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Report by the Regional Director for the Americas 

The Director-General has the honour to present to the Executive Board a report by the 
Regional Director for the Americas which highlights significant developments in the Region, 
including matters arising from discussions at the thirty-sixth session of the Regional 
Committee/XXX Meeting of the Directing Council of РАНО. Should members of the Board wish to 
see the full report of the Regional Committee, it is available in the Executive Board room. 



REPORT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE AMERICAS ON 
SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING REGIONAL COMMITTEE MATTERS 

Summary of resolutions of global interest adopted.by the WHO Regional Committee for the 
Americas 一 

1. The XXX Meeting of the РАНО Directing Council/thirty-sixth session of the WHO Regional 

Committee for the Americas was held at РАНО headquarters in Washington, D.C., from 
24 September to 1 October 1984. The Committee approved 18 resolutions, those summarized 
below being worthy of the attention of the WHO Executive Board. 

2. New РАНО Member, The Committee approved the admission of the State of Saint Christopher 
and Nevis into membership of the Pan American Health Organization (resolution I) • 

3. Economic crisis in Latin America and the Caribbean and its repercussions on the health 
sector. Having examined the report on the repercussions of the economic cris is on the health 
sector, the Committee urged each Member country to undertake, according to its own situation, 
the studies recommended in the report, with РАНО1 s support. The studies include the impact 
of technology and human resources on health services costs; the review of the financing of 
the health sector with the objective of achieving the principles of efficacy, efficiency, and 
equity; and the impact of the crisis on health sector resources, both public and private, 
and on their distribution and use. Also, the Committee requested the Regional Director to 
continue to examine the international economic environment and the impact of changes on the 
health sector; to assist governments in the analysis of their own situations； and to report 
to the РАНО governing bodies on any major changes accordingly (resolution II). 

4 . Guidelines for the promotion of technical cooperation among developing countries 
(ТСРСУ/economic cooperation amon夢 developing countries (ECDC) in the health sector. 
Considering that TCDC/ECDC constitutes a fundamental mechanism to attain the goal of health 
for all by the year 2000, and that it is a dynamic and real tool for mobilizing scientific, 
technical, managerial, financial, and other resources, the Committee urged governments to 
take appropriate measures to promote and implement collective and intercountry bilateral 
actions, and recommended that the guidelines prepared by РАНО be used as a basis for these 
ends • It also recommended that the Regional Director adopt the necessary measures to 
collaborate with the countries in these activities and requested him to report to the next 
session of the Regional Committee on the progress achieved (resolution III). 

5• Women, health and development. Recognizing once again the importance of the role of 
women in society, the Connnittee urged the governments to intensify their efforts to provide 
more educational opportunities for women, give due recognition and support to their important 
contribution as provider and user of health care at all levels, and enforce their laws to 
protect women

1
 s rights, and rescind discriminatory legislation. The Committee also requested 

the Regional Director to continue giving priority to support country activities for 
implementing the Five-Year Regional Plan and to the Women, Health and Development Programme; 
to ensure that the Five-Year Plan continue beyond 1985; and to provide special training in 
key areas, so as to enable women to compete for higher positions in the Organization 
(resolution VI)• 

6. Health of disabled persons. The Committee urged governments to continue adopting 
policies and programmes for the comprehensive protection and care of disabled persons, as 
well as for the prevention of causes of disability. The Committee also urged that special 
emphasis be given to the development of rehabilitation technologies in the formulation of 
programmes in this field (resolution VII). 

7• Basis for the definition of the Organization 1s action policy with respect to population 
matters. The Committee reaffirmed the basic human right of parents to decide freely and 
responsibly on the number of children and the spacing between them, and urged the countries 
to： promote full participation of all sectors of society in the formulation and 
implementation of population policies appropriate to their own development plans; ensure 
that human reproduction programmes and activities are made an integral part of maternal and 
child health care programmes； and actively promote the dissemination of information and 
advice on family planning (resolution VIII). 



8. Provisional draft of the WHO programme budget for the Region of the Americas for the 
biennium 1986-1987• The Committee recommended to the Director-General of WHO the proposed 
provisional allocation of US$ 58 076 000 for the programme budget for the Region of the 
Americas and requested him to consider the possibility of providing increased support to the 
programme budget in the amount of US东 484 000 in order to support the Regional Director's 
Development Programme for Country Activities (resolution XIII)• 

9. International Programme on Chemical Safety, Conscious of the increasing importance of 
health problems related to human exposure to the extensive use of chemicals and chemical 
products, the Committee urged the governments to participate in the International Programme 
on Chemical Safety to help prevent and control these problems. At the same time, it 
requested the Regional Director to prepare proposals for medium-term (1984-1989) programmes 
on the subject (resolution XIV)• 

10. Coordination between social security and public health institutions. The Committee 
recommended that Member governments formulate strategies for the progressive development of 
linkages in those areas in which the coordination of social security institutions and 
ministries of health would help ensure better use of national resources for the extension of 
health care services to those population groups that are still lacking access to these 
services (resolution XV)• 

11. Uses and perspectives in epidemiology. The Committee recognized that, owing to the 
changing health profiles and service demands, it is necessary to use more appropriately the 
principles and methods of epidemiology in order to evaluate health situations and trends. 
Therefore, accepting the recommendations of the seminar on uses and perspectives in 
epidemiology (Buenos Aires, Argentina, 7-10 November 1983), the Committee urged the countries 
to reinforce at all levels the practice of epidemiology and to mobilize and promote the 
coordination of epidemiological services, research, and teaching, in accordance with the 
needs of their countries (resolution XVI). 

12. Health priorities in Central America and Panama, Aware of the initiative of the 
governments of Central America and Panama, as expressed in the plan entitled "Health 
priorities in Central America and Panama" which those countries together elaborated, and of 
their commitment to implement it, the Committee declared its full support for the plan. It 
recommended that Belize be included in this plan and that the countries of the Region of the 
Americas support the efforts of the Central American countries and Panama. At the same time, 
it asked the Regional Director to provide the plan with special support from available 
resources； to continue, in accordance with UNICEF and other interested international 
cooperation agencies, to support the efforts of the countries of Central America and Panama 
to prepare and execute specific projects under the plan; to inform all Member countries of 
specific projects under the plan, and to promote and administer any contributions that may be 
offered in support of the initiative (resolution XVII)• 

13. Operational capacity of the health services, The Technical Discussions on this topic 
and the corresponding resolution pointed out that, in view of the growing challenges that 
Member governments face to provide high-quality services to the entire population in a 
restricted economy, countries should formulate health policies that give priority to those 
areas most apt to achieve equitable conditions for the population, especially the high-risk 
groups； revise the financing structure of the services and introduce managerial and 
technological innovations so as to increase the productivity of the sector and effectiveness 
of services； and promote research and train personnel (resolution XVIII)• 

Regional Committee discussions regarding the proposed programme budget 

14. The РАНО Executive Committee informed the Regional Committee that a special meeting had 
been held at РАНО headquarters in Washington, DC, on 24 September 1984 to examine the 
proposed programme budget of WHO for the Region of the Americas for the biennium 1986-1987• 



15. The PASB secretariat presented the said provisional draft budget to the Regional 
Committee (document CE93/2, Corr. 2) and informed it that the Director-General of WHO had 
agreed in July 1983 to allocate to the Region a proposed amount of US$ 58 560 000 for 
1986-1987. As stated in Official Document N o . 187 of РАНО, published in April 1983, this 
represents an increase of 15.2% over the allocation for 1984-1985 instead of 17.3% as 
proposed in the original provisional draft budget. The secretariat also informed the 
Regional Committee that the Regional Director had discussed the situation in general terms 
with the Sub-Committee on Long-Term Planning of the РАНО Executive Committee in April 1984 
and again in June 1984, The PASB secretariat discussed the idea of creating a development 
programme for country activities, dedicated to financing those activities deemed necessary as 
a consequence of changes that could occur in the Member countries. 

16. In this respect, the Regional Committee approved resolution XIII， as summarized in 

paragraph 8 of this report. 


