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COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - GENERAL MATTERS 

Report by the Director-General 

The Director-General reports hereunder, for the information of the 
Executive Board, on recent major developments within the United Nations 
system which have a bearing on activities within the health sector• 
They concern; the African crisis； economic and technical cooperation 
among developing countries (E/TCDC); activities to follow up Health 
Assembly resolution WHA36.28 and related activities at the United 
Nations on disarmament matters； review and appraisal of the 
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade； the International Conference on Population; and 
the commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations 

in 1985. 

African crisis 

1.1 In February 1984， the Secretary-General of the United Nations reported on his visit to 
Africa, indicating his close personal commitment to securing United Nations system responses 
to the critical social and economic situation. He subsequently designated Mr A . Adedeji as 
his personal representative and focal point for United Nations system-wide action, with 
offices in Nairobi. Two ad hoc meetings with organizations of the United Nations system were 
attended by representatives of the WHO Regional Office for Africa and headquarters. The most 
recent of these meetings was held in Geneva on 4-5 October 1984, with a view to updating the 
Economic and Social Council situation report. Early in November, the Secretary-General 
appointed Mr Kurt Jansson as Assistant Secretary-General for Emergency Operations in 
Ethiopia. Mr Jansson will serve as focal point in Addis Ababa for United Nations emergency 
operations, with a view to reinforcing operational-level coordination of emergency food aid 
and other relief supplies and services. Parallel to this appointment, the Secretary-General 
has established an Operations Support Task Force at United Nations Headquarters, under the 
chairmanship of Mr A . A . Farah, Under Secretary-General for Special Political Questions. 
This group will include representatives of the various United Nations organizations engaged 
in assistance to Ethiopia, and will monitor the situation there with a view to supporting 

Mr Jansson
1

s efforts. 

1.2 The Secretary-General
1

 s initiatives follow an earlier appeal by the Director-General of 
F A O , which was directed to the deteriorating situation as to food and agriculture in some 

27 African countries• 

1.3 The World Bank has undertaken a far-ranging analysis of the causes of the crisis and the 

long-term needs of African countries south of the Sahara. In its joint programme of action 

for the area, the World Bank envisages a massive medium- and long-term programme "towards 

sustained development".^ This document, produced after consultations with the specialized 

agencies and the countries concerned, is forthright and critical, as to both country 

priorities and the need to make better use of limited resources. Health, water and 

1 Towards sustained development in sub-Saharan Africa; A joint programme of action. 
Washington, World Bank, 1984. 



population figure second in order of priority, after agriculture, and the joint programme 
seems to be in line with the Global Strategy for Health for All. The Bank has established a 
Special Office for Africa under the direction of Mr X . de la Renaudière. 

1.4 In response to the initiative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the 
Director-General of WHO designated the Regional Director for Africa as WHO

1

s focal point for 
the African crisis. In addition to representing WHO at the various interagency consultative 
meetings in Nairobi, New York and Geneva, the Regional Office for Africa has assigned a 
regional officer to its Nairobi office to carry out a survey on emergency needs with respect 
to health, nutrition and water. Liaison officers are also assigned to collaborate with the 
Sahel Institute for Nutrition and Water Sanitation and Primary Health Care (Bamako), the 
Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS, Ouagadougou), and the United 
Nations Economic Cpmmission for Africa (Addis Ababa)• An emergency standing committee for 
the African crisis has been established at W H O

1

s Regional Office in Brazzaville, and WHO is 
supporting several countries

1

 efforts to set up national emergency committees as mechanisms 
for defining plans of action to combat drought-related effects, including outbreaks of 
epidemics• The Regional Office is also preparing a regional workshop to promote the training 
of nationals in health-related aspects of disaster planning and preparedness and, in response 
to government requests, is envisaging measures to increase stocks of emergency health 
supplies located in Dakar, Niamey, Nairobi, Kinshasa, and Brazzaville. 

1.5 Other efforts include WHO participation in interagency responses to the urgent 
situations in Burkina Faso and Guinea. Consultations have also been initiated with the 
Director of UNDP

1

 s Regional Bureau for Africa with a view to re-examining sectoral priorities 
within sub-Saharan countries and mobilizing greater support for health-related priorities. 
WHO has sent an emergency technical mission to Ethiopia in collaboration with relevant United 
Nations agencies• The Organization has also been able to mobilize resources for the drought 
situation in Mauritania and some other African countries• 

1.6 WHO has indicated its willingness to work in close collaboration with UNDP, the World 
Bank, and other organizations of the United Nations system to ensure coordinated action in 
dealing with the African crisis. 

2• Economic and technical cooperation among developing countries (E/TCDC) 

2.1 Numerous activities to support and promote economic and technical cooperation among 
developing countries continue to b e , explicitly or implicitly, an important part of programme 
planning and execution throughout the Organization, in particular at country and regional 
levels• At the global level, in programmes such as the Extended Programme on Immunization, 
the Diarrhoeal Disease Control Programme, the health manpower programme, the Action Programme 
on Essential Drugs and Vaccines, and the Special Programme for Research and Training in 
Tropical Diseases, TCDC forms an integral and important part of the technical activities. 

2.2 In the United Nations system as a whole, the importance being paid to E/TCDC is 
exemplified by a detailed study initiated by the Joint Inspection Unit on the application by 
the system of the 1978 Buenos Aires Plan of Action on TCDC. WHO is cooperating with the 
United Nations in the cross-organizational programme analysis now being undertaken by the 
United Nations Office for Programme Planning and Co-ordination to delineate system-wide 
efforts to support TCDC activities. 

2
#
3 In May 1984, the Eighth Meeting of Ministers of Health of Non-aligned and other 

Developing Countries adopted a medium-term programme on technical cooperation among 
developing countries for health for all (1984-1989),

2

 one of the objectives of which is to 
accelerate the development of national capabilities for health systems development• As part 
of this programme, it is proposed to develop "critical masses" of national health leaders in 
the non-aligned and developing countries. To help bring this about, a series of leadership 
development colloquia is planned for the period 1984-1986. The first of these colloquia was 
held in Brioni, Yugoslavia, from 8 to 27 October 1984; WHO, UNDP, and the host country 
provided technical, logistical and financial support. 

2

 See document WHA37/1984/REC/1, resolution WHA37.15 and Annex 2. 



3 . The role of physicians and other health workers in the preservation and promotion of 

feace as the most significant factor for the attainment of health for all 
resolution WHA36Л5) 

3.1 The WHO management group on the follow-up to resolution WHA36.28 (members; 
Professor S . Bergstrom, Sweden, Professor N . P . Bochkov, USSR, Professor A . Leaf, USA, and 
Professor J . Rotblat, United Kingdom) held three meetings during 1984 to further review and 
study issues of concern, including inter alia global-scale deposition of radioactivity from a 
large-scale exchange; psychological aspects of the arms race and nuclear war; the effect of 
wartime conditions on survivability after exposure to radiation; the combined effects of 
radiation, injury and burns； climatic and atmospheric effects of nuclear war; nuclear 
explositions and breaking of dykes； and publicity measures for the dissemination of the 
findings in the report on Effects of nuclear war on health and health s e r v i c e s « 3 

3.2 Within the framework of the above resolution WHO participated in the meeting of United 

Nations system focal points for disarmament convened in April 1984 by the United Nations 

Department for Disarmament Affairs to discuss the issue of disarmament and development and to 

exchange views and information on activities within the system to promote an interrelated 

perspective on this issue. 

4 . International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade 

4.1 In December 1980, at its thirty-fifth session, the United Nations General Assembly 
adopted the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development 
Decade (resolution 35/56). Organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system 
were requested to assist appropriately in the implementation of the Strategy and in the 
search for new avenues of international cooperation for development• In the Strategy, the 
General Assembly also provided for a process of review and appraisal at the global, sectoral 
and regional, and national levels. The first overall review and appraisal at the global 
level of the state of implementation of the policy measures is being carried out in 1984， 
taking into account the results achieved, inter alia, at the sectoral level. 

4.2 WHO has participated in this first review and has submitted a contribution based on the 
report on monitoring progress in implementing strategies for health for a l l

4

 submitted by 
the seventy-third session of the Executive Board to the Thirty^seventli World Health Assembly 
in May 1984, together with a summary of this report• 

4.3 The Director-General addressed the second regular session of the Economic and Social 
Council in July 1984. He underlined the importance of health as an integral part of 
development and urged the Council not to lose sight of social issues in dealing with pressing 
economic matters. He recalled that the Global Strategy for Health for All constituted W H O

1

s 
contribution to the implementation of the International Development Strategy for the Third 
Development Decade, and outlined the results of monitoring progress in the implementation of 
the Global Strategy by Member States. 

4.4 The Director-General also presented to the Economic and Social Council a written 

progress report on the implementation of the Global Strategy• 

5 . International Conference on Population 

5.1 A number of complementary recommendations concerning a reduction in morbidity and 
mortality were made by the 1974 United Nations World Population Conference at Bucharest and 
the 1978 International Conference on Primary Health Care at Alma-Ata. These recommendations, 
together with the adoption and implementation by WHO Member States of a number of relevant 
Health Assembly resolutions during the last decade, have signalled an increased awareness 
among decision-makers of the importance of taking into account links between population, 
health and development in formulating national health policy and in designing health 
programmes as a consequence. 

о , 
Effects of nuclear war on health and health services, Report of the International 

Committee of Experts in Medical Sciences and Public Health to Implement Resolution WHA34,38. 
Geneva, World Health Organization, 1984. 
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5.2 Building on this increased awareness, WHO actively participated in activities leading up 
to the International Conference on Population (Mexico City, 6-13 August 1984), and in the 
Conference itself. During the Conference

1

 s preparatory phase, for example, WHO endeavoured 
to ensure that the health theme figured prominently both in the background documentation and 
in the draft recommendations. WHO also prepared a special brochure on population, health and 
development, for distribution to Conference participants, as well as a special issue of World 
Health on "Population and health". 

5.3 The Conference was an important milestone in international development terms, and of 
particular relevance to the work of WHO since it; 

一 reaffirmed forcefully the close relationship between fertility and morbidity and 
mortality, particularly of mothers and children, and the role that family planning 
plays as an important health intervention; and 

- u n d e r s c o r e d the importance of maternal and child care, within the context of primary 

health care, as the key to providing family planning services• 

5.4 The Mexico City Declaration on Population and Development, and the Conference
1

 s 
88 recommendations for further implementation of the World Population Plan of Action, 
acknowledged the health risks of "unwanted high fertility"； urged that "special 
attention ... be given to maternal and child health services within a primary health care 
system"; mentioned specifically "breast-feeding, adequate sanitation, clean water, 
immunization programmes, oral rehydration therapy and birth spacing" as essential aspects of 
these services ； stressed the importance of the status and role of women, and the right of 
couples and individuals to "decide freely, responsibly arid without coercion, the number and 
spacing of their children"； and reiterated the need for continued research, and full 
community participation in health development and population programmes 

5.5 The Global Strategy for Health for All provides the needed framework for the 
implementation of the health-related recommendations of the International Conference. It is 
essential, however, that each of these recommendations be analysed in the light of the 
Strategy so that the implications for the international community, and in particular WHO, can 
be understood and applied in support of national action to give effect to them. 

5.6 At its thirty-ninth session, the United Nations General Assembly endorsed the 
recommendations of the International Conference on Population, 1984, and welcomed the 
Mexico City Declaration. It also emphasized that international cooperation in the field of 
population is essential and called upon the international community to provide adequate and 
substantial international support and assistance to population activities• 

6. Commémorât ion of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations 

6
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1 The 24th of October 1985 will mark the fortieth anniversary of the entry into force of 

the United Nations Charter. 

6.2 In 1984 the Economic and Social Council decided that, at its second regular session in 
1985, special attention should be devoted to an assessment of the role of the United Nations 
in promoting international economic and social cooperation and to the consideration of ways 
of strengthening the role of the Organization. The Council recommended that the specialized 
agencies should participate actively in the observance of the fortieth anniversary and 
invited them to develop appropriate activities in its support. Thus WHO will play a full 
part in the observance of this event to underline the contribution of health to world peace 
and development. 

6.3 In its decision 38/455 the United Nations General Assembly decided to set up a 
Preparatory Committee for the Fortieth Anniversary of the United Nations. The 
Director-General has designated a WHO representative to this Committee, who will be the focal 
point for the preparations in WHO. 

5 Report of the International Conference on Population, 1984. New York, United 

Nations, 1984 (document E/CONF•76/19)• 


