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Interim report

This document reports on the stage reached in the above organizational 
study. A decision is requested from the Health Assembly on the 
Executive Board's recommendation in paragraph 6.

1. In 1977 the Thirtieth World Health Assembly decided (resolution WHA30,17), on the 
recommendation of the Executive Board, that the subject of the next organizational study 
would be： "The role of WHO expert advisory panels and committees and collaborating centres 
in meeting the needs of WHO regarding expert advice and in carrying out technical activities 
of WHO.，1 It requested the Board to report on the study to the Thirty-second World Health 
Assembly, in 1979.

2. At its sixty-first session (January 1978), the Executive Board set up a working group of 
seven of its members to deal with the study. The group, under the chairmanship of 
Professor K. Spies, has so far met four times, in Geneva (20 January 1978, 26-29 June 1978，
2-3 November 1978, and 11-15 January 1979) ; a further meeting is scheduled for Bangkok on 
29-31 March 1979, in conjunction with visits to WHO collaborating centres in Bangkok and 
Kuala Lumpur•

3. The working group submitted a progress report to the Executive Board in January 1979
the discussion that ensued^ allowed the Board to express its views and to provide its guidance 
to the group on the principal issues at stake.

4. It was the Executive Board's feeling, in particular, that the organizational study should 
be considered in a broader perspective than its title would imply. It should be based on an 
enlarged conception of the quantum and types of expertise that WHO requires, bearing on the 
entire spectrum of activities of the Organization at its different levels of operation and 
giving appropriate consideration to the needs of its Member States, its governing bodies and 
its Secretariat.

5. The Board unanimously endorsed the working group's opinion that more time would be 
required to carry the study to a successful conclusion. Indeed, the study directly relates 
to the formulation and implementation of the new WHO policy and strategy and is likely to have 
important consequences for the future carrying out of the technical activities of the 
Organization ; it calls for an exhaustive and careful analysis of past experience, current 
trends, and foreseeable needs.

1 Document ЕВбЗ/24.
See Executive Board, sixty-third session： Summary records, 1979 (document EB63/50), 

summary record of the 22nd meeting.
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6. Consequently, the Board recognized that it would 
of resolution WHA30.17 and complete the study in time 
Assembly. It recommended that：

not be possible to fulfil the mandate 
for the Thirty-second World Health

(a) the period allowed for the study should be extended by one more year ; and that

(b) the final text of 
Assembly in May 1980.

the study should be presented to the Thirty-third World Health 

The Health Assembly may wish to endorse the Executive Board's recommendation.


