held in Washington D.C., USA, in 
1981 with attendance by some 100 physicians from Canada, Federal Republic of Germany, France, 
Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, The Second International 
Congress was held in the United Kingdom in 1982 with attendance by 160 physicians 
representing 31 countries, and the Third Congress in the Netherlands in 1983 with 
approximately 300 delegates from 40 countries. In 1984 the Fourth Congress was held in 
Finland. Congress working papers on the medical consequences of nuclear war have been widely 
distributed to world leaders in government, medicine and education. The congresses 
themselves have attracted worldwide press attention, generated original scientific research, 
and have fostered coordination among national physicians groups• 

Communication with world leaders. IPPNW and its national affiliates have communicated 

with world leaders about the dangers of nuclear war and have brought relevant medical 

1 As submitted by the applicant on 31 October 1984. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 
nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
or boundaries. 
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information before many national agencies, and to the attention of international 
intergovernmental organizations such as the United Nations and the World Health Organization, 
as well as to nongovernmental organizations. 

Information to the public. IPPNW sponsored a historic television broadcast in the USSR 
which featured three American and three Soviet physicians in a roundtable discussion of the 
medical consequences of nuclear war. These discussions have been seen in the USSR, USA, 
Finland, Netherlands, Sweden and other countries. IPPNW physicians have written articles and 
editorials in numerous medical and lay publications as well as addressing many meetings and 
gatherings, including a massive rally held in New York in 1982. They have also helped to 
design curricula on nuclear war for leading medical schools in many countries. The working 
papers generated by the delegates to the First International Congress of IPPNW have been 
edited and collected in a book entitled Last Aid: The Medical Dimensions of Nuclear War, 
published in 1982. A quarterly newsletter, IPPNW Report, is distributed worldwide. 

5, How do the objectives and activities of the organization relate to the General Programme 
of Work of WHO 

IPPNW has submitted information to WHO in connection with follow-up activities to the 
WHO report on "Effects of Nuclear War on Health and Health Services". 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the organization has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the organization 
will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned collaborative 
activities with WHO 

Professor Bergstrom attended the Fourth Congress of IPPNW (1984), on behalf of 
WHO. Information was submitted by IPPNW on their International Survey of Medical 
School Programmes on Nuclear War, for discussion by the WHO Management Group on the 
follow-up of the WHO report on "Effects of Nuclear War on Health and Health 
Services", and by the WHO staff concerned. Contacts are maintained on the issue of 
the psychological aspects of the arms race and nuclear war. 

1 • (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No, 

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? 

No. 

8. History of the organization 

A long-standing professional association between two leading cardiologists, 
Dr Bernard Lown (United States of America) and Dr Evgeny Chazov (Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics) was the impetus for the formation of the International Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War. As a result of this, a meeting was held in Geneva in 1980 of 
American (3) and Soviet (3) physicians (including Dr Lown and Dr Chazov), and the 
organization was formed. This historic meeting of American and Soviet physicians provided 
the consensus that has been the basis of IPPNW activity since then. 

9• Membership 

Organized in regional and national physicians groups. IPPNW respects the identity of 
each national physicians group and encourages individual physicians to join and work with 
these groups• There are 37 established regional and national physicians groups with some 
20 groups in the process of organization. The total memberships is approximately 105 000 
physicians and the groups are located in the following countries； 
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Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 

Belgium (2 groups) 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Chile 
Cuba 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 

Finland (2 groups) 

German Democratic Republic 

Germany, Federal Republic of 
Greece 

Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Israel 

Italy 
Japan 

Luxembourg 

Mexico 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Philippines 
Portugal 

Romania 
Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland (2 groups) 
United States of America 

10. Is 

WHO 

11. 

the organization affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization， 

or to дп organization of the United Nations system? 

IPPNW has in recent years sought to deepen its relationships with the United Nations, 

and other international nongovernmental organizations. 

Address of branch/regional offices 

None. 

Structure and Offices 12. 
and 
13. 

International Council, Board 
bodies of IPPNW. 

of Directors and Executive Committee are the main governing 

The International Council is composed of one representative from each affiliated 
association and the seven-nation Executive Committee is headed by the Co-Presidents• 

Co-Presidents; Dr Bernard Lown Dr Evgeny Chazov 

Professor of Cardiology Director-General 

Harvard School of Public Health National Cardiological Research Centre 

Boston, Massachusetts, USA USSR 

Vice-Presidents; Dr Susan Hoilan, Director, National Institute of Hematology, Hungary 

Dr Takeshi Ohkita, Professor of Hematology, Institute for Nuclear 
Medicine and Biology, Japan 

Dr Dagmar K . S^rb^e, President, Norwegian Association for Prevention 
of Nuclear W a r . 

Dr Ole Wasz-Hockert, Chairman, Department of Paediatrics, Children
1

s 

Hospital, University of Helsinki, Finland• 

Dr Frederico Aun, Assistant Professor of Surgery, University of Sao 

Paulo, School of Medicine, Brazil• 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 

matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Yes. 
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15 • Finances 

Financial report has been providedJ 

16. Publications 

IPPNW Report, quarterly newsletter. 

Last Aid： The Medical Dimensions of Nuclear War, 1982, W . H . Freeman & Co 

17. Documentation 

Statutes
}
 list of member physicians groups and annual reports provided 

1

 Held by the WHO Secretariat. 


