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Note 

This summary record is provisional only. The summaries of statements have not yet 

been approved by the speakers, and the text should not be quoted. 

Corrections for inclusion in the final version should be handed in to the Conference 

Officer or sent to the Records Service (Room 4012, WHO headquarters), in writing, before 

the end of the Health Assembly. Alternatively, they may be forwarded to Chief, Office 

of Publications, World Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland, before 

3 July 1981. 

The final text will appear subsequently in Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly: 

Suimnary records of committees (document WHA34/1981/REC/3). 

1
 



A34/GC/SR/3 
page 2 

1. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the procedure for drawing up the General Committee
1

 s pro-
posals for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve cn the Executive 
Board was governed by Article 24 of the Constitution and by Rule 102 of the Assembly's Rules 
of Procedure, and drew the attention of the members of the Committee to the documents provided, 
name ly : 

(a) a table showing the geographical distribution of seats on the Executive Board by 
region; 

(b) a regional list of the Members of the Organization which were, or had been, 

entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive Board； 

(c) a list, in alphabetical order by region, of Members the names of which had been 
suggested following the announcement made by the President of the Assembly in the plenary 
meeting under Rule 101 of the Assembly's Rules of Procedure； 

(d) lastly, a table showing the present composition of the Executive Board, with the 
names underlined of those of the Members that had designated a person to serve on the 
Board whose term would expire at the end of the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly and 
who would have to be replaced； for the African Region, Burundi
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 Cape Verde, the Comoros 

and Chad； for the Region of the Americas, Mexico； for the South-East Asia Region, Burma； 
for the European Region, France and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics； for the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region, Bahrain; and, finally, for the Western Pacific Region, 
China. 

At the request of the Chairman, Mr VIGNES (Legal Adviser) explained the procedure usually 
followed by the General Committee in submitting its proposals to the Assembly. The General 
Committee could, if it so desired, engage in a general discussion during which they could 
propose by word of mouth the names of countries other than those whose names had already been 
suggested in writing. The first operation would then consist in drawing up, by secret ballot, 
a list of candidatures in which the members of the Committee could include all the countries 
they wished to have taken into consideration. The Committee would then proceed to the vote 
proper, again by secret ballot, drawing up on the basis of the list of candidatures thus 
established a list of not more than fifteen and not less than ten Members； finally if 
necessary, the Committee would recommend the names of ten Members selected obligatorily from 
the previous list. Of course, if the list of candidatures established by secret ballot 
included only tea names it would be needless for the Committee to go through the successive 
stages that had just been mentioned. 

The CHAIRMAN first asked the members of the General Committee if they wished to hold a 
general discussion. As this was not the case, she wondered, since the list of Members 
submitted in writing to the Committee included only ten names and the countries concerned 
satisfied the criterion of geographical distribution, whether it would be necessary for the 
General Committee to go through the intermediate procedural steps enumerated by the Legal 
Adviser. 

Mr VIGNES (Legal Adviser) pointed out that the General Committee was obliged at least 
to draw up by secret ballot the list of candidatures which he had mentioned, so that its 
members would have the possibility of including in the list the names of all the countries 
they wished to be considered as candidates. 



Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) agreed with the Legal Adviser that, 
satisfactory though the agreement between the countries of the different regions might 
be, which had led to the drawing up of a preliminary list of ten Members ensuring a balanced 
geographical distribution, the Committee could not dispense with the establishment of a 
list of candidatures by secret ballot. It was only then that the Committee could, if 
necessary, pass on to drawing up the maximum and minimum lists provided for under the 
relevant provisions of the Rules of Procedure. 

Dr BORGONO (Chile) did not see why the General Committee had to go through all the steps 
in the procedure outlined, since the list submitted to it included only the names of ten 
Members and he therefore proposed approval by acclamation of the list of those ten Members 
for transmission to the Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN， after having consulted the Legal Adviser, stated that such a vote by 
acclamation was not possible. The General Committee would therefore have to follow the 
voting procedure laid down, and she asked Dr Marranghello (Costa Rica) and Dr Reid (United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) to act as tellers for counting the votes 
that would be cast. 

Mr VIGNES (Legal Adviser) reminded the Committee that before it could go on to the 
official vote for drawing up by secret ballot a list of not more than fifteen and not less 
than ten Members it must first proceed, also by secret ballot, to draw up the list of 
candidatures. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the General Committee had not deemed it necessary to hold 
a preliminary discussion with a view to the addition of the names of other countries to those 
on the list which had been submitted to it. She herself had thought that the agreement 
reached between the Member States of the different regions and which had resulted in the 
drawing up of that list - the agreement to which Dr Venediktov had referred - could dispense 
the Committee from having to go through all the steps of the procedure described by the 
Legal Adviser. 

Dr ABDULHADI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) felt that the statutory provisions in force should 
be strictly respected. Even if the list of ten Member States submitted in writing to the 
General Committee resulted from an agreement between Member States of different regions, 
none the less the members of the General Committee must be given the possibility of adding 
the names of such countries as they deemed desirable to those of the ten countries in question. 
For the Committee should avoid creating a precedent by not strictly following the provisions 
of the Rules of Procedure. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) stated that the list of candidatures could include a number 
of names considerably greater - 20 or 30 or even more 
mentioned in Rule 102 of the Rules of Procedure. 

than that of the first official list 

The General Committee took a vote by secret ballot to draw up the list of candidatures• 

The CHAIRMAN communicated to the General Committee the results of the ballot in which 
15 countries received votes. 

In response to a request by the Chairman for fuller information, Mr VIGNES (Legal 
Adviser) pointed out that the vote which had just been taken was not a formal vote but had 
only an indicative value and aimed only at drawing up a list of candidatures on the basis 
of which it now remained for the General Committee to proceed to the vote proper. 
Consequently the Conmiittee now had to draw up by means of a vote by secret ballot, a list 
of at least ten and at most fifteen Members. 

Dr SINGH (Malaysia) informed the Committee that his country, whose name appeared on the 
list of candidatures, wished to withdraw in favour of Japan which belonged to the same region. 



In response to further requests for clarification from the Chairman, Mr VIGNES (Legal 
Adviser) explained that the Committee could not skip a step in the procedure by failing to 
draw up the list of not more than fifteen and not less than ten Members, since the provisions 
of Rule 102 of the Rules of Procedure imposed on the General Committee the obligation to 
transmit that list to the Health Assembly with, if necessary, its recommendations concerning 
the ten Members who would provide if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) supported the Legal Adviser
1

 s interpretation. In his view 
the General Committee should have the possibility of transmitting a list containing more than 
ten Members to the Health Assembly. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL stated that the members of the General Committee were not obliged 
to enter more than ten names on their ballot papers for drawing up the list in question but 
that they were entitled to do so, provided that the names in question were those appearing on 
the list of candidatures. 

The General Committee then took a vote by secret ballot to draw up a list of not less 
than ten and not more than fifteen Members selected from the list of candidatures, which 
would be transmitted to the Health Assembly, 

The ŒAIRMÀN then read out the names of the countries which had obtained the necessary 
majority : Bulgaria, Maldives, Mozambique, Japan, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles , Spain, 
Guinea-Bissau, United Arab Emirates, and United States of America. She also gave the names 
of the countries that had not obtained that majority: Mauritania, Bangladesh, Cuba, Malaysia, 
and Niger。 

As the result of the ballot which had just taken place was that only ten Members obtained 
the necessary majority, the Chairman stated that she considered there was therefore no need to 
proceed to a further ballot and that only the names of the ten countries that had obtained the 
necessary majority would be transmitted to the Health Assembly, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Rules of Procedure, with a view to the annual election of ten Members to be 
entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that he agreed with the 

Chairman
1

 s suggestion. 

Since there were no other comments the Chairman announced that the procedure that she had 

indicated would be followed. 

2. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The General Committee confirmed the Programme of Work already planned for Tuesday, 

12 May, and drew up the programme for Wednesday, 13 May. 

The meeting rose at 13h45, 


