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Initial preparations for the 1982 United Nations World Assembly on 

Aging were reported to the sixty-fifth session of the Executive Board 

and to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly.^ The Health Assembly 

requested the Director-General to continue his preparations for the World 

Assembly in accordance with resolution WHA32.25. The efforts of the 

Director-General in this respect are reported in the present document 

with particular reference to WHO's single most important preparatory 

activity, namely, the WHO Preparatory Conference for the World Assembly 

on Aging which took place in Mexico City from 8 to 11 December 1980. 

The report is submitted to the Executive Board for information. 

1. Collaboration with the United Nations for participation in the World Assembly on Aging 

1.1 The contribution expected from WHO to the World Assembly on Aging was discussed at an 

ad hoc Interagency Meeting on the Elderly and the Aged which was convened in Vienna from 

29 September to 1 October 1980 by the United Nations Centre for Social Development and 

Humanitarian Affairs. It was agreed that WHO would prepare a technical discussion paper on 

health policy aspects of aging, and would also contribute to other technical discussion papers 

on the mu 11 id is с ip1inary topics of nutrition, housing, environment, family, social welfare, and 

demographic trends. A further short contribution from WHO is expected towards a consolidated 

paper on the activities of the United Nations family, which will conclude with proposals for 

interagency cooperation. 

1.2 The ad hoc Interagency Meeting also agreed on a calendar of events containing tentative 
dates for United Nations regional technical and intergovernmental preparatory meetings, 
covering not only the Economic Commission regions of Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe, 
Latin America and Western Asia, but also North America. 

On 11 December 1980，at its thirty-fifth session, the United Nations General Assembly 

decided to rename the United Nations World Assembly on the Elderly as the United Nations World 

Assembly on Aging (resolution 35/129). 
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1.3 The preparations by the Secretary-General of the United Nations for the World Assembly 

on Aging provide for the Assembly to take place in the latter half of 1982， in Vienna, unless 

an invitation is extended by a Member State to act as host at another site. 

1.4 A voluntary fund for the World Assembly has been established and Member States have been 

invited to consider establishing national coiranittees to prepare for the Assembly. 

2. Global preparations by WHO 

2.1 The theme of WHO's contribution to the World Assembly will be the wellbeing of the 

world's elderly citizens in the year 2000. By that date the majority of the aging population 

w i l l be living in developing countries. The Preparatory Conference in Mexico City was held 

in order to help the Organization prepare this contribution. Half the Conference papers were 

prepared by experts from developing countries (Ghana, India, Mexico, Nigeria, Philippines, 

and Sri Lanka) and over half of the 29 invited national planners, policy makers and technical 

experts were from developing countries in Africa, the Americas, South-East Asia, the Eastern 

Mediterranean and the Western Pacific (the countries represented were Argentina, Bangladesh, 

Botswana, Canada, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, German Democratic Republic, 

Federal Republic of Germany, Ghana, India, Israel, Kuwait, Lebanon, Mexico, Nepal, 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Philippines, Sweden, Thailand, Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, and United States of America. 

2.2 One of the outcomes foreseen for the World Assembly on Aging is coordinated action, at 

the country level, by organizations in the United Nations family and the nongovernmental 

organizations concerned. Apart from WHO, four other United Nations bodies or agencies have 

programme activities in this field, and three of these were represented at the WHO 

Preparatory Conference: the International Labour Organisation, which in June 1980 adopted 

Recommendation 162， the first international instrument on older workers; the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, which, at its General Conference in 1980， 

adopted a budget aimed at giving opportunities for the elderly to participate in educational 

programmes; and the United Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, 

which the General Assembly has made responsible for all preparations for the World Assembly on 

Aging. 

2.3 The nongovernmental organizations concerned with aging that participated in the 

Conference were Age Concern, the European Federation for the Welfare of the Aged, the 

International Association of Gerontology, the International Centre for Social Gerontology, 

the International Federation on Aging, and the International Social Security Association. 

2.4 The ultimate aim of the WHO Conference was to help to ensure that the outcome of the 

World Assembly on Aging will lead to an enhancement of life in old age. With this in view, 

the Conference was a WHO initiative to promote the concerted action of intergovernmental and 

voluntary agencies that is expected to result from the World Assembly on Aging. The report 

of the Conference is an advisory document addressed to the WHO Regional Director for Europe, 

who acts for the Director-General in matters relating to the elderly. It is intended to help 

WHO to respond in a forceful manner at country, regional and global levels to the world plan 

of action that the World Assembly on Aging is expected to adopt. 

2.5 Themes on which advice is offered by the Conference participants include the physical, 

mental and social wellbeing of the elderly in the year 2000; health promotion in old age; 

adding life to years; technical cooperation and appropriate technology; development of 

social policies; intergovernmental and voluntary agency cooperation; and priorities for 

future health research. 
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3• Interregional preparations by WHO 

3.1 Participants from the three WHO regions that are spanned by the United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) met in Melbourne from 1 to 

5 December 1980 as a Working Group on Health Services for the Elderly in the Developing 

Countries of Asia and the Pacific. The meeting was organized in cooperation with the 

International Association of Gerontology ' s regional association for Asia and Oceania and the 

WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 

3.2 Participants produced country or area reports from China, Hong Kong, India, Malaysia, 

Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Singapore and Thailand. 

3.3 All Working Group documents, including the draft report, have been provided to the WHO 

Liaison Office with ESCAP, which will represent WHO at a United Nations technical meeting 

being organized in Bangkok from 27 to 30 January 1981. 

3.4 Themes covered in the report, which is an advisory document for the three regional 

directors concerned include the impact of urbanization and of changes in family structure 

on care of the aged; present and future services for the aged; and the role of nursing in 

care of the elderly. 

4. Regional preparations by WHO 

4.1 The possibility of WHO being represented by its Regional Office for Africa at a United 

Nations technical meeting on aging to be held in Lagos, Nigeria, from 24 to 27 February 1981 

is under consideration. 

4.2 In October 1980, the Member States of the Region expressed concern during the XXVII 

Meeting of the Directing Council of the Pan American Health Organization/Thirty-second Session 

of the WHO Regional Committee for the Americas, at the growth of the aged population in the 

face of scarce services for the elderly, and resolved to urge governments to establish 

programmes for them. WHO participated in a preparatory technical meeting on aging in Latin 

America which was organized by the United Nations in Costa Rica from 1-5 December 1980. 

4.3 Consultants are currently visiting countries of the South-East Asia Region. 

4.4 The European Region has the longest established programme in this field and its Member 

States have requested the Regional Director to assist them in specific areas concerning health 

care of the elderly. In response to these requests, projects are being implemented in five 

priority areas, and reports on at least three of these will be available in 1981: on the use 

of medicaments by the elderly; on services and systems of care for the elderly; and on 

behavioural studies. A publication is being prepared for 1982 to give Member States, in a 

single source, technical advice and recommendations made by European groups. Europe has 

several national institutes of gerontology that continue to support regional activities in the 

Region. Regional staff will participate in a preparatory meeting tentatively scheduled by the 

United Nations to be held in Frankfurt, Federal Republic of Germany, in April 1981. 

4.5 Projects of the European Region have always attracted interest from countries outside 

the Region. This applies to a multi-centre epidemiological study to assess the needs of the 

elderly in which Kuwait is participating. 

WHO was represented by its Regional Office for Europe at a regional technical meeting on 

aging in the Middle East and Mediterranean, organized by the United Nations Centre for Social 

Development and Humanitarian Affairs, which took place in Valletta, Malta, from 3 to 6 June 

1980. 
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4.6 In the Western Pacific the regional programme has been initiated by consultant visits 

to Australia, Hong Kong, New Zealand, the Philippines, the Republic of Korea and Singapore. 

Support was also given to a study mission from China to Europe and North America with a view 

to establishing a national institute of gerontology in Beijing. Extrabudgetary funds have 

been obtained to support an intercountry meeting in the Region during 1981. 

5• Resources 

5.1 At the end of 1981， the initial developmental support for WHO'S programme for care of 

the aged provided by the Director-General's Development Fund ceases. For the period 

1982-1983, specific provisions are made for the global programme, for the first time, in the 

proposed programme budget. 

5.2 A voluntary contribution of US$ 90 000 was received in 1980，to contribute to the cost 

of the WHO Preparatory Conference in Mexico City and for the secondment of an epidemiologist 

as a short-term consultant. A contribution of US$ 50 000 has been offered towards the cost of 

a film on the elderly being produced by WHO for 1982. Voluntary contributions have also been 

received for regional activities in Europe in 1980 and in the Western Pacific in 1981. 

6. National preparations by Member States 

Resolution WHA32.25, adopted by the Thirty-second World Health Assembly in May 1979,2 
was transmitted by the Director-General to Member States with a note verbale urging them to 

take appropriate action towards its implementation. It is important that Member States share 

with the Secretariat responsibility for implementing the provisions of this resolution, which 

also includes a request to the Director-General to collaborate with the United Nations and 

other organizations for appropriate participation in the World Assembly on Aging. 
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