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Provisional agenda item 42.6 

THIRTY-FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION A34/21 

16 April 1981 

INDEXED 

COLLABORATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: 

COOPERATION WITH NEWLY INDEPENDENT AND EMERGING STATES IN AFRICA 

LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Report by the Director-General 

This report, submitted in accordance with resolutions WHA33.33 

and WHA33.34, describes the action taken to meet the public health 

needs of the States concerned and of national liberation movements 

recognized by the Organization of African Unity (OAU)• 

The Health Assembly is invited to consider the draft resolutions 

recommended for its adoption by the Executive Board in resolutions 

EB67.R7, EB67.R8 and EB67.R9.
1 

1• Introduction 

1.1 In resolution WHA33.33 the Thirty-third World Health Assembly (May 1980) requested the 
Director-General : 

(1) to intensify cooperation in the health sphere with the front-line States which 
are subjected to repeated aggressions by the racist regime of South Africa and with 
Lesotho and Swaziland which are subjected to provocations and measures of economic 
blackmail by that regime; 

(2) to give special priority to the front-line States, Lesotho and Swaziland in 

programmes of health assistance in the African Region of WHO; 

(3) to continue making every possible effort to obtain the necessary governmental and 

nongovernmental support for an emergency programme of assistance to the front-line 

States, Lesotho and Swaziland; 

(4) to sustain and continue his assistance in improving the health conditions of the 

peoples participating in the liberation movements recognized by the Organization of 

African Unity; 

(5) to report to the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly on the implementation of this 

resolution. 

1.2 In resolution WHA33.34 the Thirty-third World Health Assembly requested the Director-

(1) to extend, in collaboration with the United Nations, specialized agencies and other 

bodies, all necessary assistance in the health sector to the new Republic of Zimbabwe, 

including the training of health personnel, cooperation in the technical field, and 

provision of medical supplies; 
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(2) to take all possible measures to encourage and 

Member States and Zimbabwe, especially in the field 

developing countries;
 f 

(3) to present a report to the Thirty-fourth World 

in the implementation of this resolution. 

1.3 In resolution AFr /rC3o/r14 the Regional Committee for Africa at its thirtieth session 

(September 1980)， recommended that the Executive Board adopt a resolution requesting the 

Director-General to: 

(1) continue cooperation in the health sphere with the national liberation movements 
recognized by OAU and with the front-line States, Swaziland and Lesotho, in collaboration 
with the United Nations, the specialized agencies and other bodies; 

(2) strengthen the health development programme with the new Republic of Zimbabwe. 

In resolution EB67.R7,1 adopted at its sixty-seventh session (January 1981), the Board 

in turn recommended that the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly make the same requests to 

the Director-General. 

1.4 The present report provides up-to-date information on the assistance to be provided 

during the financial period 1980-1981. 

2• Assistance to front-line States ， 

2.1 After Zimbabwe gained independence in April 1980, WHO continued to support the national 
liberation movements recognized by OAU, namely the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania (РАС) 
and the African National Congress (ANC) in South Africa and the South-West Africa People's 
Organization (SWAPO). In addition, WHO collaborated closely with the national authorities 
of the front-line States, Lesotho and Swaziland, in order to assist in improving the health 
conditions of the countries' populations as well as those of the refugees coming from South 
Africa and Namibia. 

2.2 Angola: A total of US$ 978 900 from WHO's regular budget is allocated to health 

projects and fellowships for the period. Extrabudgetary funds totalling US$ 400 000 have 

also been mobilized. Emergency assistance was provided for the health needs of the SWAPO 

liberation movement based in Angola. 

2.3 Botswana: From its regular budget WHO is providing US$ 285 600 for health projects, 

including an allocation for fellowships. Emergency action was taken against an outbreak 

of cholera. A total of US$ 696 895 is being provided from extrabudgetary sources. 

2.4 Lesotho: For the development of health services, health planning and fellowships, WHO 
is providing US$ 607 700 from its regular budget and US$ 253 931 from extrabudgetary sources. 

2.5 Mozambique: WHO is contributing US$ 659 039 from its regular budget towards health 

projects, vaccination campaigns and basic sanitary measures to improve the overall health 

situation in this country. A total of US$ 1 267 360 has been mobilized from extrabudgetary 

sources, including US$ 10 201 specifically for action against a cholera epidemic and to 

improve the health situation after floods. 

2.6 Swaziland: A total of US$ 196 900 has been mobilized from WHO's regular budget for 

family health projects, training and fellowships, and US$ 421 822 from other extrabudgetary 

sources. 
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2.7 United Republic of Tanzania: The amounts to be provided for the development of health 

projects total US$ 883 000 from the regular budget and US$ 136 347 from extrabudgetary 

sources, 

2.8 Zambia: A total of US$ 909 000 is being provided from the WHO regular budget for the 

development of health projects. In order to strengthen maternal and child health projects, 

a sum of US$ 833 947 is being provided from extrabudgetary sources. 

2.9 Zimbabwe : Following the admission of Zimbabwe to membership of WHO by the Thirty-third 

World Health Assembly in May 1980， a WHO office was opened in Salisbury. During the same 

month the Organization participated in an interagency meeting and workshop held in Salisbury 

under the joint auspices of the Government of Zimbabwe and UNDP to examine with Zimbabwe 

officials concrete projects that could be prepared and implemented by various United Nations 

agencies. The reconstruction of rural health units was identified as an iiranediate need, 

and WHO provided medical equipment amounting to 10% of requirements. In addition, a total 

of US$ 400 000 was allocated from the Director-General's and the Regional Director's 

Development Programmes for the first health development projects To assist in the 

repatriation of refugees WHO mobilized US$ 5000 for fuel and for ambulances coming from 

Dar-es-Salaam. 

2.10 The Director-General and the Regional Director for Africa paid an official visit to 

Zimbabwe in December 1980, and at a meeting with the ministers of health of the front-line 

States, the programme of the TCDC working group for the African subregion 3 was drawn up. 

A country health programming exercise was planned for March 1981. 

2.11 Also in March 1981， a special headquarters Regional Office mission was undertaken to 

prepare, with Zimbabwe health specialists and other appropriate government officers, a 

position paper for consideration at a donors' conference that month as a basis for mobilizing 

resources for the health sector. 

3 . National liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity 

3.1 WHO continues to cooperate with the national liberation movements recognized by 0AU 

A programme of intercountry activities has been implemented to ensure health cooperation with 

the South-West Africa People's Organization (SWAP0) and with the Pan-Africanist Congress of 

Azania and the African National Congress in South Africa. An amount of US$ 69 000 is 

provided from the regular budget for this purpose. 

3.2 WHO, through its Regional Office for Africa, the WHO liaison officer with 0AU based in 

Ethiopia, the Economic Commission for Africa, and the WHO programme coordinators in the 

United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, and Angola, maintains close contact with these liberation 

movements in their struggle for independence, and also cooperates with the 0AU Coordinating 

Committee for Liberation of Africa• 

3.3 The Organization continues to provide assistance through the multinational training 

centre at Morogoro, United Republic of Tanzania, and provided US$ 20 000 from its regular 

budget and US$ 723 453 from extrabudgetary sources. 

3.4 As in previous years, the national liberation movements recognized by OAU were invited 

to participate in the work of the TCDC working groups, the Health Assembly and the Regional 

Committee for Africa, as well as in training sessions. 

3.5 At its thirtieth session, in September 1980， the Regional Committee for Africa requested 

the Regional Director to organize an international conference on the theme "Apartheid and 

health".1 A coordinating committee, including the participation of the national liberation 

movements, was established. The OAU Coordinating Coiranittee for Liberation of Africa and 

the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the United Nations will be invited to collaborate in the 

preparation of this conference. 
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3.6 During 1980 WHO increased its collaboration with the Patriotic Front (Zimbabwe) before 

independence was achieved. An intercountry project reinforced this cooperation with the 

national liberation movement and provided support in terms of supplies and equipment. 

3.7 Two fellowships (in pharmacy and nursing) were awarded to refugee students based in 

Nigeria and the United Republic of Tanzania. A total of US$ 10 000 was mobilized for the 

fellowships and equipment• 

3.8 Cooperation with SWAP0 (Namibia) continues through the WHO programme coordinators in 

Zambia and Angola where most of the Namibian refugees are based. In 1980, eight new 

fellowships were awarded to Namibian nationals and a further eight students are being placed 

during 1981. The Regional Office works directly with 0AU and its Coordinating Committee 

for Liberation of Africa, based in Dar-es-Salaam， and it also maintains contact with the 

SWAP0 representative in Brazzaville. 

3.9 Cooperation with SWAP0 also continues through an intercountry health project which 

supplies health personnel, fellowships and equipment to this liberation movement. The 

budget provision is US$ 20 000. 

3.10 Following the bombing of SWAP0 camps in Angola, US$ 22 121 was spent on emergency 

medical supplies. W H O ' S emergency relief activities were coordinated with those of UNICEF, 

UNHCR, the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) and the Government of Angola. 

3.11 In collaboration with SWAP0 the Organization prepared the first phase of a country 

health programme for Namibia for the period 1981-1984. After the workshop in February 1980 

WHO and SWAP0 published a document entitled "Country health programming for independent 

Namibia
1 1

; this document has been transmitted to UNDP and the United Nations with a view to 

the preparation of a national health programme after Namibia's independence. The 

expenditures for Namibia in 1980-1981 from WHO's regular budget are estimated at US$ 119 000 

3.12 A total of US$ 3000 was provided by WHO for emergency medical supplies for the African 

National Congress liberation movement in Zambia, Angola, Mozambique and the United Republic 

of Tanzania. 

3.13 WHO participated in an OAu/united Nations interagency meeting held in Nairobi in 

June 1980. As indicated in paragraph 3.2, collaboration with OAU for follow-up with the 

national liberation movements is carried out through the WHO Liaison Officer based in 

Ethiopia. 

3.14 WHO 

September 

and other 

also participated in an international conference organized by UNESCO in 

1980 in favour of Namibia, together with the United Nations Council for Namibia 

governmental and nongovernmental organizations giving support to Namibia. 


