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During its tenth, eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth meetings held on 21， 22 and 23 May 
1979, Committee В decided to recommend to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly the 
adoption of the resolutions and decisions relating to the following agenda items：

3.3 Supplementary budgetary requirements for 1979

3.10 Collaboration with the United Nations system

3.10.1 General matters
(Two resolutions have been adopted on this agenda item)

1.8 Method of work of the Health Assembly

3.11 United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund

3.11.1 Annual Report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board for 1977

Committee В decided to recommend to the Thirty-second World Health 
Assembly to note the status of the operation of the Joint Staff Pension 
Fund, as indicated by its annual report for the year 1977 and as 
reported by the Director-General.

3.11.2 Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee

Committee В decided to recommend to the Thirty-second World Health 
Assembly that Dr A. Sauter should be appointed as a member of the WHO 
Staff Pension Committee, in a personal capacity, for a period of three 
years ; and that the member of the Executive Board designated by the 
Government of Iran should be appointed as alternate member of the 
Committee for a period of three years.

3.10 Collaboration with the United Nations system

3.10.2 Technical cooperation among developing countries

3.12 Health conditions of the Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, 
including Palestine

Committee В decided to recommend to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly that 
it postpone the consideration of the item and include it in the agenda of the 
Thirty-third World Health Assembly.1

This decision was taken after the Chairman had read the following text：

Bearing in mind resolutions of the Health Assembly on "Health conditions of the 
Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine11；

Taking into consideration that the Special Committee of Experts did not pursue 
the study requested by resolution WHA31.38;

Request the Special Committee of Experts to submit a report to the Thirty-third 
World Health Assembly.

Decides to postpone the consideration of the item and to include it in the 
agenda of its Thirty-third Health Assembly.，*
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SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGETARY REQUIREMENTS FOR 1979 

Extending borrowing authority

The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Having considered the reporté of the Director-General on any further developments 
affecting the supplementary budgetary requirements for 1979, and the recommendations, on 
behalf of the Board, of the Committee of the Executive Board to Consider Certain Financial 
Matters Prior to the Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

1. STRESSES the need to ensure the financing of the approved programme budget for 1979 and 
to this end urges all Member States which have not already done so to pay their assessed 
contributions as early as possible;

2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General, if the cash balance of the Working Capital Fund, and 
such internal borrowing as may be possible and practical under Financial Regulation 5.1, 
should prove to be temporarily inadequate to finance the approved programme budget for 1979, 
to borrow funds from governments, banks or other external sources;

3. DECIDES that repayment of such loans be made as soon as contributions received make this 
possible, and will have priority over the repayment of funds borrowed internally pursuant to 
Financial Regulations 5.1 and 6.3;

4. DECIDES further that any interest due on such loans be charged to the Casual Income 
Account;

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to report any such borrowings to the Executive Board at its 
next session.

1 Document A32/ 36.
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COLLABORATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - GENERAL MATTERS

Coordination of activities with other United Nations agencies 
and attainment of health for all by the year 2000

The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolution WHA30.43, in which it is proclaimed that the attainment by all the 
peoples of the world by the year 2000 of a level of health that will permit them to lead a 
socially and economically productive life is the main social target of governments and of 

WHO;

Reaffirming the statement in the Declaration of Alma-Ata to the effect that an acceptable 
level of health for all the peoples of the world by the year 2000 can be attained through 
fuller and better use of the world's resources, a considerable part of which is now spent on 
armaments and military conflicts, and that a genuine policy of independence, peace, détente 
and disarmament could and should release additional resources that could well be devoted to 
peaceful aims and in particular to the acceleration of social and economic development, of 
which primary health care is an essential part;

Noting resolutions 33/72 А, ЗЗ/91 E, 33/71 H and ЗЗ/66 В and other resolutions adopted in 
recent years by the United Nations General Assembly on maintenance and strengthening of peace, 
extension of détente, averting the threat of nuclear war, prohibition of the development of 
new types of weapons of mass destruction, banning of aggressive military conflicts, and 
attainment of the objectives of true disarmament;

Recalling also the contribution that WHO has already made to the strengthening of peace 
and cooperation between nations, notably resolution WHA15.51 on the role of the physician in 
the preservation and promotion of peace, resolution WHA20.54 on weapons of mass destruction, 
and resolutions WHA22.58 and WHA23.53 on prohibition of the production and stockpiling of 
chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons,

1. CALLS UPON Member States to redouble their efforts towards the establishing, 
maintaining and strengthening of peace throughout the world, the consolidation of international 
détente and the attainment of disarmament, with a view to creating the conditions for a 
large-scale release of resources which could be used for the development of public health in 
the world;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to：

(1) prepare a report on the further steps which WHO, as a United Nations specialized 
agency, would be able to take in the interests of international socioeconomic development, 
and also with the aim of assisting in the implementation of the United Nations resolutions 
on strengthening of peace, détente and disarmament;

(2) conduct a study for consideration by the Executive Board on the subject of 
strengthening the cooperation of the World Health Organization with other organizations 
within the United Nations system in order to achieve the objective of health for all by 

the year 2000.
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COLLABORATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - GENERAL MATTERS 

Health Care of the Elderly 

The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Having noted the resolution adopted by the Thirty-third Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly (Resolution 33/52) , deciding to organize a World Assembly on the Elderly 

in 1982;

Recognizing the leadership role of WHO in the health care of the elderly, and in the 
hope that the United Nations will invite WHO to take a prominent role in organizing the 
Assembly ;

Knowing that both the absolute number and proportion of older people are increasing in 
all regions of the world, while at the same time health and social support services are 
either lacking or deficient and need to be developed further ;

Believing that by the year 2000 the populations of the developing nations and developed 
nations of the world will have increased significantly and thus will have to envisage critical 
problems in the promotion of health, economic and social policy ;

Considering that attention must be given to prevention in the social, economic and 
health spheres, starting with young people, to develop lifelong patterns that will help avoid 
debilitating conditions of old age ;

Considering that in addition to family care alternatives must go beyond institutional 
care, such as home care, day care and ambulatory care to greatly improve the quality of life 
of the elderly ;

Noting also that the World Health Assembly on the Elderly will focus attention on the 
health, social and economic needs of the elderly ;

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to:

(1) continue to support the important efforts in this area already under way by WHO, 
and to mobilize the extra resources, both budgetary and extrabudgetary, which will
be required ;

(2) undertake activities in collaboration with the United Nations and other agencies 
for appropriate participation in the Assembly ;

(3) consider the selection of lfHealth of the Aged11 as the theme for World Health 
Day, 1982 ;

(4) take appropriate measures to maximize the activity of the Global Programme, 
which is aimed at improving the health care and health status of the older populations 
of all nations ;

(5) make use of present information systems to obtain and disseminate information on 
health problems and care of the aged ;

(6) promote activities for determining effective approaches for providing health care 
to the elderly, including integration into primary health care ;

(7) encourage comparative studies which provide a better understanding of the ways 
in which the elderly differ in physiological and pathological functions, as, for 
example, in absorption, effectiveness and metabolism or excretion of drugs ;
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(8) encourage studies of the life histories of healthy elderly to promote under
standing of the factors able to prevent sickness and disability in later life ;

(9) encourage participation by WHO in workshops and conferences composed of 
representatives of national government and international organizations for the 
purpose of discussing alternatives to institutional care for providing social 
security and minimum incomes, housing, health care, including maintenance of 
physical activity, meals, homemaker services, transportation and other needed 

services ;

(10) transmit to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the text of the 
present resolution, with a view to ensuring that WHO assumes an appropriate 
role in the preparations for the World Assembly ;

(И)
third
World

report to the sixty-fifth session of the Executive Board and the Thirty-
World Health Assembly on the 
Assembly ;

status of the preparations undertaken for the

URGES Member States to:

(1) undertake similar actions in their nations ;

(2) explore alternative services 
including arrangements for optimum

and systems of health care for the elderly 
coordination between them;

(3) promote activities and programmes that may help individuals to get prepared 
in time for later life ;

(4) encourage efforts directed at retaining or changing attitudes and behaviour 
among some segments of the population toward the elderly, particularly education 
of families and communities with a view to accepting the elderly as an integrated 
part of the community ;

(5) promote the development of informational materials including a glossary of 
terms about the elderly that can be widely disseminated ;

(6) emphasize through local medical and health-related groups the importance of 
diagnosis of problems that if not treated can contribute to long-term debilitating 
problems in the elderly ;

(7) take measures to have health professional schools include appropriate content 
on aging in basic clinical and social science courses that integrate knowledge 

about aging and the problems of the elderly, thus helping to assure an early 
coiranitment in the areas of prevention and gerontology.
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METHOD OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolutions WHA3.96, WHA5.22, WHA6.57, WHA11.25 and WHA12.38;

Considering the increase in meetings on health matters organized at both the regional 
and international levels at which countries are required to be represented ;

Bearing in mind the consequent heavy demands on human and financial resources required 
for attending such meetings which may create problems, particularly for developing countries ;

Noting further that the question of holding biennial rather than annual Health Assemblies 
i& included in the Study of W H O’s Structures in the Light of its Functions which is to be 
reviewed by the regional committees in 1979， and by the Executive Board at its sixty-fifth 
session and the Thirty-third World Health Assembly in 1980 pursuant to resoHition WHA31.27;

1• REQUESTS the Director-General in carrying out his study on the Organization's structures 
in the light of its functions to be submitted to the Executive Board at its sixty-fifth 
session to consider carefully the problem of the periodicity of World Health Assemblies, 
taking into account the need for increased participation by Member States in the life of 
their Organization and the budgetary implications of the various alternatives ; and including 
the possibility of rescheduling the work of the Assembly to permit the election of Members 
entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board and the other agenda items 
assigned to the plenary meeting to be completed within the first week of the Assembly ;

2. REQUESTS the Executive Board in its review of the above study to give due attention to 
the above questions in reporting to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly on WHO’s structures 
in the light of its functions.
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COLLABORATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM:
TECHNICAL COOPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

The Thirty-second World Health Assembly,

Taking into consideration the conclusions and recommendations of the United Nations 
Conference on Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries, held in Buenos Aires from 
30 August to 12 September 1978;

Conscious of the urgent need of developing countries to mobilize all national and inter
national resources towards the objectives of achieving the cherished goal of health for all by 
the year 2000;

Aware that technical cooperation among developing countries is an essential element in 

fostering individual and collective self-reliance on the part of the developing countries ;

Recalling that the World Health Assembly in repeated resolutions (WHA28.75, WHA.28.76, 
WHA29.48, WHA30.30, and WHA30.43) had urged that, in order to redress the glaring inequalities 
and imbalances between the developed and developing countries, the programmes and activities 
of WHO be focused in ever-increasing measure towards the betterment of health conditions in 
developing countries ;

Stressing that such betterment was possible only through location of more and more 
programmes and activities in developing countries, and maximum utilization of experts, 
institutions and local resources available in these countries, as well as through fostering 
the generation of these human and material resources where they do not exist ;

Drawing attention also to resolutions WHA30.40, and WHA31.35 which laid stress on the 
setting of research goals and priorities in the regions in response to the expressed needs of 
Member States, and urged the balanced geographical distribution of collaborating centres in the 
field of biomedical and health services research;

1. ENDORSES the Buenos Aires Plan of Action as an important instrument of the international 
community for making international cooperation for development more effective;

2. EMPHASIZES that the progress in the redistribution of resources has been far from 
adequate in that resources allocated for developing countries by WHO and other international 
organizations within the United Nations family are not sufficiently directed to these 
countries, as has happened in some programmes ;

3. URGES the Director-General:

(1) to promote the distribution of budgetary and extrabudgetary resources including those 
allocated to Special Programmes equitably to developing countries, particularly those most 
in need ;

(2) to ensure such a rational distribution of funds, to shift as expeditiously as 
possible the major programmes as well as the required resources to the regional centres ;

(3) to work out proposals in the contemplated restructuring of WHO to reduce the 
inadequate and intolerably inequitable distribution of health resources throughout the 
world by:

(a) further improving and streamlining the structures of the Organization and 
particularly at the regional level;

(b) establishing within existing budgetary provisions at the regional offices of 
WHO focal points for the promotion of technical cooperation in health matters among 
developing countries with special regard to the exchange of relevant information and 
for the support of such cooperation by developed countries ;
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(с) ensuring that regular programme budget funds for technical cooperation which 
have been released as a result of the implementation of resolution WHA29.48 are 
effectively absorbed by country and intercountry programmes ;

(d) taking into account, in the 
Programme of Work, and in all his 
the new international development 
Technical Discussions held during

process of preparation of the Seventh General 
efforts to support countries in the implementation 
strategy, the deliberations on this subject at the 
the Thirty-second World Health Assembly.


