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1. Introduction 

1.1 At its sixty-sixth session (May 1980) the Executive Board decided (decision EB66(1)) 
that the statement to the Health Assembly in plenary meeting by the representative of the 
Executive Board on the work of the Board during its two preceding sessions should be prepared 
in writing and distributed prior to the Assembly. 

1.2 In conformity with this decision, the representatives of the Executive Board to the 
Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the 
Board at its seventy-second and seventy-third sessions. The representative of the Executive 
Board, in an oral statement to the plenary meeting, will highlight the discussions and the 
decisions taken on some of the issues dealt with by the Board at the two sessions• 

2. Seventy-second session of the Executive Board 

2.1 At its seventy-second session (17-18 May 1983) the Executive Board dealt with a number 
of procedural matters, including the election of office holders and the filling of vacancies 
on some of its committees and working groups• 

2.2 After hearing reports of its four representatives to the Thirty-sixth World Health 
Assembly, the Board expressed its appreciation of the work accomplished by the 
representatives and their successful efforts to strengthen the close interrelationship 
between the Health Assembly and the Board. 

2.3 A number of reports on expert committee and study group meetings were brought to the 
Board1 s attention at both its seventy-second and seventy-third sessions, and the 
Director-General was requested to follow up the experts1 recommendations in the 
implementation of the Organization1 s programme, bearing in mind the discussions in the Board. 

2.4 The Board considered the report of the UNICEF/WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy on 
its twenty-fourth session^- and commended the close cooperation existing between the two 
organizations. The report reviewed the implementation of primary health care as well as 
progress in a series of specific fields• 

2.5 The Board also considered specific proposals for the future work of the Programme 
Committee and endorsed the Director-General1 s recommendations2 that the Programme Committee 
assume two main continuing functions in support of the Board - monitoring of progress in 
implementing strategies for health for all, and review and evaluation of WHO programmes 
corresponding to the essential elements of primary health care. The Programme Committee 
could also take on specific individual tasks assigned to it from time to time by the Board• 

2.6 In accordance with the provisions of Staff Regulation 12.2, the Board confirmed an 
amendment to the Staff Rules which had been made by the Director-General to align the French 
and English texts of the Rules (resolution EB72.R3). 

1 See document EB72/1983/REC/1, Annex 2. ? 
See document EB72/1983/REC/1, Annex 3. 



3, Seventy-third session of the Executive Board 

З Л At its seventy-third session (11-20 January 1984) the Executive Board elected a new 
Chairman, since the Chairman elected at the seventy-second session was unable to complete his 
term of office• 

3.2 The Programme Committee of the Board had reviewed a report by the Director-General on 
changes in the programme budget for 1984-1985 with respect to global and interregional 
activities. The Board considered the report of the Programme Committee1 on this matter as 
well as the reports of the Regional Directors on changes in the regional programme budgets 
for 1984-1985. It noted that, apart from a number of budgetary changes and shifts in 
resources in regional activities, the amount of the total effective working budget for the 
biennium remained the same as originally approved. In addition, the Board noted the 
Director-General1 s decision to increase the 1984-1985 budgetary allocations for certain 
programmes under global and interregional activities identified by the Board and the Health 
Assembly during their review of the proposed programme budget as meriting additional 
financial support• The additional allocations were being made for catalytic activities for 
the control of alcohol abuse, acute respiratory infections, viral hepatitis and coronary 
heart disease, as well as for maintaining the Organization1s efforts to strengthen research 
in tropical diseases and human reproduction. These increases would be made from funds 
available in the Director-General1 s Development Programme. 

3.3 In considering the reports of the Regional Directors, the Board expressed its 
appreciation to all the Regional Directors for the valuable work they were performing• The 
Board reappointed Dr Hiroshi Nakajima as Regional Director for the Western Pacific for a 
further period of five years as from 1 July 1984. 

З Л Foremost on its agenda, the Board reviewed the report of the Programme Committee on 
monitoring progress in implementing the Global Strategy for Health for All, as had been 
requested by the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly• The progress report was based on 
information received from Member States and considered by the Regional Committees. The 
Board noted that only three-quarters of Member States had reported on progress in the 
implementation of their national strategies for health for all in due time. Many of the 
reports submitted were not sufficiently complete or accurate, and the Board recognized that 
some countries might have experienced difficulties in the collection and analysis of relevant 
data. The progress report indicated that, although the political will to attain the goal of 
health for all existed in the large majority of countries that had reported, the overall 
implementation of the strategy had not proceeded as rapidly as might be desired* Among the 
difficulties identified had been the lack of adequate managerial capacity in the countries 
for planning, resource assessment, monitoring and evaluation; the reorientation and training 
of health personnel； the lack of effective community involvement； and inadequate 
intersectoral action in support of health. The Board concluded that there was a need for 
more visible signs of progress when evaluating the strategy in 1985. It recommended that 
the Health Assembly adopt a resolution urging Member States and WHO to take the necessary 
measures to ensure the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the Strategy for Health 
for All by the Year 2000 (resolution EB73.R6). 

3.5 The Board considered a report by the Director-General on the spiritual dimension of the 
Global Strategy for Health for All,2 and concurred with the reflections contained therein 
and with its conclusions (resolution EB73.R3)• 

3.6 The Board considered a progress report on the action programme on essential drugs and 
vaccines,3 presented by its Ad Aoc Committee on Drug Policies as requested by resolution 
WHA35.27. The report described the progress of the action programme in 1982-1983. During 

1 See document EB73/1984/REC/1, Annex 9. 
2 See document EB73/1984/REC/1, Annex 1. 
3 See document EB73/1984/REC/1, Annex 7. 



this period the countries already committed to the concept of esseiitial drugs had made 
significant progress in the implementation of their national drug policies and additional 
countries had adopted the concept• The Board felt that the present policy and strategy for 
essential drugs and vaccines were basically sound and requested the Director-General to 
continue implementation of the programme along the lines of the present strategy (resolution 
EB73.R15). 

3.7 In considering international standards and reference preparations for biological 
substances, the Board noted that the changes that had been introduced to the list subsequent 
to the adoption of resolution WHA26.32 should now be classified as international standards• 
Two changes had been introduced because it was no longer appropriate to assign potencies on a 
weight basis and because there was no longer a need for two categories of standards• The 
Expert Committee on Biological Standardization had adopted the two changes in 1983. 
Consequently the Health Assembly was being requested to recommend official recognition of the 
international standards and units based on their biological activity and to authorize the 
Director-General, where necessary, to make additions to or replacements of the international 
biological preparations, subject to certain conditions (resolution EB73.R4)• 

3.8 A progress report on the work of the WHO Advisory Committees oil Medical Research was 
presented to the Board• The Global ACMR, at its twenty-fifth session in 1983 (its silver 
jubilee), had decided that in future it would spend more time on reseach strategies and 
policies rather than on technical matters, a special sub-committee had been established to 
review this subject. The Board took note of the progress report and complimented the global 
and regional ACMRs oil their valuable work. 

3.9 In considering action in respect of international conventions on narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances, the Board agreed with the proposals by the Director-General1 to 
establish new procedures for the review of psychoactive drugs for international control. 
These proposals were the result of the experiences of the WHO programme involved in this 
review and the suggestions of all those collaborating with the programme. The Board 
requested the Director-General to continue the present activities in cooperation with 
relevant bodies and organizations involved in the control of narcotic and psychotropic 
substances (resolution EB73.R11)• 

3.10 The Board discussed the International Programme on Chemical Safety and the 
implementation of the plan of action approved by the Board in 1979. It noted with 
satisfaction that the Programme was developing as a collaborative activity with Member 
States, and that memoranda of understanding had been signed by UNEP, ILO and WHO. It 
requested that negotiations with FAO be continued with a view to its joining this cooperative 
programme, in view of the critical role of chemicals in food production and safety 
(resolution EB73.R10). 

3.11 As regards the restructuring of the Technical Discussions during Health Assemblies,^ 
the Board recommended to the Health Assembly that these should continue to be held annually 
and that in future they should be devoted to subjects crucial to the attainment of health for 
all by the year 2000. The Board also recommended that in future years the Director-General 
should try out alternative arrangements for the organization of work of the Technical 
Discussions (resolution EB73.R7). The Board appointed a new General Chairman of the 
Technical Discussions at the current Health Assembly, since the nominee of the previous 
session of the Board was unable to accept the appointment• It also selected "Collaboration 
with nongovernmental organizations in implementing the Global Strategy for Health for All" as 
the subject for the Technical Discussions at the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

3.12 The Board recommended to the Health Assembly that it accept Chad1 s proposal for the 
settlement of its outstanding contributions (resolution EB73.R1)； that it approve the 
proposed changes^ in the additional terms of reference governing the external audit of WHO 

See document EB73/1984/REC/1, Annex 5. 
2 See document EB73/1984/REC/1, Annex 3. 
3 See document EB73/1984/REC/1, Annex 10. 
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(decision EB73(10))； and that it authorize the financing of the expenditures envisaged in 
the Director-General•s report^- on the status of projects financed from the Real Estate Fund 
and the estimated requirements of the Fund for the period 1 June 1984 to 31 May 1985 
(resolution EB73.R5). 

3.13 In accordance with the provisions of Staff Regulation 12.2, the Board confirmed the 
amendments to the Staff Rules which had been made by the Director-General.^ These 
amendments put into effect in WHO decisions taken by the United Nations General Assembly on 
the basis of recommendations made by the International Civil Service Commission and by the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board, and minor corrections considered necessary by the 
Director-General (resolution EB73.R9). 

3.14 After noting the statement of the representative of the WHO Staff Associations, the 
Board decided to approve the proposals of the Director-General^ with respect to the award 
of career service appointments to WHO staff members in the general service category and in 
professional grades up to and including grade P.3, not exceeding 30% of the total of such 
staff. It further decided that, in the light of its discussions, the Director-General 
should review his proposals with respect to the award of career service appointments to staff 
in grades P.4 to P.6/D.1, and that this matter should be re-examined by the Board at its 
seventy-fifth session in January 1985 (decision EB73(11))• 

3.15 Regarding collaboration within the United Nations system, the Board rioted reports by 
the Director-General on developments within the United Nations system bearing on the health 
sector, on reports of the Joint Inspection Unit, and on WHO1s activities in providing health 
assistance to refugees in Africa, and noted the annual report of the International Civil 
Service Commission. 

3.16 After reviewing the collaboration between WHO and one-third of the nongovernmental 
organizations in official relations with the Organization, the Board decided to continue 
official relations with 39 of the 40 nongovernmental organizations so reviewed. It decided 
to continue the suspension of official relations with the International Society of 
Orthopaedic Surgery and Traumatology for a further period of one year. It also decided to 
establish official relations with the following nongovernmental organizations: International 
Society for the Study of Behavioural Development； World Organization of National Colleges, 
Academies and Academic Associations of General Practitioners/Family Physicians; World 
Rehabilitation Fund； International Academy of Legal Medicine and Social Medicine； 
International Federation on Ageing； and International Centre of Social Gerontology 
(resolution EB73.R12). 

3.17 The Board awarded the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize for 1984 to Dr Mao Shou-pai, the 
Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize to Dr Mohammad Ilyas Burney, and the Jacques Parisot 
Foundation Fellowship to Dr Anant Menaruchi, The Board approved the establishment of a 
Sasakawa Health Prize within the framework of WHO and in accordance with agreed statutes 
governing the prize (resolution EB73.R13)• 

3.18 The Board approved the provisional agenda for the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly 
opening on Monday, 7 May 1984, at noon and, in accordance with resolution WHA34.29, closing 
not later than the end of its second week. The seventy-fourth session of the Board will be 
convened on Monday, 21 May 1984, at WHO headquarters. 

1 See document EB73/1984/REC/1, Annex 2. 
2 See document EB73/1984/REC/1, Annex 4. 
3 See document EB73/1984/REC/1, Annex 11. 


