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Twenty-eighth session of the Regional 

Committee for Africa 

In the p a s t , the Board reviewed the reports of the Regional 

Directors on the work of the regional committees under a separate 

agenda item. These reports were introduced by the Regional 

Directors. In conformity with the spirit of the unity of the 

Organization 's programme, Regional Directors will now report on 

regional activities as an integral part of the Board's review of 

global programmes and programme budgets (provisional agenda item 12)« 

H o w e v e r , members of the Board may wish to raise particular questions 

concerning the work of the regional committees that have not been 

dealt with under provisional agenda item 12• 

The Director-General therefore has the honour to present to the 

Executive Board a report by the Regional Director highlighting those 

matters emanating from the twenty-eighth session of the Regional 

Committee for Africa which may require the particular attention of 

the Board. Should members of the Board wish to see the full report 

of the Regional Committee, it is available in the Executive Board 

room. 
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ORGANIZATION 
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DE LA SANTE 

Regional Office for Africa Bureau régional de 1
T

A f r i q u e 

REPORT OF THE WHO REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA 

TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

on the 

TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE WHO 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR AFRICA 

The twenty-eighth session of the WHO Regional Committee for 

Africa highlighted the extensive involvement of Member States in WHO 

activities in the Region and in the work of the Secretariat. This 

trend has now become irreversible. 

The programme policies of the worldwide and regional governing 

bodies served as a guide during the review of the programme budget and 

the work of WHO in the Region. Some innovative measures were recom-

mended that could lead to a genuine revolution in community health. 

1. The twenty-eighth session of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa was held in Kigali, 

Rwanda, from 20 to 27 September 1978. It was attended by delegations of 38 Member States 

and two national liberation movements recognized by the OAU, together with representatives of 

several international, intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations and agencies. 

2. The Regional Committee particularly appreciated the welcome extended to it by the 

Government and people of Rwanda and the presence of Major-General Juvénal Habyarimaría, 

President of the Republic, at the opening of the session, and unanimously adopted a motion of 

thanks (resolution A F R / R C 2 8 / 1 6 ) . 

3. Right from the opening meeting stress was laid on the social relevance of health 

activities to the African R e g i o n
1

 s search for more social justice for the least privileged. 

Innovative approaches were recommended which amounted to a virtual revolution in attitudes, 

approaches and activities concerning health. Team-work, community participation and the new 

management methods developed by WHO should contribute to this revolution. 

4 . The proposed programme budget of the WHO African Region for the biennium 1980-1981 was 

approved (resolution AFR/RC28/RIO)； it is in accordance with the guidelines of the governing 

bodies and with the needs expressed by Member States. The Regional Committee paid special 

attention to the monitoring of the implementation of programme budget policy and strategy 

(resolution AFR/RC28/R11). The Programme Budget Sub-Committee had appointed representatives 

to take part in meetings on the regional programme which were attended by WHO programme 

coordinators (both nationals and non-nationals) and by Regional Office officials. The active 

participation of Member S t a t e s
1

 representatives in all those meetings had facilitated the 

preparation of the regional programme and the corresponding budget estimates. 

5. Steps were taken to strengthen the role of the Committee as the main forum for defining 

the programme policies for health development (resolution AFR/RC28/R1)• The Committee
 1

 s 

method of work was reviewed so as to enable the Committee to discharge its new responsibilities 

(resolution AFR/RC28/R11). 
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Annex 

6. The Regional Committee approved the Regional Director
1

 s short report on activities in 

1977 (resolution AFR/RC28/R2)• The Committee, which particularly appreciated the report, 

encouraged the Regional Director to continue his efforts to achieve the social objective of 

health for all by the year 2000. In this context of the implementation of new approaches 

slanted towards national and regional self-responsibility and self-reliance, the Regional 

Committee studied the nutrition programme, policies and management for pharmaceutical sub-

stances , b i o l o g i c a l s and medical supplies, the regional programme for onchocerciasis control, 

and the implementation of the long-term plan for disease control. The Committee instructed 

the Programme Budget Sub-Committee to examine long-term health trends (Procedural decision 

No. 6). 

7. The regional programme of medical and health research was approved by the Regional 

Committee, which laid stress on the implementation of activities aimed at satisfying the real 

needs of the population, through research on appropriate technology. Special attention was 

paid to the development of the regional network of research centres and the training of 

research workers. 

8 . The Regional Committee noted with interest resolution См/Res 651 (XXXI) adopted by the 

OAU at Khartoum concerning the demarcation of the African Region of W H O , and decided to con-

tinue its efforts to bring the boundaries of the Region into line with those of the Organization 

of African Unity (resolution AFR/RC28/R4). 

9. The gradual introduction of Portuguese as a working language of WHO in the Region will 

improve the dissemination of health information to Por tugues е-speaking populations 

(resolution AFR/RC28/R13), 

10. Technical cooperation among developing countries (TCDC) was recognized as a key factor 

in the health development of the countries of the Region. The Committee established a 

mechanism based on the allocation of countries to three subregional working groups, under 

the Standing Committee on TCDC. The mechanism is flexible and should in no way hamper 

exchanges between countries belonging to different subregions (resolution AFR/RC28/R14). 

11. The technical discussions dealt with social policy and health development in Africa. 

The participants recognized the need for a genuine social revolution in public health to 

bring about more social justice. Such a revolution should be possible, whatever the type of 

society, provided there is a firm political will (resolution AFR/RC28/R14). 

12. The resolutions of regional interest adopted by the Thirty-first World Health Assembly 

and by the sixty-first and sixty-second sessions of the Executive Board were introduced by 

the First Vice-President of the Thirty-first World Health Assembly, who was also Chairman of 

the twenty-seventh session of the WHO Regional Committee for A f r i c a . A thorough study of 

these resolutions gave rise to specific guidelines for their implementation at the regional 

level (resolution AFR/RC28/r3). Special attention was paid to measures intended to meet the 

basic needs of the least privileged. 

13. The Committee welcomed the results achieved in smallpox eradication; it urged WHO to 

restrict the number of laboratories holding live virus stocks to four and to exercise 

surveillance over them. The Committee also expressed the hope that Ethiopia would be among 

the countries holding reserve stocks of smallpox vaccine. 

14. In conclusion, the twenty-eighth session of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa was 

characterized by the active participation of Member States in the preparation of working 

documents and in the presentation of most agenda items. This enabled the representatives 

of Member States and the Regional Secretariat to strengthen the team spirit that is essential 

to health development in A f r i c a . During the past year the Regional Committee, the Programme 

Budget Sub-Committee and the Member States of the Region were represented at all meetings con-

cerning the programme that were organized by the Regional Secretariat. 
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