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1. Introduction 
1 1.1 The Executive Board at its sixty-sixth session in May 1980 decided that, beginning with 

the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly, the statement to the Health Assembly in plenary 
meeting by the representative of the Executive Board on the work of the Board during its two 
preceding sessions should be prepared in writing and distributed prior to the Assembly. 

1.2 In conformity with this decision the representatives of the Executive Board to the 
Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the 
Board's sixty-sixth and sixty-seventh sessions. The representative of the Executive Board, 
in his oral statement to the plenary meeting will highlight the discussions and decisions 
taken on some of the issues dealt with by the Executive Board at the two sessions, referring 
delegates to the more detailed review presented in this document and in the summary records 
of the Board. 

2. Sixty-sixth session of the Executive Board 

2.1 The Executive Board at its sixty-sixth session (26-27 May 1980) dealt with a number of 
procedural matters including the appointment of its representatives to the Thirty-fourth World 
Health Assembly, filling of vacancies on some of its committees and working groups, as well 
as the appointment of the General Chairman of the Technical Discussions at the current Health 
Assembly. 

2.2 The Board heard reports of its four representatives to the Thirty-third World Health 
Assembly and expressed its appreciation of the work accomplished by the representatives and 
their successful efforts in bringing to the Health Assembly the views of the Board, thus 
further strengthening the close interrelationship that exists between the two bodies. 

2.3 A number of reports on expert committee meetings were brought to the attention of the 
Board, and several members made comments which the Director-General will take into considera-
tion when implementing the recommendations of the expert committees. 

2.4 The Board selected "Alcohol consumption and alcohol-related problems11 as the subject for 
the technical discussions at the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly in 1982. 

t 

2.5 A proposal was made by Professor Ihsan Dogramaci, member of the Executive Board, for the 
establishment of a Child Health Foundation within the framework of the World Health 
Organization; this was warmly welcomed and approved by the Board. 

3• Sixty-seventh session of the Executive Board 

3.1 The sixty-seventh session of the Executive Board, held from 14 to 30 January 1981, had 
before it a very extensive agenda including several items of fundamental long-term， medium-
term and short-term importance for the Organization, such as the global strategy for health 

Decision EB66(1). 



for all by the year 2000\ the Sixth General Programme of Work covering a specific period 
(medium-term programming) and the preparation of the Seventh General Programme of Work; the 
meaning of WHO's international health work through coordination and technical cooperation; 
the proposed programme budget for the financial period 1982-1983; tentative budgetary 
projections for the financial period 1984-1985； implementation of resolution WHA33.17 con-
cerning the study of the Organization's structure in the light of its functions； infant and 
young child feeding; periodicity and duration of Health Assemblies； recruitment of inter-
national staff in WHO; and headquarters accommodation requirements. 

3.2 Some of these items had been considered by the Programme Committee of the Executive Board 
at its session held from 24 to 28 November 1980; the reports containing the Committee's 
conclusions and recommendations were presented and explained to the Board by members of the 
Programme Committee，which greatly facilitated the work of the Executive Board. 

3.3 Perhaps the most important item on the Board's agenda was its consideration of the global 
strategy for health for all by the year 2000. During 1979 and 1980 Member States of WHO, 
developing as well as industrialized, prepared national strategies which constituted the basis 
for formulating regional strategies. A draft Global Strategy was then presented to the 
Programme Committee at its November 1980 session, which in turn submitted the draft to the 
Executive Board with its comments and suggestions. The Executive Board had a detailed 
discussion on this draft and entrusted its Chairman with the task of preparing the final draft 
of the Global Strategy to be submitted to the Health Assembly, taking into consideration the 
comments and suggestions made by members of the Board. In so doing the Chairman has received 
the support of the Director-General• The Board also considered the need for preparing a 
plan of action for the implementation of the Global Strategy, either as an integral part of 
the Strategy or separately as a second step. The Chairman of the Board felt that the second 
alternative would be the most appropriate and suggested that such a plan be worked out in con-
sultation with Member States acting together in regional committees， and that a draft plan of 
action be considered by the Executive Board at its January 1982 session for transmittal to the 
Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly. 

3.4 The Programme Committee of the Executive Board examined an annual review and progress 
report on medium-term programming for the Sixth General Programme of Work (1978-1983 
inclusive) comprising medium-term programmes covering all areas of major concern for the 
Programme. The Committee made a number of suggestions regarding the nature and frequency of 
reporting on medium-term programming which were transmitted to the Executive Board, together 
with the progress report, and were endorsed by the Board. 

3.5 In accordance with a decision by the Executive Board at its January 1980 session, various 
proposals concerning the preparation of the Seventh Programme of Work covering a specific 
period (1984-1989 inclusive) were forwarded to Member States for consultation purposes, and 
further discussions on this matter were held in the regional committees during autumn 1980. 
A document based on these consultations was submitted to the November 1980 session of the 
Programme Committee, which endorsed the suggested outline of the Programme and in principle 
accepted the proposed broad categories of programmes arid the outline of programme classifica-
tion presented in that document. The Executive Board, after consideration of the recommenda-
tions and suggestions of its Programme Committee, requested it to prepare a draft of the 
Seventh Progratrane of Work for submission to the Board at its sixty-ninth session in January 
1982. The Board also requested the Director-General to prepare documentation for considera-
tion by the Programme Committee, taking into account the views expressed by the regional 
committees, 

3.6 The Board had before it a report of its Programme Committee on the meaning of WHO'S 
international health work through coordination and technical cooperation. This report con-
tained substantive conrnients by the Committee on the background document submitted to it, 
together with a revised version of the background document itself. After an extensive 
discussion on this subject, the Board adopted a resolution (EB67.R19) in which it submits to 
the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly, at the suggestion of the Programme Committee, a draft 
resolution which it recommends for adoption by the Health Assembly. 



3.7 The proposed programme budget for the financial period 1982-1983 took up a considerable 
portion of the Board's time. 

The Board began by considering the major aspects of general programme policy presented 
by the Director-General in his introduction to the 1982-1983 programme budget and rioted that 
it is the first programme budget to be prepared since the International Conference on Primary 
Health Care in Alma-Ata, and also the first within the context of the formulation of strategies 
for attaining health for all by the year 2000. 

The Board also stressed that the central principle governing WHO'S international health 
work, and hence its programme budget, is to develop WHO'S global strategy and inter-
complementary activities in the light of and in support of national strategies for achieving 
health for all. 

A very detailed discussion was held on most of the programme proposals, as well as on the 
reports of the Regional Directors on regional committee matters requiring the particular 
attention of the Board. A report containing the Board's comments on the Director-General's 
proposed programme budget is before the current session of the Health Assembly in document 
EB67/l981/REc/3. The Board also adopted a resolution (EB67.R6) transmitting to the Assembly 
a proposed appropriation resolution for the financial period 1982-1983. A working budget of 
US$ 484 300 000 is recommended to the Health Assembly. 

3.8 During its consideration of the proposed programme budget the Board adopted resolutions in 
relation to the liberation struggle and health development in southern Africa (EB67.R7), and 
special programmes of cooperation with the Republic of Equatorial Guinea (EB67.R8) and with 
the Republic of Chad (EB67,R9). All three resolutions contain texts of resolutions 
recommended for adoption by the current Health Assembly. 

3.9 In resolution EB67.R4 the Board decided to change the title of the "Special Account for 
the Cholera Programme" to "Special Account for Diarrhoeal Diseases including Cholera". 

ЗЛО During its review of the proposed programme budget the Board examined a report on casual 
income and decided to endorse the Director-General's recommendation to set aside an amount of 
US$ 12 ООО 000 from casual income to assist in financing the 1982-1983 programme budget. The 
Board also adopted resolution EB67.R5 recommending for adoption by the Thirty-fourth World 
Health Assembly a resolution authorizing the continuation during the financial period 1982-
1983 of the facility granted by the Health Assembly in 1979 to the Director-General to charge 
or credit to the casual income account up to an amount of US$ 15 ООО 000 any difference due to 
fluctuations in the US dollar and Swiss franc exchange rate used for budgeting purposes. 

3.11 Following the consideration of the proposed programme budget for 1982-1983 the Board took 
up the item on tentative budgetary projections for the financial period 1984-1985. After an 
exchange of views on this matter the Executive Board decided (resolution EB67.R10) to recommend 
to the Health Assembly the adoption of a resolution which would provide for a real increase of 
up to 4% for the biennium concerned, in addition to reasonably estimated cost increases. In 
so doing the Board emphasized that the 4% figure should be considered a ceiling rather than a 
target. 

3.12 The Board decided to request the Director-General to continue his contacts with Members 
in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the 
Constitution, and report to the committee of the Executive Board which is to consider certain 
financial matters prior to the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly. That committee will then 
make recommendations to the Health Assembly on behalf of the Board (decision EB67(4)). 

3.13 On the subject of travel costs of representatives of Member States to regional committees， 

on which all regional offices had been consulted, the Executive Board recommended (resolution 
EB67.R1) to the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly the adoption of a resolution which would 
allow for payment by WHO of the actual cost of travel, excluding per diem, of one representative 
upon request of those Members and Associate Members whose contributions to the WHO regular 
budget are assessed at the minimum rate. 



3 .14 The Board had before it a progress report of the Director-General on the implementation 
of resolution WHA33.17 concerning the study of the Organization's structure in the light of 
its functions. Several members made comments and asked questions which were replied to by the 
Director-General, after which the Board took note of the progress report. The Board also 
considered under this item a working paper on the Health Resources Group for Primary Health 
Care and recommended to the Director-General to continue his consultations on the setting-up 
of the Health Resources Group in accordance with the objectives and policies of WHO, taking 
into account the discussions of the Board, and report back to the Board at its sixty-eighth 
session fEB67(5、）. 

З Л 5 The Director-General presented a report to the Board on the question of periodicity and 
duration of Health Assemblies, following the request by the Thirty-third World Health Assembly 
to regional committees and the Executive Board that they consider and report on the implications 
of biennial Health Assemblies. The Board, having discussed a number of such implications, 
agreed in principle with the measures recommended by the Director-General should biennial 
Health Assemblies be adopted, and transmitted by decision EB67(6) the Director-General's report 
to the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly for its consideration. 

3.16 In connexion with the item on infant and young child feeding the Board examined first a 
report of the Director-General on steps taken by WHO since the last Health Assembly in the 
promotion of breastfeeding and improved infant and young child feeding. Several members 
commented on the report and made suggestions for enhancing the Organization's activities in 
this field, after which note was taken of the Director-General1 s progress report. The Board 
then took up a report by the Director-General containing a draft international code of marketing 
of breastmilk substitutes, which had been prepared in compliance with resolution WHA33.32 after 
extensive consultations# After members of the Board had expressed their views the Executive 
Board unanimously approved the draft international code and adopted resolution EB67.R12 
containing a resolution recommended for adoption by the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly. 
In the same resolution the Board recommended that the Health Assembly adopt the code as a 
recommendation in the sense of Article 23 of the WHO Constitution. 

3.17 In its resolution EB67.R13 the Board recommended adoption by the Health Assembly of a 
resolution which would remove smallpox from the list of diseases subject to the International 
Health Regulations and include smallpox among the diseases under international surveillance. 
Other minor amendments were also recommended. 

3.18 A number of expert coiitniiûùee and study group meetings were reported, on by the Director-
General ,and members of the Board provided comments and suggestions for the implementation of 
the recommendations made by the expert groups. Comments were also made on the report on 
appointments to expert advisory panels and committees. 

3.19 A report on the Real Estate Fund containing the status of approved projects and estimated 
short-term and long-term requirements was submitted by the Director-General. The Board, after 
examination of the report, adopted resolution EB67.R20 inviting the Health Assembly to adopt a 
resolution authorizing the financing of the proposed expenditures from the Real Estate Fund and 
the appropriation to the Fund of US$ 2 044 000 from casual income. 

3.20 Following a request by the Executive Board at its sixty-fifth session the Director-
General presented to the Board a report on headquarters accommodation requirements containing 
proposals for the construction of an extension to one of the annexes, as well as for the 
financing thereof. After having discussed these proposals and received explanations on some 
related questions, the Board recommended (resolution EB67.R18) to the Health Assembly the 
adoption of a resolution authorizing the Director-General to proceed with the construction and 
approving the relevant financial arrangements. • 

3.21 The Board, by resolution EB67.R2, appointed Dr U Ko Ko as Regional Director for South-
East Asia as from 1 March 1981 and, by resolution EB67.R3, expressed its profound gratitude and 
appreciation to Dr V. T. Herat Gunaratne for his invaluable contribution to the work of WHO 
while in charge of the Regional Office for South-East Asia. 



3.22 The Executive Board, after discussing the Director-General's report on recruitment of 
international staff in WHO, and in particular the issue of desirable ranges, decided to 
recommend to the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly (resolution EB67.R25) the adoption of a 
resolution requesting the Director-General to modify the method of calculating desirable 
ranges in line with that adopted by the United Nations General Assembly as well as to introduce 
a number of other specific measures in this context. 

3.23 In accordance with the provisions of Staff Regulation 12.2 , the Executive Board, by 
resolution EB67.R16， confirmed the amendments to the Staff Rules which had been made by the 
Director-General• 

The amendments result from decisions taken by the United Nations General Assembly on 
recommendations of the International Civil Service Commission, from decisions taken by the 
ICSC under its statute, and from changes the Director-General considered necessary in the light 
of experience and good personnel management. The revised Rules appear in document 
ЕВ67/1981/REC/1, and they are referred to in the summary records contained in document 
EB67/1981/REC/2. 

3.24 Following the decision of the United Nations General Assembly to consolidate post 
adjustment points into the net base salary scales for the professional, higher and ungraded 
categories, and in the light of the corresponding revision of the staff assessment scales, the 
Board recommended (resolution EB67.R17) to the Health Assembly the adoption of a resolution 
concerning adjustments in remuneration for staff in ungraded posts and for the Director-General. 

3.25 The report on the organizational study concerning "The role of WHO in training in public 
health and health programme management, including the use of country health programming", which 
had been prepared by a working group, received close attention by the Board. Some members 
suggested specific amendments which were subsequently incorporated in the final version of the 
report now before the Health Assembly. The Board adopted resolution EB67.R14 containing the 
text of a resolution it recommends for adoption by the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly. 
The Board also had before it a progress report of the Director-General on the implementation of 
the previous organizational study on "The role of WHO expert advisory panels and committees and 
collaborating centres in meeting the needs of WHO regarding expert advice and in carrying out 
technical activities of WHO". After consideration of this progress report the Board adopted 
resolution EB67.R15 which endorses the recommendations of the Director-General• 

3.26 As regards the assessment of previous organizational studies and their impact on the 
policy and activities of WHO, a study entrusted to a working group of the Executive Board, the 
Board decided, after examination of a progress report, to request the working group to continue 
its study and to report its findings to the sixty—ninth session of the Executive Board in 
January 1982, The Board also decided not to select a subject for a future organizational 
study pending its review of the findings of the working group (decision EB67(11)). 

3.27 Under the agenda item entitled "Collaboration with the United Nations system11 the 
Director-General reported on several related developments, including the eleventh special 
session of the United Nations General Assembly held from 25 August to 15 September 1980 to 
approve a New International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development 
Decade and to launch global negotiations relating to international economic cooperation for 
development; the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women which took place from 
14 to 30 July 1980; and the launching by the United Nations General Assembly on 
10 November 1980 of the International Drinking-Water Supply and Sanitation Decade. 

Still in relation to collaboration within the United Nations system, the Director-General 
reported that the United Nations General Assembly had approved the decision of the UNDP 
Governing Council to the effect that for the years 1982-1991 reimbursement of support costs 
will be made at the rate of 13% of annual project expenditures• The Board also noted the 
Governing Council's recommendation to apply this formula to all other technical cooperation 
activities financed by extrabudgetary funds and adopted resolution EB67.R21 containing the text 
of a resolution recommended for adoption by the Health Assembly which endorses the Director-
General 's proposals to apply this standard support cost rate uniformly to all WHO extrabudgetary 
activities. 



3.28 The Board considered a report on health care of the elderly and the preparation for the 
World Assembly on Aging to be held in 1982 and, in its decision EB67(13), requested the 
Director-General to report to the Executive Board in January 1982 on the continued collabora-
tion with the United Nations and other organizations for the preparation of the World Assembly. 
A report on WHO's cooperative activities within the United Nations system for disability 
prevention and rehabilitation in relation to the International Year for Disabled Persons 
(IYDP) (1981) was also before the Executive Board which, in its decision EB67(12), requested 
the Director-General to pursue these activities and continue to collaborate closely with the 
IYDP secretariat. 

3.29 The Board adopted a resolution (EB67.R22) concerning the report on the activities of the 
Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) for the period July 1979 - June 1980 and a JIU report on the status 
of women in the professional category and above. It also took note in decision EB67(14) of 
the sixth annual report of the International Civil Service Commission. 

3.30 After reviewing the collaboration between WHO and one-third of the nongovernmental 
organizations in official relations with the Organization, the Board decided to continue 
official relations with all of them. The Board also decided to establish official relations 
with the International Council of Women. 

3.31 The Board awarded the Léon Bernard Foundation Medal and Prize for 1981 to 
Professor I. Dogramaci and the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize for the same year to 
Dr Imam Zaghloul Imam. 

3.32 The provisional agenda for the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly was approved by the 
Board, which also decided that the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly should close not later 
than the end of its third week. The sixty-eighth session of the Board will be convened on 
Monday, 25 May 1981. 


