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Name of organization 

f f ‘ . 

International Society for the Study of Behavioural Development � 7 

2• Address of headquarters 

3. 

Secretariat: Dr Harry McGurk, Department 

Guildford, Surrey, GU2 5XH, 

of Psychology, University of Surrey, 

England. 

President: Dr Jan de W i t , Paedologisch 

The Netherlands. 

Iristituut, Vossiusstraat 56，Amsterdam, 

Addresses of all branch or regional headquarters 

Not applicable. 

4. Membership 

(a) 386 

(b) Subscriptions are paid directly by individual members
# 

(c) Not applicable. 

(d) There is only one type of membership. Membership is open to established 

scientists with interests in the interdisciplinary study of behavioural development 

and in the application of their knowledge to the solution of human problems. 

5• General purposes of the organization 

6. What is the primary function of the organization? 

The objects of the Society are fivefold: 

(i) to promote the integration of research on human developmental processes at all 

stages, including infancy, childhood, adolescence, adulthood, middle and old age• 

(ii) to promote the integration of different methodologies employed in the study of 

human development. 

1 As submitted by the applicant on 18 August 1976. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the non-

governmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 

opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 

territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 

or boundaries. 
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(iii) to promote and facilitate the integration of different national research projects 

concerned with the same or similar areas of development. 

(iv) to facilitate international communication and information exchange concerning 

current and future research. 

(V) to promote the training of researchers in human behavioural development， in parti-

cular in those regions of the world where training facilities at advanced levels are 

either restricted or are not readily available, and with particular respect to the 

practical needs of such regions. 

7, Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

The Society does not advocate any special health measures or procedures but is generally 

concerned to ensure that scientific knowledge is applied to optimizing the conditions for 

favourable human psychological development with respect to such issues as food production and 

nutrition, sanitation, housing, education, social and urban stress, etc. 

8
4
 Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 

matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? If so， on what 

subjects? If no t , please clarify. 

Yes. The Officers of the Society can speak authoritatively on behalf of the membership 

on all matters relating to the aims and objects of the Society. 

9. Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health Organization 

Membership of the Society includes recognized experts who are actively engaged in 

applied research in such areas as: 

Psychological development and general health in infancy and early childhood. 

Influence of hospital management of birth process on mother-infant relationships. 

Etiology of psychological and behavioural disturbance in childhood and adolescence. 

Relationship between nutrition and psychological development in the developing countries. 

Psychological adjustment to aging. 

Maintenance of behavioural, social and psychological performance in aged populations. 

10. Officers 

There are two principal officers of the Society. The President is Professor Jan de W i t , 

Director of Paedologisch Instituut, Vossiusstraat 56, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

The General Secretary and Treasurer is Dr Harry McGurk， Lecturer in Developmental 

Psychology, Department of Psychology, University of Surrey, Guildford, Surrey, England. 

The Society has no paid personnel at this point in time. 

11• Structure 

(a) The Society is governed by an Executive Committee comprising 15 members, including 

the two principal Officers. 
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(b) The Executive Committee meets at lea 

general business meeting of the Society. 

Paris, France, on 23 July 1976. The last 

Guildford, England, on 16 July 1975. 

(c) Decisions on the Executive Committee 

vote. 

(d) At present the Society has no formal 

international agency. 

it once per year and reports biennially to a 

The last Executive Committee meeting was held in 

biennial meeting of the Society was held in 

are arrived at consensually or by majority 

affiliation with any other organization or 

12• Finances 

The Society's income at present is derived primarily from membership dues although 

support is being actively sought from various educational and other foundations to fund the 

Society
1

 s training programme. Accounts are prepared biennially. 

13. History 

The Society was founded in May 1969 and is registered in Amsterdam under Dutch Law. 

The Society's Constitution^- was ratified in July 1972 and received the Royal Assent of the 

Queen of the Netherlands in February 1973. The first biennial conference was held at 

Nijmegen, Holland, in July 1971 (Theme: Research approaches to the study of genetic and 

environmental influences on development). A second biennial conference took place at 

Ann Arbor, Michigan, United States of America, in August 1973 (Theme: The developing 

individual in a changing world) and the third at Guildford, England, in July 1975 (Theme: 

Ecological factors in human development). In addition, regional meetings were organized at 

Tokyo, Japan, in August 1972 and at Jerusalem, Israel, in June 1975. 

14. Activities 

The main achievement of the Society to date has been in the establishment of inter-

national avenues of communication between scientists engaged in the study of human behavioural 

development. Having fostered and consolidated these important links it is now proposed to 

use them as a base from which to promote, on an international basis, research and training 

contributions to the solution of practical problems associated with behavioural and psycho-

logical development. 

15• Publications^ 

The Society, in addition to sponsoring regular symposia and conferences, publishes an 

annual Newsletter• 

16. Documentation 

Documentation is being held by the Secretariat. 

1 Held by the Secretariat. 


