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The Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations met on 16 January 1979 with ^thel^f ‘ 

participation of the following members : Dr A . N . A c o s t a , Dr I. D . Bajaj, Dr D . В• Sebina, 

Professor K . Spies and Dr M . О. Suazo. 

Dr A . N . Acosta was elected Chairman. 

1• Review of nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO 

The Standing Committee considered first the report of the Director-General，1 and 

welcomed the measures described therein, which are designed to rationalize the procedures 

governing WHO'S relations with nongovernmental organizations. Members also expressed the 

hope that the new measures would be accompanied by the strengthening of the support role of 

the Secretariat to the Executive Board in its task of considering applications from 

nongovernmental organizations for admission into official relations with WHO as well as with 

regard to the triennial review of organizations already in official relations. 

It was noted that under the terms of the new arrangements, adopted by the Board at its 

sixty-first session in resolution E B 6 1 . R 3 8 t h e first review of one-third of the 

nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO would take place at the sixty-

fifth session of the Board in January 1980. 

The Committee then examined the results of the Director-General's consultations with the 

21 nongovernmental organizations which had not replied with respect to the triennial review 

of the nongovernmental organizations in official relations with W H O , conducted by the Board at 

its sixty-first session in January 1978. In this connexion members had before them 

a supporting document containing a summary of comments received from the nongovernmental 

organizations, supplemented by the Director-General's appraisal of existing relations with 

individual nongovernmental organizations• It was noted that 20 out of 21 replies had now 

been received. After careful examination of all the available information including that 

supplied by the Secretariat in answer to members
 1

 questions, the Conmiittee decided to recommend 

to the Executive Board that official relations be maintained with the 21 nongovernmental 

organizations concerned. In the case of the International Association of Microbiological 

Societies， where there had been no response regarding the review from its central secretariat 

despite several reminders， it was rioted that there had been useful collaboration between the 

scientific sections of the Association and WHO and contacts had been of mutual benefit. It 

seemed that the lack of response may have been due to the election of new officers of the 

Association, and it was recommended therefore that a proviso might be added to the effect that 

the Association should provide within six months the information required in conformity with 

the Working P r i n c i p l e s a n d that its reply would form the basis of a further review by the 

Executive Board at its sixty-fifth session in January 1980. 
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2• Applications of nongovernmental organizations for admission into official relations 

with WHO 

The Committee considered applications submitted by the following seven nongovernmental 

organizations : 

International Federation of Health Record Organizations 

International Association for Suicide Prevention 

International Federation of Practitioners of Natural Therapeutics Ltd 

International Organisation for Cooperation in Health Care (Medicus Mundi) 

International Federation of Chemical， Energy and General Workers' Unions 

International Association for the Study of the Liver 

International Association of Cancer Registries 

In undertaking its examination of these applications the Standing Committee was guided 

by the criteria contained in part 1 of the Working Principles Governing the Admission of 

Nongovernmental Organizations into Official Relations with WHO^ and by resolutions EB45.R41 

and EB55.R54 adopted by the Executive Board on the subject. 

The examination was carried out on the basis of the replies submitted by the 

nongovernmental organizations to a standard questionnaire, which had been revised to emphasize 

the importance of collaboration with nongovernmental organizations being in line with the 

general and medium-term programmes of the Organization. Further information was supplied by 

the Secretariat in reply to members ' questions. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Executive Board the establishment of official 

relations with the following five nongovernmental organizations : 

International Federation of Health Record Organizations 

International Association for Suicide Prevention 

International Organisation for Cooperation in Health Care (Medicus Mundi) 

International Association for the Study of the Liver 

International Association of Cancer Registries 

Its recommendations regarding the remaining applications were as follows : 

International Federation of Practitioners of Natural Therapeutics Ltd 

The Committee recommended that official relations should not be established but suggested 

that working relations should continue• One member of the Committee wished to put on record 

his objection to this recommendation since he did not feel the nongovernmental organization 

wholly conformed to the Working Principles.1 

International Federation of Chemical， Energy and General Workers' Unions 

It was recommended not to establish official relations with this nongovernmental 

organization, since it could not be regarded as an organization concerned primarily with 

health m a t t e r s . 

The Committee therefore recommended to the Executive Board the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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RELATIONS WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

"The Executive Board, 

Having examined the Director-General 's report"^ as well as the report of its 

Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations 

1. ENDORSES the measures taken by the Director-General to rationalize the procedures 

governing WHO relations with nongovernmental organizations contained in the Director-

General 's report，1 as well as the recommendations made by its Standing Committee on 

Nongovernmental Organizations in its report to the Executive B o a r d — 

2 . DECIDES to establish official relations with the following nongovernmental 

organizations : 

International Federation of Health Record Organizations 

International Association for Suicide Prevention 

International Organisation for Cooperation in Health Care (Medicus Mundi) 

International Association for the Study of the Liver 

International Association of Cancer Registries ； 

3 . CONFIRMS its resolution EB61.R38
3

 maintaining official relations with all other 

nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO 
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