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The Executive Board, 

Recalling resolutions EB61.R171 and WHA31.32； 
2 

Having considered the report of 
information provided by the Director-

,3 the Ad hoc Committee on Drug Policies and the additional 
General； 

Convinced that the selection of essential drugs suitable for meeting the health needs of 
the majority of the population is the prerequisite for the development of technical 
cooperation in purchasing, quality control distribution, and, whenever feasible, local 
production of such drugs ； 

Noting that the countries of the South Pacific have already initiated a programme for 
technical cooperation among developing countries along these lines by adopting a common list 
of essential drugs for bulk purchasing, in collaboration with WHO and the South Pacific Bureau 
for Economic Cooperation (SPEC)； 

Considering that similar initiatives at country and regional levels require adequate 
technical and financial support from the global level, as outlined in the report of the Ad hoc 
Committee on Drug Policies ； 

Considering also that the offers by some drug manufacturers , both private and State-owned, 
to collaborate in the action programme, e.g., by providing essential drugs under favourable 
conditions to the least developed countries, should be taken into account； 

1. THANKS the Ad hoc Committee on Drug Policies for its comprehensive report ； 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to proceed with consultations and negotiations with 
governments, interested United Nations agencies, development aid organizations and 
pharmaceutical industries with a view to agreeing on a plan of action, obtaining technical and 
financial support, and establishing the Essential Drugs Fund as recommended in the report ； 

3. REQUESTS the Ad hoc Committee to keep under review the development of the action 
programme including its administrative structure, giving high priority to the urgent needs of 
the least developed countries, particularly landlocked countries and small islands, and to 
report to a future session of the Executive Board. 
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