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EXPERT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Report by the Director-General 

In compliance with Regulation 10,6 of the Regulations for Expert 

Advisory Panels and Committees,^ the Director-General submits this 

report on three meetings of expert committees whose reports^ have been 

prepared in English and French since the sixty-fifth session of the 

Executive Board. 

The three meetings of expert committees and their reports are reviewed hereunder, in the 

following order: 

1. WHO EXPERT COMMITTEE ON MALARIA 

Seventeenth report 

2. THE SELECTION OF ESSENTIAL DRUGS 

Second report of the WHO Expert Committee 

3. EPIDEMIOLOGY AND CONTROL OF SCHISTOSOMIASIS 

Report of a WHO Expert Committee 

1. WHO EXPERT COMMITTEE ON MALARIA 

Seventeenth report 

Geneva, 20 February March 1979 
3 

1.1 Background information 

The seventeenth meeting of the Expert Committee on Malaria was planned by the W H O malaria 

action programme with the participation of the Divisions of Vector Biology and Control, 

Communicable Diseases, Health Statistics and Strengthening of Health Services. The 

Committee
1

 s previous meeting was held in 1974. 

The main purpose was to provide guidelines, particularly for the heaíth administrator 

and health planner, on how to plan, implement and evaluate malaria control programmes in 

accordance with the overall malaria control strategy endorsed in 1978 by the Thirty-first 

World Health Assembly in resolution WHA31.45. 

WHO Basic Documents, 30th ed., 1980, p.93. 

For easy reference, copies of these reports are annexed to this document 

(for members of the Executive Board only). 

3 
WHO Technical Report Series, No. 640, 1979. 
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1.2 The report 

The report, after reviewing the situation and the main constraints in malaria control, 

briefly indicates the principles that must be observed in implementing the antimalaria strategy. 

It defines the objectives of malaria control programmes, the possibilities of malaria control 

according to goals and associated antimalaria methodologies (which are referred to as 

"tactical variants"), and the epidemiological, operational and socioeconomic factors 

conditioning the planning of these programmes. 

The report analyses the control measures currently available for each of the four tactical 

variants defined, describes the interrelationship between the malaria services, the general 

health services and the community in the implementation of the programme for each of the 

variants, and determines the general guiding principles for programme evaluation. 

In its report the Expert Committee pays special attention to the factors determining 

malaria epidemics and to the methodology for forecasting, preventing and controlling them. 

It gives guidelines for developing task-oriented training programmes, taking into account 

malaria control programme objectives, and, after indicating priority areas for applied 

research, reviews the present situation in the different fields of malaria research. 

The report examines different aspects of programme coordination at regional and global 

levels, particularly regarding cooperation between and among countries, and considers 

international surveillance on malaria in the light of the revised strategy. 

The closing sections of the report include the recommendation that the French overseas 

department of Réunion be entered in the WHO official register of areas where eradication has 

been achieved, and a summary of the Committee's deliberations on the award of the Darling 

Medal and Prize. 

1.3 The recommendations 

Approach to malaria control. Wherever malaria represents a health problem, it must be 

given high priority within the context of primary health care. 

Planning of control programmes. In each malarious country a multisectoral malaria 

advisory body should be set up and should be involved in the planning, implementation and 

evaluation of malaria control activities. 

Basic determinants in outbreaks of malaria and programme implementation. 

Emphasis should be placed on the preparation of comprehensive technical manuals, a manual 

on engineering methods, and guidelines on programme implementation for the guidance of those 

responsible for malaria control programmes. 

The role and place of the malaria services, the general health services and the community. 

It is necessary to evaluate the experience already gained in the integration of malaria control 

w i t h i n the basic health services and to diffuse the available information to Member States. 

“ Control of epidemics. Greater efforts need to be made to contain and eradicate 

P. falciparum malaria, particularly in countries where the resurgence of this type of malaria 

has created a serious situation. 

Training in malaria control. Emphasis should be placed on the development of task-

oriented educational programmes; W H O , in cooperation with Member States, should meet training 

needs over the next five years, and provide teaching aids and manuals. 

Antimosquito measures. Recognizing that insecticide resistance is a major threat to the 

programme, the Committee recommends a series of measures to counteract and reduce the impact 

of the problem. 
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Cooperation and coordination between and among countries. The need for countries to 

incorporate antimalaria activities into their overall national health plan, and to develop 

a mechanism for cooperation with international and bilateral agencies, is emphasized. A 

special request is made to such agencies to give the highest priority to the provision and the 

manufacture of chloroquine for countries in tropical Africa. 

International surveillance and information requirements. In order to meet the require-

ments of the malaria control programme, it is necessary to improve and to further the 

development of the reporting system, and to stimulate the provision of accurate and timely 

information on relevant malaria data. 

Research. The Committee recommends a series of priority malaria research areas which 

should be stimulated and promoted by W H O . 

1.4 The implications for the Organization's programme 

The report is useful as a guideline for all those, at international and national levels, 

who have embarked on the review of their antimalaria programmes. The proposals on research 

are of particular importance since they are closely related to the programme's actual 

situation, taking into consideration future trends and requirements. 

1.5 Comments 

The report should be considered as a follow-up of the new malaria control strategy, 

endorsed by the Thirty-first World Health Assembly in 1978. It develops the objectives and 

basic principles laid down in that strategy and provides lines of action for the implementation 

and evaluation of the programme. 

The Expert Committee made every effort to avoid too technical terms, since the report is 

particularly addressed to health planners and health administrators who may not be fully 

acquainted with specific malaria terminology. It is hoped that this report will become 

a milestone on the road to developing and implementing the malaria control strategy, as was ^ 

the sixth report of the Expert Committee on Malaria with regard to time-limited eradication. 

2. THE SELECTION OF ESSENTIAL DRUGS 

Second report of the WHO Expert Committee 

Geneva， 2-6 July 1979
2

 "" 

2.1 Background information 

3 
In accordance with the Board's recommendation at its sixty-first session in January 1978, 

the first report of the WHO Expert Committee on the Selection of Essential Drugs^ was 

reviewed and updated, having regard to submissions received from members of the WHO Expert 

Advisory Panels on Drug Evaluation and on the International Pharmacopoeia and Phamaceutical 

Preparations, and also from WHO regional offices, national health authorities and interested 

international organizations. These submissions, together with many unsolicited comments, 

were collated for the consideration of the Expert Committee at its second meeting. 

1

 WHO Technical Report Series, No. 123, 1957. 
2 

WHO Technical Report Series, No. 641, 1979. 

3 
Resolution EB61.R17. 

4 — 
WHO Technical Report Series, No. 615, 1977. 
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2.2 The report 

No modification of the model list of essential drugs was entertained unless definite 

advantages were considered to accrue from the change and, in some cases, drugs of considerable 

promise were omitted when insufficient evidence of performance in a variety of medical 

settings was available. 

On this occasion, commonly used dosage forms and strengths for each drug included in the 

list were added to increase the utility of the information to countries seeking a reference 

source for determining, or revising, their specific requirements. 

2.3 The recommendations 

The work of the Committee was undertaken within the context of the general recommendations 

made at the first meeting of the Expert Committee in 1977. These were that WHO should 

cooperate with national health authorities desirous of establishing or improving lists of 

essential drugs and quality assurance systems and promote educational activities on the proper 

use of these drugs for specific categories of health personnel and also for the public. The 

periodic updating of the model list, the dissemination of unbiased information on each drug 

listed, and the exchange of experience on the practical use of lists of essential drugs were 

also recommended. 

2.4 Implications for the Organization's programme 

By furnishing a model list of drugs that assists countries to identify their own 

priorities and to rationalize their own drug requirements, the report provides a tangible 

basis upon which many elements of the WHO action programme on essential drugs can be developed. 

2•5 Comments 

The report focuses the attention of both governments and the pharmaceutical industry on 

the needs of the developing world. Specifically, it provides a basis for a dialogue with 

the industry which is already in progress and which is directed to improving the availability 

of essential drugs under advantageous conditions, particularly to the least developed countries 

3. EPIDEMIOLOGY AND CONTROL OF SCHISTOSOMIASIS 

Report of a WHO Expert Committee 

Geneva， 6-10 November 1978
1 

3.1 Background 

2 
Since the meeting of the WHO Expert Committee on Schistosomiasis Control in 1972 many 

important advances have been made in the control of this disease. Current integrated 

control methods employ all the available forms of chemotherapy, the latest mollusciciding 

techniques, methods to meet basic health needs such as the supply of potable water at village 

level and the provision of sanitation, as well as continuing health education and socio-

economic improvement. 

1 WHO Technical Report Series, 

2 
WHO Technical Report Series, 

No. 643， 1980. 

No. 515, 1973. 
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2.2 The report 

The report presents the latest knowledge of the biology, ecology and distribution of 

both the parasites and their intermediate snail hosts, discusses the epidemiology of human 

infection, describes the use of epidemiological models, and recommends the employment of 

standard quantitative parasitological techniques to determine the prevalence, incidence and 

intensity of infection. It points out that since the most recent estimate of the global 

prevalence of infection of 200 million cases was made, ̂  the population at risk in the endemic 

areas has increased, the number of man-made water impoundment s and irrigation systems has 

grown, and these have led to a further spread of the disease. The Expert Committee expressed 

its concern at the apparent lack of adequate interdisciplinary consultations at the planning 

stage of many water resources development projects and stressed the need for cooperation 

between the health administrations and other authorities when new man-made water resources 

schemes or extensions are under consideration in endemic areas of schistosomiasis or in areas 

where the infection could be introduced. 

The Committee reviewed the encouraging progress of 12 national schistosomiasis control 

programmes in Africa, Asia and South America and summarized the strategy, tactics and 

technology of the use of chemotherapy and molluscicides in control. 

The report concludes that control tools are now adequate, given sufficient political 

determination for launching national schistosomiasis control programmes to be conducted 

within the health care delivery systems. 

3•3 The recommendations 

After making specific technical recommendations, the Coiranittee urged that emphasis be 

given to the conduct of planned epidemiological, biological and ecological studies before the 

implementation of water development schemes in tropical areas to prevent or minimize adverse 

health effects. 

Other general recommendations were: 

- C o u n t r i e s should consider introducing long-term programmes for schistosomiasis 

control since recent technical advances imply a successful outcome; 

- T h e attention of the endemic countries should be drawn to the health problems arising 

from small water impoundments; 

- C o n t i n u i n g research on both field application of existing tools and development of new 
tools is essential; 

-Operational control schemes and training should be established in the irrigated rice 

areas of the Sahel in Africa and WHO should give maximum possible support to the 

national control schemes in the world's worst endemic areas, such as Brazil, the 

Nile Valley, the Philippines and Sudan; 

- C a r e e r posts and specialized training programmes should be established at regional, 

national and international levels to compensate for the shortage of adequately 

qualified personnel. 

3 

WHO Technical Report Series, No. 299, 1965. 



ЕВбб/35 

page 3 

3.4 Implications for the Organization's programme 

The report clearly implies an increase in operational control schemes and further WHO 

collaboration with countries in the design of the strategy, tactics and evaluation of 

control activities. 

3.5 Comments 

The report is most timely and valuable in pointing out 

exist for control technology and that, given determination, 

control are highly probable. 

that extremely useful tools now 

successes in containment or 


