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The Director-General submits the following report for the 

information of the Executive Board to apprise it of the action taken 

at the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, 

held in Paris from 1 to 14 September 1981. 

1• Introduction 

1.1 At the Fifth United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD V) held in 

Manila in June 1979， a resolution was adopted (122-V) inviting the United Nations General 

Assembly to convene a United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries in order to 

finalize, adopt and support a Substantial New Programme of Action (SNPA) for the 1980s for 

the Least Developed Countries (LDCs). The United Nations General Assembly, at its thirty-

fourth regular session, welcomed the invitation and adopted resolution 34/203, by which it 

decided to convene such a Conference. 

1.2 An invitation was extended by the Government of France to hold the Conference in Paris 

from 1 to 14 September 1981; 110 countries and all organizations and institutions of the 

United Nations system were represented• The preparatory work for the Conference was carried 

out in 1980 and 1981 with the UNCTAD Intergovernmental Group on the Least Developed Countries 

serving as the Preparatory Committee. Participation in the planning of the Conference was 

open to all States members of UNCTAD. At national level, individual country review meetings 

were held between representatives of the LDCs and of donor countries. UNCTAD was instrumental 

in organizing these meetings, with the assistance of the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP), the World Bank and other organizations of the United Nations system. The specific 

plans and programmes for the 1980s submitted by the LDCs were subsequently transmitted to the 

Preparatory Committee as a basis for discussions that resulted in several drafts of the SNPA, 

1.3 After three meetings of the Preparatory Committee, two main drafts of the SNPA were con-

sidered by governments. The first of these, prepared by the Group of 77，covered a large 

number of action programmes ranging from food and agriculture to foreign trade and 

transformational investments. A short chapter on health and nutrition was included under a 

section entitled "Human resources and social development". The second draft, formulated 

mainly by the European Economic Community, reflected a similar series of actions, but with 

g r a t e r emphasis on the social components of development such as health, education and housing. 

Thd. main task at the Conference was therefore to merge the two drafts to the satisfaction of 

all \concerned，as well as to decide upon the follow-up action to be taken at the national, 

regional and global levels for implementation of the SNPA within the framework of the 

International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade. 
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2 • WHO action during the preparatory stages of the Conference and during the Conference 

2.1 The Director-General ensured that WHO was suitably represented at all the preparatory 

meetings for the Conference. WHO representatives repeatedly emphasized at those meetings the 

indivisibility of health and economic development, with particular focus on the importance of 

a healthy work force for increasing production - a key factor for improving living standards 

in the LDCs. A t the request of UNСTAD， WHO prepared a background document for the 

Conference, outlining the major programmes of the Organization as decided by the World Health 

Assembly. 

2.2 In an attempt to facilitate governments
1

 efforts to merge the two drafts of the SNPA, 

representatives of the Director-General approached spokesmen for the Group of 77 regarding a 

new text for the chapter on health and nutrition, reflecting more fully the Global Strategy 

for health for all by the year 2000， as approved by the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly. 

Both the original and the new text gave special emphasis to primary health care as the key to 

attaining health for all by the year 2000. 

2.3 In addition, the Director-General himself addressed a plenary session of the Conference 

on 7 September 1981. He emphasized the individual and collective work undertaken by WHO 

Member States in the formulation of the Global Strategy, stressed the need for strong political 

determination by governments at all levels, and expressed the hope that the Conference might 

benefit from the positive experience of WHO in recent years, leading to closer action and 

understanding between North and South as well as East and West. 

3• Results of the Conference 

3.1 The SNPA was discussed at great length in Committee I of the Conference, and eventually a 

compromise solution was found, merging the two texts mentioned in paragraph 1.3 above. All 

governments reaffirmed their commitment to the target of O.TL of their GNP for overall official 

development assistance, which is already mentioned in the International Development Strategy 

for the Third United Nations Development Decade. Donor countries further agreed to devote, 

between now and 1985， 0.15% of their GNP to the 31 LDCs. It is estimated that official 

development assistance will have to be quadrupled between 1985 and 1990 to enable the LDCs to 

reach a stage of development that will put them above the "poverty line". 

3.2 A number of sections of the SNPA are of direct concern to WHO, including, of course, the 

specific chapter on health and nutrition, for which the text suggested by WHO was, with some 

modifications, included in the final version. The full text of the SNPA will be available to 

members of the Board, and their attention is drawn to the sections on human resources and 

social development, natural resources and energy, environment, and disaster assistance for the 

LDCs, as well as to point В of the second chapter, entitled "Immediate action components of the 

SNPA". 

3.3 In his closing address at the Conference, the President (Mr Jean-Pierre Cot, French 

Minister for Cooperation and Development) noted that priority attention should be given during 

the implementation of the SNPA to education, health, nutrition, and population policies. 

3.4 Regarding the institutional framework for following up the Conference, it was decided that 

each LDC would be responsible for organizing country review meetings with its aid partners. 

Assistance would be given in this respect primarily by UNDP and the World Bank, with the 

United Nations ensuring the fullest collaboration of other concerned organizations and 

institutions of the United Nations system. At regional level the United Nations regional 

economic commissions would have the main responsibility for monitoring the implementation of 

the SNPA, Other organizations and institutions of the United Nations system would be expected 

to help them in this connexion. At global level UNCTAD has been given the main responsibility 

for monitoring the SNPA. The Conference decided that UNCTAD VI (1983) and VII (1987) would be 

used as the main negotiating forums in this respect. The UNCTAD Intergovernmental Group on 

the Least Developed Countries would continue to serve as the preparatory body for discussions 

on the SNPA at these UNCTAD conferences. 
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4. Comments by the Director-General 

4.1 The compromise solution found in formulating a final text of the Substantial New 
Programme of Action for the 1980s for the LDCs represents a positive outcome of the 
Conference. A much-needed focus has been placed on the specific needs of the 31 poorest 
countries. The chapter on health reinforces the policies set in motion by WHO Member States 
and it might be expected that, if increased resource transfers occur through the implementa-
tion of the SNPA, appropriate consideration will be given to health programmes. 

4.2 The Director-General will ensure that WHO plays its role in the follow-up action foreseen 
by the Conference for implementing the SNPA, using the Global Strategy for health for all by 
the year 2000 as the basic framework. He will keep the Executive Board and, as necessary, 
the World Health Assembly, informed of the national, regional and global developments related 
to the SNPA. 


