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The Executive Board, 

Recalling resolution WHA28.66; 

Having considered the report of the Expert Committee on the Selection of Essential Drugs 
-.id the report of the Director-General on Drug Policies and Management；^ 

Realizing that large segments of the world's population do not have access to the most 
essential drugs and vaccines that are indispensable to ensure effective health care； 

Recognizing the importance of an adequate supply of essential drugs and vaccines to meet 
the real health needs of people, particularly in developing countries, through the implementa-
tion of national programmes of health care； 

Deeply concerned by the high proportion of health budgets spent on pharmaceuticals by 
governments of developing countries, thereby limiting the funds available for the provision 
of adequate health care to the whole population; 

Stressing the need to provide essential drugs of adequate quality, in sufficient quantity 
and at reasonable costs to meet the health needs of these countries; 

Considering that local production of essential drugs and vaccines is a legitimate 
aspiration which developing countries have expressed on many occasions, and that considerable 
progress has been achieved in some countries； 

Convinced that urgent international action is required to alleviate this situation through 
the establishment of an action programme of technical cooperation on essential drugs aimed at 
strengthening the national capabilities of developing countries in the field of selection and 
proper use of essential drugs to meet their real needs, and in local production and quality 
control, wherever feasible, of such drugs； 

1. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to continue to identify the drugs and vaccines which, in the light of 
scientific knowledge, are indispensable for basic health care and disease control 
in the vast majority of the population, and to update periodically this aspect of 
the report of the Expert Committee on Essential Drugs； 
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(2) to cooperate with Member States in formulating drugs policies and programmes 
that are relevant to the real health needs of populations, aimed at ensuring access 
of the whole population to essential drugs at a cost the country can afford; 

(3) to foster technical cooperation among developing countries for the formulation 
and implementation of appropriate programmes on essential drugs； 

(4) to stimulate bilateral and multilateral aid agencies to provide generous support 
to countries for the implementation of their programmes on essential drugs； 

(5) to maintain a dialogue with the pharmaceutical industry on its social 
responsibility to collaborate in meeting the health needs of large under-served 
segments of the world's population; 

(6) to appeal to governments and the pharmaceutical industry to participate in 
WHO'S action programme of technical cooperation aimed at making available to 
governments of the less developed countries essential drugs and vaccines under 
favourable conditions in order to extend population coverage； 

(7) to develop a system of quality control of the products provided under such a 
programme of technical cooperation. 
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