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The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Conscious of the urgent need of developing countries to mobilize all national and 
international resources towards the objectives of achieving the cherished goal of health 
for all by the year 2000 ;

Recalling that the World Health Assembly in repeated resolutions (WHA28.75, WHA28.76, 
WHA29.48, WHA30.30, and WHA30.43) had urged that, in order to redress the glaring 
inequalities and imbalances between the developed and developing countries, the programmes 
and activities of WHO be focused in ever-increasing measure towards the betterment of health 
conditions in developing countries ;

Emphasizing that such betterment was possible only through location of more and more 
programmes and activities in developing countries, and maximum utilization of experts, 
institutions and local resources available in these countries, as well as through fostering 
the generation of these human and material resources where they do not exist ;

Drawing attention also to resolutions WHA30.40, and WHA31.35 which laid stress on the setting 
of research goals and priorities in the regions in response to the expressed needs of Member 
States, and urged the balanced geographical distribution of collaborating centres in the 
field of biomedical and health services research ;

1. THANKS the Director-General of WHO for the sincere efforts made by him in this direction, 
as in the case of the Regional Advisory Committees for Medical Research ;

2. NOTES with dismay that the progress has been far from adequate, and that a good deal of 
the scarce resources allocated by WHO and other international agencies for developing 
countries are being recycled back to developed countries, as has happened in the programme 
of Tropical Diseases Research and other such programmes ;

3. URGES the Director General:

(1) to promote the distribution of budgetary and extrabudgetary resources and 
Special Programmes equitably to countries most in need ;

(2) to locate centres of collaboration, expert advisory panels, expert cotnmittees, 
and to develop teaching, training and research in such countries or regions where the 
problems they would deal with are more pressing and crucial ;

(3) to ensure such a rational distribution of funds, to shift as expeditiously as 
possible the major programmes as well as the required resources to the regional centres ;

(4) to work out proposals in the contemplated restructuring of WHO to reduce the 
inadequate and intolerably inequitable distribution of health resources throughout 
the world today.
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