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As noted in paragraph 2.3 of document EB57/47, the following working paper has been 
prepared for the consideration of the members of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 
Organizations and of the members of the Executive Board. It shows a summary of the replies 
received supplemented where appropriate by comments from the Director-General. 

1. INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL MEDICINE AND RURAL HEALTH 
(Admitted in January 1971) 

The Association is particularly interested in rural health, occupational health in 

agriculture, primary health care, family health in rural areas, agricultural ergonomics, 

anthropozoonoses, agricultural toxicity, rural water supply and wastes disposal, health 

problems of rural settlements. Four of its members have been appointed on three expert 

advisory panels (Occupational Health, Food Additives and Contaminants, and Health Statistics)。 

The dissemination of technical information is promoted through the Association
1

 s Bulletin, 
as well as through the periodicals of its Commissions: Ergonomics, Living and Working 
Conditions。 The Association has close contacts with the WHO Secretariat and officials from 
the Association have had sporadic visits to WHO headquarters and to the WHO Regional Office 
for the Western Pacific. 

After the consolidation of the Association
1

 s Secretariat transferred from France to 

Japan, the collaboration with WHO will be improved mainly through the permanent supply of the 

technical information emanating from the Association
1

 s scientific discussions. 

The results of the international congresses of agricultural medicine and rural health 
convened by the Association over a three-year period of time, should be considered a valuable 
technical contribution, and give new scientific information and complement the WHO work in 
this field. Selected members of the Association have been working as members of WHO Expert 
Advisory Panels and their activities deserve a positive assessment. 

2. INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF DERMATOLOGIGAL SOCIETIES 
(Admitted in January 1959) 

The League now has 48 dermatological societies in various countries, with a total 

membership of approximately 10 000, There are approximately 120 national dermatological 

societies affiliated to the League. Its functions are to develop and advance dermatology, 

giving dermatologists of various countries an opportunity for exchanging experience and ideas 

as well as to promote technical advances in this field. The League organizes international 

dermatological congresses and its proceedings are widely published。 

During the period under review, only modest relations have been maintained between WHO 

and the League. WHO will be represented, and will actively participate in the International 

Congress on Dermatology, which will take place in Mexico in 1977, 
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3. INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE AGAINST EPILEPSY (ILAE) 

(Admitted in January 1971) 

The ILAE is interested in all aspects of epilepsy both medical and social, and has 

particular interest in the terminology and classification of epilepsy, in the epidemiology of 

epilepsy, and in promoting the development, availability and proper use of antiepileptic drugs 

around the world. Recently, new developments in understanding the pharmacology of anti-

epileptic drugs have greatly extended their efficacy. Specific programmes are now being 

developed where the ILAE will need to cooperate with WHO in order to promote these programmes. 

The Secretary-General of the ILAE has cooperated with РАНО to set up epidemiological 

studies in Venezuela, Colombia, Panama, Mexico City and Chile. 

One member of the ILAE has been appointed on the Expert Advisory Panel on Neurosciences 

and as such participated in several consultations held by WHO in 1973 and 1974， 

WHO has maintained active collaboration with ILAE during the development of the WHO 

programme on neurosciences. This collaboration will be continued by the organization of 

training courses at the occasion of periodic meetings of the League, programmes for the 

evaluation of antiepileptic drugs, continuation of the review of terminology and public 

education. 

4 . INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNOLOGISTS (IAMLT) 

(Admitted in January 1971) 

Since its admission into official relations IAMLT has sent a representative to the 

Health Assemblies and attended the Regional Committee for Europe in 1973. 

Very little contact exists between WHO and IAMLT, However, the Association stressed its 

interest in receiving technical WHO publications of relevance to them. 

One of its officers has been appointed as being responsible for relationships with WHO 

and future contacts will be taken when the occasion arises. 

5. MEDICAL WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION (MWIA) 

(Admitted in February 1950) 

MWIA is a medical association comprising women doctors of all specialities. All matters 

of international health with which WHO is concerned are of great interest to the Association. 

MWIA has been invited and participated in meetings of the Health Assembly and of the 

Executive Board and Regional Committees. The reports received from officials attending these 

meetings are circulated among MWIA members. 

WHO has attended two congresses of the Association held in Paris and Rio respectively in 

1972 and 1974
e
 It also published the proceedings of these meetings on Toxoplasmosis and 

Genetic and Environmental Factors affecting Human Health. 

6. INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF LEGAL MEDICINE AND SOCIAL MEDICINE 

(Admitted in November 1948) 

At the time of preparation of this document no reply has been received from the Academy. 

W H O was represented at the Academy
1

 s Congress in 1973 where a number of questions on medical 

ethics such as definition of death and abortion were discussed. 
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7. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETIES (IFMSS) 

(Admitted in February 1969) 

The purpose of the International Federation is to coordinate and further the work of 

national multiple sclerosis organizations throughout the world, to stimulate and encourage 

scientific research respecting multiple sclerosis and related neurological diseases； to 

collect and disseminate scientific and educational information relating to multiple sclerosis; 

to aid individuals who are in any way disabled as a result of multiple sclerosis and related 

diseases； and to provide counsel and active help in the further development of voluntary 

national multiple sclerosis organizations or concerning the formation of such organizations. 

During the period under review representatives from the Federation visited staff at WHO 

headquarters and attended meetings of the Health Assemblies and of the Regional Committee for 

Europe. 

The Federation looks forward to more actively participating in WHO technical meetings. 

Furthermore the Federation is particularly interested in continuing the development of 

home care training courses for families of multiple sclerosis patients who remain in their own 

homes, in collaboration with the American National Red Cross. Collaboration with the IFMSS 

will also be developed in connexion with other WHO programmes in mental health. 

8. WORLD FEDERATION OF NEUROSURGICAL SOCIETIES 
(Admitted in January 1972) 

The Federation is interested in neurotraumatology and in traffic accidents. It holds 
practically every year a specific meeting on neurotraumatology。 The Federation is most 
interested in participating actively in neurosciences meetings held by WHO and expresses the 
hope to participate in its Expert Committee on Neurosciences. 

The Federation has been invited and participated in the International Conference for the 

Ninth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases convened by WHO in October 1975, 

Suggestions for possible improvement in collaboration with the WHO neurosciences programme 

will be discussed on the occasion of the visit of the Liaison Officer of the Federation to 

WHO headquarters early in December 1975. 

9. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON JEWISH SOCIAL AND WELFARE SERVICES 
(Admitted in January 1964) 

The Council has regularly attended the Technical Discussions held during World Health 

Assemblies, as well as meetings of the Executive Board and the Regional Committee for Europe。 

One of its members has been appointed on the Expert Advisory Panel on Organization of Medical 

Care. 

World Health Day is traditionally celebrated in the Council
f

s field operations through 

the medico-social services. Special meetings and discussions are held and all available 

audio-visual materials are utilized in presenting the subject. The WHO information "kits" 

on "Health in the Home" for World Health Day in 1973， and on "Nutrition" for World Health Day 

in 1974 were sent to the Council
1

 s subventioned health organizations in Morocco, Tunisia and 

Iran. 

The WHO publications which the Council receives regularly contain articles of immediate 
concern and interest to its field operations, and are distributed to them for instruction. 
Studies on nutrition in developing areas, mother and child care, as well as care of the aged 
and problems of mental health are of special interest and use. 
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10. TRANSPLANTATION SOCIETY (Admitted in January 1968) 

The purpose of the Society is to encourage both clinical and research work in the general 

field of transplantation。 WHO has been working very closely with the Society regarding 

standardization and nomenclature of transplantation of antigenic materials。 A meeting in the 

series of international Workshops and Conferences on Histocompatibility Testing, held in 

Aarhus in June/July 1975， was assisted by WHO。 WHO also assisted in organizing a meeting on 

the nomenclature of leucocyte antigens, which took place concurrently。 

Three members of the Transplantation Society have been appointed on the Expert Advisory 

Panel on Immunology。 
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