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An application from the International Society for the Study of Behavioural Development for 
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ninth session in January 1977. On that occasion official relations were not established on 
the recommendation of the Board's Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations, which 
advised "the strengthening of working relations" with this organization "to allow for practical 
collaboration to develop before the examination of a new request for admission into official 
relations".1 

Working relations have been developed between the International Society and WHO in the 

intervening years and a further application from the International Society is now attached for 

the consideration of the Executive Board at its seventh-third session in January 1984. 
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APPLICATION FROM AN INTERNATIONAL NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 

REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO1 

1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF BEHAVIOURAL DEVELOPMENT (ISSBD) 

SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE POUR L'ETUDE DU DEVELOPPEMENT DU COMPORTEMENT 

2. Address 

Professor W, Hartup (President ISSBD) 

University of Minnesota 

51 East River Road 

Minneapolis MN 55455 

United States of America 

3• General objectives of the organization 

ISSBD exists to promote the discovery, dissemination, and application of knowledge of 

human developmental processes at all stages of the life-span - infancy, childhood, adolescence, 

adulthood, and old age, 

ISSBD is an international society of developmental scientists, mostly highly qualified 

and experienced psychologists, from a wide variety of national and cultural backgrounds. 

Their interests in behavioural development range from the whole life-span to particular phases 

of that span. While most of them are engaged in research, many are interested in the applica-

tion of research-based knowledge and are also engaged in training and intervention work. The 

objectives of such work vary from ameliorating the effects of development under adverse condi-

tions or handicap, and compensating for the developmental hindrances in disadvantaged families, 

to prevention of maldevelopraent and the enhancement of normal development. In view of the 

complexity of developmental processes and the huge diversity of sociocultural environments in 

which development occurs, the problem of increasing the validity and effectiveness of training, 

intervention and social policy guidance is of primary concern to many of the Society's members. 

• 

ISSBD operates both to further the work of its members in many different countries, and 

also to promote the application of research-based knowledge of behavioural development toward 

better understanding and management of problems in human life-span development on a world-wide 

basis, and especially in developing countries, 

4. Main activities of the organization 

ISSBD undertakes five types of activity. 

(i) International conferences. Held biennially and open to members and non-members, these 

serve four functions for participants: 

(a) They provide up-to-date information on a world-wide basis, on new research findings 

on human behavioural development, new methodologies, new research projects in progress, 

and recent training activities of international importance. 

As submitted by the applicant on 3 June 1983. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the non-

governmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 

opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 

territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 

or boundaries. 
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(b) They provide opportunities for personal interaction, enabling discussion of specialist 

research problems, of new ideas for research and training activities, and of new plans for 

international collaboration in these. 

(c) They enable participants to expand tlieir perspectives towards research and training 

in wider fields related to their own, and towards problems and activities being undertaken 

in cultures other than their own. Papers of special significance at each conference 

are subsequently made widely available through publication either in book form or as 

journal articles. 

(d) They provide opportunities, either before or after the conference, for groups of 

members with specialized interests to organize workshops that further their objects, e.g. 

international workshop on Child Development and Social Policy, Toronto (sponsored by the 

Bush Foundation, United States of America - involving participants from over 20 countries)• 

Prior to the Munich (1983) conference two workshops will be held: (1) the use of micro-

computers in contemporary research on behavioural development； (2) new research designs 

for longitudinal studies of human development. 

The conferences held so far have been located at Nijmegen, Ann Arbor, Guildford, Pavia, 

Lund and Toronto. The seventh conference due in August 1983 is to be held in Munich. 

Attendances have grown continually and the number attending the last conference was over 400 

persons. Anticipated attendance at the Munich conference is 550 persons. 

The themes of the first five conferences were as follows : "Determinants of behavioural 

development", "The developing individual in a changing world", "Ecological factors in human 

development", "Biosocial aspects of development : and interdisciplinary approach" and 

"Continuity and discontinuity in behavioural development". More recently, because of pressure 

to increase the range of topics considered, conferences have been non-thematic and reflective 

of the whole range of activities of the Society
 1

 s membership. The forthcoming Munich conference 

will have over 30 symposia on different aspects of human development. 

(ii) Research training seminars. With the aim of improving the quality as well as the 

quantity of research on factors affecting the development of human behaviour in different 

parts of the world, these seminars are held at various universities to supplement the training 

already given. Seminars held so far have been both in developing countries, e
e
g . in Jakarta, 

Bangkok, and also in Eastern Europe, e.g. in Torun, Poland and, in 1983, in Hungary. 

Attendance is always high: at the Torun seminar, for example, there were 48 participants from 

11 European countries. Participants selected are mostly qualified graduates who show promise 

in the research field. These are brought together with an international group of research 

experts organized by ISSBD and, on the basis of a few key papers, extensive in-depth discussions 

take place on all aspects of theory and research method relevant to the types of research 

problem characteristic of the particular region, 

(iii) Workshops• With the aim of promoting the application of findings from behavioural 

development research to the improvement of the lives of people at all stages in the life-span, 

the workshops provide specialized support and updating for members and others in various 

countries who are already experienced and involved in research and/or training. 

Two Asian workshops on child and adolescent development have been held for the purpose of 

promoting psychologically and physically healthy development, and a Brazilian workshop has been 

held on intervention research in the study of underprivileged children. At the last workshop 

in Bangkok there were 175 participants from 16 countries. 

The principal contributors, organized by ISSBD, not only provided instruction on a research 

methodology but also acted as consultants on specific research problems which participants 

wished to investigate。 Typical problem areas included malnutrition and development, the 

transition to school in rural areas, migration of adolescents to urban areas, and how to get 

community cooperation and participation in research projects. The background context of all 

the workshops has been interest and concern over the effects of a changing society on the life-

span development of people. 
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(iv) Publication of the International Journal of B e h a v i o u r a l Development. Founded and run 

by I S S B D , this interdisciplinary journal publishes scientific papers reporting original 

development research, evaluative reviews of existing research and notices of interest to 

researchers engaged in the study of human development at all stages in the life-span. This 

journal which appears four times per year has international circulation. The Editorial Board 

consists of six members from five different countries. The current editor is 

Professor Franz Monks (Netherlands). 

(V) Publication of a newsletter. This is designed to facilitate international communication 

among researchers studying life-span human development. In addition to facilitating the 

exchange of information about ISSBD and its a c t i v i t i e s , it also acts as an outlet for informa-

tion that does not fit into existing publications. Examples include summaries of in-progress 

r e s e a r c h , non-technical reviews of research, details of training p r o j e c t s , and essays on state-

of-the-art and future perspectives. 

Publication of the newsletter is supported by a grant from the Foundation for Child 

D e v e l o p m e n t , N e w Y o r k . There are 15 contributing editors from 15 different countries ； the 

current editors are Dr Hellgard Rauh and Dr Ellen Skinner (Federal Republic of G e r m a n y ) . 

5. H o w the objectives and activities of ISSBD relate to the general programme and w o r k of WHO 

The reply is given in the perspective of the W H O criteria with reference to NGO r e l a t i o n s , 

contained in the Working Principles• 

(i) The organization is concerned with matters falling within the competence of W H O . 

A s i n f o m a l contact between WHO and ISSBD has grown in recent y e a r s , it has become evident 

that the field of developmental psychology contains much that is relevant to WHO m e n t a l health 

programmes. One of the central interests in developmental p s y c h o l o g y , and therefore in I S S B D , 

is in psychosocial factors that affect the nature and course of human behavioural development. 

The World Health Organization objectives (as stated in the Global Strategy for Health for A l l 

by the Y e a r 2 0 0 0 , and in the Social Dimensions of M e n t a l Health) of working towards both 

the prevention of mental illness and the enhancement of human well-being entail the under-

standing and management of precisely this class of influences among others. Because the 

interests of ISSBD in this area cover the whole spectrum of activities from fundamental through 

applied research to training and intervention, it has potential relevance to WHO at the 

practical as w e l l as the research level. 

(ii) The aims and purposes of the organization are in conformity with the spirit, purposes and 

principles of the Constitution of W H O . 

The w o r k of ISSBD contibutes significantly to the establishment of the scientific basis 

for a concept of health as being a state of p h y s i c a l , social and mental well-being. 

(iii) The organization is of recognized standing and represents a substantial proportion of 

the persons organized for the purpose of participating in the particular field of 

interest in which it operates. 

I S S B D , registered in Amsterdam under Dutch law, is the only international body of 

scientists devoted to promoting research and the application of research-based knowledge in 

the specific field of human behavioural development. There are numerous national societies 

devoted to these aims in the countries concerned, especially in Europe and A m e r i c a , and all of 

these recognize the standing and international scope of ISSBD. The Society is also officially 

recognized by UNESCO as an international nongovernmental organization. 

The membership of the Society now stands in excess of 520 persons from 33 countries, of 

which nine are developing countries. This represents a substantial proportion of the world's 

behaviour development scientists who are interested in the international scope and implications 

of their science, and who have themselves made significant contributions to understanding of 

the processes of human behavioural development. 
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(iv) The organization has a directing body and authority to speak for its members through its 

authorized representatives. 

ISSBD is governed by an Executive Committee consisting of 15 persons. This Committee 

is elected by the membership and has authority to speak for its members through its authorized 

representatives. The authorized representatives are the officers of the Society namely the 

President, the Past President, the General Secretary and Treasurer, and also such other 

individuals as the Executive Committee may designate. 

(V) The organization is international in its structure and scope, with members who exercise 

voting rights in relation to its policies or action. 

ISSBD is essentially international both in structure and scope. Not only are 33 

different countries represented in the membership, the present Executive Council consists of 

members from 12 different countries in five different continents. Furthermore, all the 

Society's activities outlined in section 4 above are international in scope. 

All members of the Society have the right to vote both on nominations to the Executive 

Committee and on policy decisions as specified in the constitution. Thus business meetings 

of members are required at least biennially, and at these meetings current policies, activities 

and plans are reviewed. In addition, between biennial meetings, voting by mail is authorized. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health Organization 

(a) Activities carried out jointly with WHO during the preceding period of working relations 

(including background to previous application in 1977) 

-Prior to the ISSBD submitting its application for official relations with WHO in 

January 1977 there had been several years of informal contacts with a working relation-

ship being developed between the two organizations• In July 197 5, the Third Biennial 

Conference of ISSBD was addressed by an Assistant Director-General of WHO. 

-January 1977. Application examined by the WHO Executive Board, which decided that 

working relations with ISSBD should be strengthened to allow for practical collaboration 
to develop. 

-September 1977. The ISSBD Executive Committee appointed Dr Ambrose to assume responsi-

bility for further discussions with WHO. 

-June/August 1978. During discussions between Mr Ambrose and various members of WHO 

headquarters staff associated with different aspects of the current mental health 

programme, various steps for strengthening working relations between ISSBD and WHO were 

discussed, and resulted in concrete proposals for collaborative activity with WHO in 

the form of joint workshops to examine the nature and effects of psychosocial factors 

related to health. 

-November 1979/june 1980. Three such workshops were proposed (subjects included 

(a) differential vulnerability and resilience : indications for ameliorating psycho-

social development under adverse conditions and (b) the development of psychosocial 

competence: fundamental requirements and priorities for action). Unfortunately these 

workshops did not materialize in view of inability to find funding sources. 

-August 1981. A representative of the WHO Division of Mental Health attended the sixth 

biennial meeting of ISSBD in Toronto, Canada and was able to see the wide scope of the 

expertise within the Society related to both basic and applied work on problems of 

human development. Following this visit, ISSBD was requested to prepare for WHO a 

comprehensive account of the relevance of developmental psychology in general, and of 

ISSBD in particular, for WHO mental health programmes. 
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-July 1982. Dr Ambrose attended a WHO sponsored consultation on the applications of 

cross-cultural psychology to the promotion of human development held in Oxford, United 

Kingdom, 

-October 1982• Dr Ambrose submitted a position paper on developmental psychology to 

the Division of Mental H e a l t h , indicating the relevance of ISSBD to WHO, 

(b) WHO programmes and activities with which ISSBD wishes to be associated and future planned 

collaborative activities. 

ISSBD wishes to contribute to the programme and activities of WHO (as outlined in the 

Seventh General Programme of Work covering the period 1984-1989) including the mental health 

programme and the programmes on family health, maternal and child health, health education, and 

health manpower development. For example, in relation to the WHO objectives on the protection 

and promotion of mental health as stated in the Seventh General Programme of W o r k , the Society 

wishes to collaborate in the identification of critical links in health programmes and in 

general socioeconomic development where the application of behavioural science would have the 

greatest impact. More especially it could collaborate in the seeking of new psychosocial 

knowledge, in the introduction of innovative community approaches to health and social 

problems, in articulating new ways of defining and resolving psychosocial and other health 

problems, in disseminating the psychosocial dimension of health and in developing guidelines 

and teaching material concerning psychological factors in health training programmes of all 

categories of health personnel. Furthermore, with reference to the detrimental effects of 

increasingly rapid social change, the Society can make special contributions concerning the 

functioning of families, the psychological well-being of individuals, psychosocial support 

systems and the capacity of individuals, families and communities to cope with disability that 

impedes them in the performance of their social roles. The Society is particularly well 

placed, because of its composition and interests, to promote these kinds of insight in the 

developing countries. 

It is feasible for ISSBD to m o b i l i z e , both from within and outside its membership, 

selected individuals and groups that could assist WHO in a number of different ways as follows : 

(i) Research. In so far as W H O , in furthering mental health and other programmes, 

wishes to have certain kinds of research carried out in the field of psychosocial 

development, and in so far as the topic falls within the scope of the specific research 

activities of individual scientists, they may well be interested either to plan and 

carry o u t , or to participate i n , specific projects. Involvement in developmental 

research in developing countries, perhaps in association with cross-cultural psychologists 

and anthropologists, is likely to be of particular interest. 

(ii) Training. If WHO deems it appropriate to insert a developmental behavioural science 

perspective into its training programmes, there are numerous individuals who would be 

willing and able to participate. There are also those who could be called upon to 

contribute specialized knowledge of particular aspects or phases of human behavioural 

development. 

(iii) Intervention. There are members of the Society who are highly experienced in the 

techniques of intervention, especially for compensatory education, for children in 

disadvantaged families or living under adverse conditions. It is probable that some 

would show much interest in the challenge of adapting their expertise and techniques to 

meet needs in the developing countries. Indeed, in some of these countries ISSBD has 

indigenous members who are active in this field. 

(iv) Workshops• If WHO wished to explore and examine the central issues in any given 

developmental problem a r e a , in preparation for taking action, then ISSBD could organize 

joint workshops for this purpose, composed of individuals specially selected for their 

expertise in the area. 
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(V) Consulting. There are many members of ISSBD who could be called upon by WHO for 

expert advice on the planning and execution of research, training or intervention in 

developmental issues relevant to the psychosocial aspects of WHO mental health programmes. 

(vi) Commenting. Similarly there are many who could be called upon to give constructive 

criticism and to comment upon the developmental aspects of WHO programme plans while they 

are in their formative stages. 

Initial arrangements and activities under active preparation for ISSBD/^HO collaboration 

are as follows: 

(a) Mobilization of behavioural scientists for advisory functions 

ISSBD is preparing a list of top-level scientists from which WHO can select relevant 

individuals who can provide expert advice on the psychosocial aspects of human develop-

ment ,with special reference to primary health care and the promotion of mental health. 

Such individuals will be suitable for membership of Expert Advisory Panels, for consultant 

work, for commenting on draft publications , or for contributing to new publications. 

(b) Preparations for input to United Nations International Youth Year， 1985 

ISSBD has been requested to provide expert advice and to comment on documentation 

being prepared for this Year ； also to undertake preparation of joint ISSBD-WHO publica-

tions on youth mental health with special reference to psychosocial factors affecting 

behaviour relevant to health. 

(c) Preparations for a manual concerned with the psychosocial aspects 

of primary health care 

ISSBD has been requested to propose individuals who could contribute sections or 

chapters for this manual, suitable for field workers, which will give simple explanations 

of all the health-relevant concepts and ideas stemming from the behavioural and 

developmental sciences• 

(d) Proposing research projects relevant to preventive mental health 

ISSBD has been requested to prepare outline proposals for innovative research 

projects designed to lead to more effective action in preventive work. One such 

proposal has already been made and approved, and it is now being expanded into a more 

detailed proposal. Its title is "Research into the developmental potential of 

environments : a basis for identifying indicators of psychosocial health and wellbeing, 

and for undertaking action to improve it" . 

(e) Representation of ISSBD at major WHO workshops 

ISSBD has already been invited to send a representative to each of the following 

workshops : 

(a) Washington, August 1983 . "Behavioural and mental health aspects of primary 

health care." 

(b) New Delhi , October 1983. "Coping with socio-economic change.,f 

Does the organization advocate any special reservations as to treatment or health 

procedures? 

N o . 

Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? 

No. 

7. (a) 

(b) 
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8. History of the organization 

1969 ISSBD founded at a meeting at the Psychological Institute of the University of Bonn. 

Election of first president: Professor Hans Thomae (Federal Republic of Germany). 

1971 First biennial conference, Nijmegen, Netherlands. 

1972 ISSBD formally constituted under Dutch law. 

1973 Constitution and articles of association approved by proclamation of the Queen of the 

Netherlands (acknowledging tax-exempt status of ISSBD in the Netherlands). 

Second biennial conference, Ann Arbor, United States of America. 

197 5 Third biennial conference, Guildford, United Kingdom, 

Election of second president : Professor Jan de Wit (Netherlands). 

ISSBD admitted to category 11C" NGO status with UNESCO. 

1977 Tax exempt status of ISSBD acknowledged in the United Kingdom. 

Fourth biennial conference, Pavia, Italy. 

1978 First research training seminar, Torun, Poland. 

Second research training seminar, Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Launching of ISSBD journal : Intarnational Journal of Behavioural Development. 

1979 Fifth biennial conference, Lund, Sweden. 

Election of third president: Professor Willard Hartup. 

1981 First workshop: Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Sixth biennial conference, Toronto, Canada. 

1982 Tax-exempt status of ISSBD acknowledged in the United States of America. 

Second workshop, Bangkok, Thailand. 

1983 Seventh biennial conference, Munich, Federal Republic of Germany. 

Third research training seminar, Budapest, Hungary. 

Application for international NGO status with WHO. 

9. Membership 

There are no member/affiliated organizations. • 

Membership of the Society consists of individuals only. Such members must support the 

aims of the Society and also satisfy the following criteria as set forth in the constitution: 

(i) having completed a university or equivalent training in one or more behavioural 

sciences ； 

(ii) being professionally occupied with research into a behavioural science and having 

published in this field. Said research should be aimed at processes of development, 

meaning development in the sense of change of behaviour, with the emphasis on normal 

development. 
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All members pay annual dues as specified by the Executive Committee. The current dues 

are $ 33e 

Current membership is in excess of 520 persons. Distribution among countries is 

indicated in the Annex, 

10, Is the organization affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization， 

or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

UNESCO, since 1977. 

11. Branch or regional offices 

None, 

12. Structure 

(a) The policy-making body of the Society is the Executive Committee. 

There are 15 members of the Executive Committee. The members are elected by the member-

ship , and hold office for six years. 

The Committee appoints the editors of all publications of the Society and the Chairman 

and members of the Nominations, Membership, and Conference Committees. It may create such 

temporary committees as it deems necessary for achieving the objectives of the Society. 

The President, the Secretary and Treasurer, and one member of the Executive Committee 

selected at the biennial meeting constitute a Steering Committee authorized to conduct business 

in the name of the Society in periods between meetings of the Executive Committee. 

(b) The Executive Committee meets at least once at the time of the biennial meeting of the 

Society. Additional meetings of the Committee may be called by the President or by a majority 

of the members of the Committee. 

Last meeting August 1981. Next meeting July 1983. 

13. Officers 

President - Professor W. Hartup, University of Minnesota, United States of America 

Past President - Professor J. de Wit, Free University of Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Secretary and Treasurer - Dr G. Butterworth, University of Southampton, United Kingdom 

Total number of paid officers and staff: none. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 

matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Y e s . 

15. Finances 

Copies of the Financial Report for each of the last three years (1980， 1981, 1982) have 
been provided.1 

Held by the WHO Secretariat (English only). 
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16. Publications 

(i) International Journal of Behavioural Development. 

Appears four times per y e a r , in English only. 

(ii) ISSBD newsletter. 

Appears twice per y e a r , in English only. 

(iii) Special reports. Proceedings of the biennial conference are sometimes published 

e.g. "Determinants of Behavioural Development", "The Developing Individual in a Changing 

W o r l d " , "Ecological Factors in Human Development". 

17• Documentâtion 

The following documentât ion has been provided : 

- C o n s t i t u t i o n and Bye-Laws 

-General information leaflet 

-Membership list 

- I n t e r n a t i o n a l Journal of Behavioural Development 

- N e w s l e t t e r 

-Copies of the Minutes of Executive Committee meetings 1975-1979. (Minutes of the 1981 

meeting will be approved at 1983 meeting.) 

-Copy of report to WHO, dated October 1982， entitled "The Relevance of Developmental 

Psychology and the ISSBD for WHO Mental Health Programmes". 

1

 Held by the WHO Secretariat (English only). 
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A N N E X 

ISSBD Membership by Country 

(June 1983) 

EUROPE 

A u s t r i a 1 

B e l g i u m 6 

Bulgaria 1 

Czechoslovakia 3 

Denmark 2 

Finland 5 

F r ance 21 

G e r m a n y , F e d e r a l Republic of 52 

Italy 15 

Netherlands 2 4 

Norway 3 

Poland 5 

Portugal 3 

Spain 2 

Sweden 18 

Switzerland 17 

United Kingdom 33 

U S S R 1 

212 

NORTH AMERICA 

A F R I C A 

Nigeria 1 

Zambia 1 

A S I A 

India 1 

Indonesia 11 

Israel 12 

J a p a n 16 

M a l a y s i a 1 

Republic of Korea 1 

Turkey 1 

43 

AUSTRAIASIA 

Australia 17 

New Zealand 1 

Canada 

United States of A m e r i c a 

35 

220 

255 

18 

TOTAL 541 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Brazil 

Chile 

Colombia 

Peru 

11 


