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EFFECTS OF NUCLEAR WAR ON HEALTH AND HEALTH； SERVICES 

At the request of a delegate in Committee В, the text of the statement made by-
Professor S. Bergstrom, Chairman of the International Committee of Experts in Medical Sciences 
and Public Health to implement resolution WHA34.38, when introducing the International 
Committee's report on "Effects of nuclear war on health and health services"^ is circulated 
herewith for information. 
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ANNEX 

STATEMENT BY PROFESSOR S. BERGSTROM, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS IN MEDICAL SCIENCES AND 

PUBLIC HEALTH TO IMPLEMENT RESOLUTION WHA34.38, ON AGENDA ITEM 31 

The Committee has studied the health consequences of three possible scenarios under 
specific technical conditions : 

(1) The detonation of a one-megaton bomb over a large city would kill more than one arid 
a half million people and injure as many. 

(2) "Limited" nuclear war with smaller tactical nuclear weapons totalling 20 megatons, 
aimed at military targets in a relatively densely populated area, would exact a toll of about 
nine million dead and seriously injured, of whom more than eight million would be civilians. 

(3) An all-out nuclear war using at least half of the estimated present stockpiles of 
nuclear weapons (an approximate total of 10 000 megatons) would result in more than 
1000 million deaths and 1000 million injured. 

It is obvious that no health service in any area of the world would be able to deal 
adequately with the hundreds of thousands of people seriously injured by blast, heat or 
radiation from even a single one-megaton bomb. Even the death and disability that could 
result from an accidental explosion (one bomb from among the enormous stockpiles of weapons) 
could overwhelm national medical resources. 

It is difficult to comprehend the catastrophic consequences and the human suffering that 
would result from the effects of nuclear explosions in the second and third scenarios. 
Whatever remained of the medical services in the world colild not alleviate the disaster in 
any significant way. 

The Committee was aware that its present report is not exhaustive. Therefore, it 
recommends continuation of the work of the Organization in this area. It further stressed 
the need to assess the feasibility of the health protection measures, especially in the 
event of thermonuclear accident. 

The conclusion of the Committee is, however, that from a medical point of view the 
approach should be primary prevention of thermonuclear explosions. 

The Committee believes that WHO can make important contributions to this process by 
systematically distributing information oil the health consequences of thermonuclear explosions 
and by continuing and expanding international cooperation in the field of health. 


