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Progress report by the Director-General 

This report describes the steps which have been and are being 

taken, pursuant to resolution WHA33.20, to give effect to the 

conclusions and recommendations of the Executive Board's organizational 

study on the role of WHO experts and collaborating institutions • 1 

New regulations are being drafted; the draft will be ready for 

submission to the Executive Board at its sixty-eighth session. A 

plan of action and working procedures are being developed at the same 

time, on the lines of the conclusions of the study. 

The Director-General suggests that immediate action be taken by 

the Board to give effect to these conclusions pending the entry-into-

force of the new regulations. 

1 . Follow-up action on the Executive Board's organizational study on WHO experts and 

collaborating institutions falls essentially under three headings: 

(i) the drawing up of new regulations "to govern WHO 's mechanisms of expert consultation 

and institutional collaboration as a whole" (page 124); 

(ii) the formulation of "a plan of action to adjust the 

needs of W H O
1

 s programme and in particular to programme 

the general programmes of work for specific periods and 

development of biomedical and health services research" 

and 

envisaged to the 

determined under 

to the medium- and long-term 

(page 128, section 13.10(b)); 

system as now 

priorities as 

(iii) the elaboration of detailed working procedures for the setting up and the 

management of the system in its new fo r m . 

2 . New regulations have been drafted and are being further studied, both legally and 

technically, as a collective effort of the WHO Secretariat concerned at the global and 

regional levels• These regulations will be ready for submission in draft form to the 

Executive Board at its sixty-eighth session 

It is suggested that this more concise title be used henceforth in lieu of the original 

title of the study： "The role of WHO expert advisory panels and committees and collaborating 

centres in meeting the needs of WHO regarding expert advice and in carrying out technical 

activities of W H O " . Throughout the present document the page and section references in the 

text relate to the organizational study as published in document EB65/1980/REC/1, Annex 6 . 
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3 . Although the customary brevity of the mid-year session of the Board is unlikely to permit 

an in-depth examination of the regulations at that time, it is suggested that a relevant item 

be included in the agenda, in order to enable the Board to take cognizance of the text, 

express its general views on it and indicate any amendments that may be required• The Board 

would then review and approve the regulations in their final form at its sixty-ninth session, 

for submission to the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly. 

4 . On the basis of the conclusions of the study, the Director-General has undertaken to 

formulate the plan of action required from h i m . He is assisted in this task by the 

Secretariat's programme committees at the regional and global levels and is advised by the 

global and regional advisory committees on medical research. He will report to the Executive 

Board and its Programme Committee in due course. 

5 . Detailed working procedures are being evolved， on the same basis, to determine how WHO'S 

collaboration with experts and institutions can be most efficiently managed, especially as 

regards the distribution of functions between the regional and global levels of the 

Organization and the ways in which the Member States themselves can collaborate in setting up 

and operating the system. 

6 . Pending completion of the plan and of the procedures, the Board may wish to take action 

on the recommendations of the study which fall under its authority, pending the entry-into-

force of the new regulations. 

7. The Director-General, for his part, is ready to give immediate effect to the recommenda-

tions of the organizational study which he has the authority to implement, e . g” to review the 

structure of the expert advisory panels in the light of major programme priorities and 

objectives and to broaden the technical and international basis of selection of experts and 

institutions . 
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 Should the Executive Board agree with the above, it might consider： 

(i) authorizing the Director-General, under article 4.5 of the Regulations for expert 

advisory panels and committees,^ henceforth to appoint expert panel members for a period 

not exceeding four years or for the actual duration of the programme requirement that 

prompted their appointment, whichever is shorter (page 97， section 4.6.6), experts 

appointed prior to the adoption of resolution WHA33.20 (May 1980) being retained on the 

panels for the remainder of their term of office; 

(ii) cancelling the provisions of paragraph 1(1) of resolution EB37.R2 on the age of 

expert panel members and requesting the Director-General to apply the conclusions of 

the study concerning the appointment of women and of younger experts (pages 94 and 97， 

sections 4.3.6 and 4.6.9, and sections 4.3.7 and 4.6 ДО); 

(iii) requesting the Director-General to apply the further conclusions of the study 

regarding the language problem in expert committees (page 105, section 5,6(v)), the 

selection of consultants and temporary advisers to assist expert committees (page 105， 

section 5,6(iv)), and the written contributions of expert panel members to expert 

coTnmittees in which they do not take part (page 105, section 5.6(vii)); and 

(iv) confirming resolution EB17.R13 (January 1956) on the WHO study groups and deciding 

in accordance with the study
§

 s recommendations (page 107), that 

- W H O study groups may be convened, in lieu of expert committees, under the 

conditions outlined in paragraph 2 of resolution EB17.R13 at the initiative of 

the Director-General, who shall determine the nature and scope of their subject, 

timing and length of their meetings, their membership, and whether or not their 

report should be published; 

1
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- t h e Director-General in so doing shall follow, as far as possible, the principles 

and rules applicable to the convening of expert committees, particularly 

concerning the technical and international balance of the group; and 

- r e g i o n a l directors may convene study groups at the regional level, for subjects of 

regional interest, when one or more of the conditions outlined in paragraph 2 of 

resolution EB17.R13 is m e t . 

9
#
 Subject to the Board's decision on the above, the Director-General proposes: 

(1) to submit to the Executive Board at its sixty-eighth session, in draft, the text of 

new regulations governing mechanisms for expert consultation; 

(2) to continue the preparation of a plan of action to adjust WHO'S mechanisms of 

collaboration with experts and institutions to the needs of the Organization ' s programme; 

(3) to draw up working procedures for that collaboration along the lines set out in the 

Executive Board's organizational study on the subject; and 

(4) to report to the Board, in due course, on the progress made in implementing the 

recommendations of the study. 


