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TWENTY-THIRD MEETING 

Friday, 31 January 1975, at 2 p.m. 

Chairman: Dr С. N . D . TAYLOR 

1. COORDINATION WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: Items 7.2.1 and 7.2.2 of the Agenda 

(Resolution EB49.R43 ； Documents ЕВ55/47 and EB55/48) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN drew the Board's attention to the draft resolution recommended by the -

Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations on collaboration with nongovernmental 

organizations. The draft resolution, \^iich appeared on page 3 of the Standing Committee
1

 s 

report (document ЕВ55/47), read as follows : 

The Executive Board, 

Bearing in mind resolution EB29.R56, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General and his recommendations to 

improve and extend relations with nongovernmental organizations； 

1. AGREES with the general direction of the recommendations of the Director-General 

with a view to improving and extending relations with nongovernmental organizations； 

2 . DECIDES that the.period of working relations for new nongovernmental organizations 

may be extended for a period longer than one year to allow for practical collaboration 

to develop and precede the examination of requests for admission into official relations； 

3 . REQUESTS the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations to take these 

recommendations into account when considering or reviewing applications for official 

relations； and 

4 . REQUESTS the Director-General to implement the recommendations outlined in his 

report. 

Decision : The resolution was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN then drew attention to the draft resolution recommended by the Standing 

Committee on relations with nongovernmental organizations (document ЕВ5б/47, page 4 ) , which 

read as follows : 

The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations, 

1. NOTES the report, 

2 . DECIDES to establish official relations with the following nongovernmental 

organizations, on the basis of the criteria laid down in the working principles governing 

the admission of nongovernmental organizations into official relations with WHO； 

Commonwealth Medical Association 

International College of Surgeons 

International Federation of Clinical Chemistry 

International Society for Human and Animal Mycology 

World Federation of Nuclear Medicine and Biology. 

1

 Resolution EB55.R54. 
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Professor AUJALEU said that he had no objection to the draft resolution. He would, 

however, welcome clarification of the Standing Committee's recommendation, on page 5 of its 

report, that the Board should postpone the application by the International Committee against 

Mental Illness and by the World Federation of Proprietary Medicine Manufacturers, although 

working relations between those nongovernmental organizations and WHO would be continued. 

Professor von MANGER-KOENIG, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 

Organizations, explained that the Standing Committee had recommended the postponement of the 

two applications in order to allow for a period of one or two years during which the organi-

zations concerned could demonstrate their ability to make a positive contribution to WHO, 

as well as the extent to which they followed the policy laid down in the decisions adopted 

by the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board. The International Committee against 

Mental Illness was a small but growing organization. The World Federation of Proprietary 

Medicine Manufacturers was in the process of trying to improve manufacturing processes and of 

drawing up a code to restrict excessive advertising. 

Professor KOSTRZEWSKI, noting that the Standing Committee had felt satisfied that the 

International College of Surgeons met the criteria governing admission into official relations 

with WHO, pointed out that the International Federation of Surgical Colleges had already been 

admitted. He was not entirely clear as to the purpose of admitting a second organization 

representing the same community. 

Dr EHRLICH, amplifying the point raised by Professor Aujaleu, said that he understood 

that the World Federation of Proprietary Medicine Manufacturers was already engaged in 

cooperation with WHO and had indeed offered a number of fellowship grants. 

Professor von MANGER-KOENIG, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 

Organizations, said that the Standing Committee was duly appreciative of the cooperation 

being extended by the Federation. It had nevertheless considered it desirable to observe 

the manner in which that organization followed the guidelines on drug policy adopted by the 

Health Assembly and the Board. 

Replying to Professor Kostrzewski, he confirmed that in the past WHO had followed a 

policy of admitting only one nongovernmental organization in each special field. Some years 

earlier, however, it had been decided that additional organizations in the same field should 

be admitted with a view to broadening W H O
T

s basis for action• The Standing Committee had 

considered that the International College of Surgeons was doing good work and had unanimously 

decided to recommend its admission. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV recalled that the Standing Committee, when it had considered the case of 

the International Committee against Mental Illness, had been of the opinion that, while it 

was an active body, the fact that it was small, consisting of some 94 members, made it 

unsuitable for admission at the present time. He did not think that the International 

Society of Oironobiology was of particular interest to WHO. 

Decision : The resolution was adopted.工 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following recommendations of the Standing Committee, 

on page 5 of its report, regarding the applications of four other nongovernmental organizations 

(1) the postponement of the applications of the International Committee against Mental Illness 

and the World Federation of Proprietary Medicine Manufacturers, and the continuation of 

working relations with them； (2) the establishment of working relations with the International 

Society for Chronobiology prior to any future consideration of official relations with it; 

and (3) the non-admission of Amnesty International into official relations, on the basis of 

the working principles governing admission. 

Decision : Recommendations (1) and (2) were approved. 

1

 Resolution EB55.R65. 
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Dr VENEDIKTOV said that the Standing Committee, of \^iich he was a member, had been 

unanimous in recommending that Amnesty International should not be admitted into official 

relations. He suggested that the wording of the recommendation in the report would be 

clearer if the end of the sentence reading "on the basis of the working principles governing 

the admission of nongovernmental organizations into official relations with W H O " , were to be 

inserted between "decided" and ’
,

to r e c o m m e n d
M

. 

Professor REID suggested that the words "this organization not b© admitted ’ � should be 

amended to read "this organization be not admitted". 

Professor von MANGER-KOENIG, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 

Organizations, accepted those amendments. 

Decision: Recommendation (3) was approved as amended. 

Dr EHRLICH said that, while he in no sense wished to re-examine the application of 

certain organizations, he considered that the Board had been somewhat inconsistent in its 

general consideration of the m a t t e r . On the one h a n d , it had postponed the application by 

two organizations ； however, he presumed that no examination had been made of whether the 

109 nongovernmental organizations already enjoying official relations with WHO were in fact 

following the policy guidelines laid down by the Health Assembly and the Board. There was 

a possibility, surely, that different standards were being used and he suggested that the 

Board should in future seek to rationalize procedures in that regard. 

Professor von MANGER-KOENIG, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 

Organizations, assured the Board that that consideration would be borne in mind when dealing 

with future applications. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the Secretariat no doubt kept the policies of the nongovern-

mental organizations in official relations with WHO under constant review. 

2 . REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON ITEMS 7Л.1, 7.1.2, 7.1.5, 7.1.6 AND 2.13 

Professor TIGYI, Chairman of the working group established by the Board to consider 

agenda items 7.1.1, 7,1.2, 7.1.5, 7.1.6 and 2.13, said that the working group, consisting of 

Professor Azim, Professor Reid, Dr Restrepo Chavarriaga, Dr Wright and himself, had reviewed 

the documents relevant to each of the agenda items entrusted to it and had considered those 

matters in respect of which the Director-General had requested guidance from the Board. As 

a result of its study, the working group had submitted a number of draft resolutions for the 

consideration of the Board, which were contained in a conference document circulated to 

members. 

Mr CHEN CHIH-MING, alternate to Dr Chen Hai-feng, said that, since he had some reservations 

regarding the concepts embodied in the draft resolutions, he would refrain from participating in 

the voting thereon. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Executive Board to consider in turn the various draft resolutions 
prepared by the Working Group• 

Coordination with the United Nations system: General matters (Item 7.1.1 of the Agenda) 

Professor TIGYI, Chairman of the working group, drew attention to the following draft 
resolution on general matters : 

The Executive Board 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with other 

organizations of the United Nations system, 
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1 . NOTES the resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and the Economic and 

Social Council relevant to the work of the Organization, and the action so far undertaken 

by the Director-General in their implementation; 

2

- SUPPORTS the continuing efforts of the Director-General in collaborating fully with 

the other organizations of the United Nations system to develop, within the framework of 

the Inter-Organization Board for Information Systems and Related Activities, common con-

cepts and approaches for the elaboration of information systems; 

3 . WELCOMES the initiatives of the Director-General to ensure the full involvement of 

the Organization in the Programme for International Women's Year, the studies related to 

institutional ai* г an gem©n t s for science 8.nd technology and the preparations for the pro-

posed Second United Nations Conference on Science and Technology; 

4 . REQUESTS the Director-General to continue full cooperation with the United Nations 

and the other organizations of the United Nations system, bearing in mind the views 

expressed by the Executive Board. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV requested further information on the -ection envisaged within the framework 

of the Inter-Organization Board for Information Systems and Related Activities, and on the 

proposed date of the Second United Nations Conference on Science and Technology. 

Dr SACKS (Coordination with Other Organizations) said-that the Second United Nations 

Conference on Science and Technology was planned to take place in 1977• Its exact scope was 

as yet undetermined but it would take into account health questions, including, in particular, 

tropical diseases• The proposed conference had been actively discussed by the United Nations 

Advisory Committee on Science and Technology, in which WHO participated. 

The elaboration of information systems, mentioned in the second operative paragraph, was 

a continuing concern in the Advisory Committee on Coordination (ACC), which was endeavouring 

to promote the adoption of common methodologies• WHO actively participated in that work, and 

a financial provision for that purpose was included in the programme budget. He suggested 

that "social and economic bases" be substituted for "information systems" (end of operative 

paragraph 2), since this would more clearly reflect the purposes of the ongoing work. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that he was not in favour of such an amendment. He asked the 

Director-General if he was satisfied with the cooperation with other organizations in that 

field. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that WHO played an important role in endeavouring to keep 

activities in that regard on a realistic and pragmatic plane. The elaboration of an infor-

mation system, which was necessarily a lengthy process, had arisen out of the feeling 

prevalent in the United Nations Economic and Social Council that adequate information was not 

being made available in the form desirable for valid evaluation. WHO was the only organi-

zation in a position to supply proper programme evaluation for data bases. WHO was keeping 

expenditure to a minimum with regard to the development of information systems, but it was 

obliged to continue with such work since the Economic and Social Council considered that 

improvements should be introduced in the development of common information systems. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

Professor TIGYI, Chairman of the working group, drew attention to the following draft 

resolution relating to the United Nations World Food Conference : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the World Food Conference, 

Being concerned with the present food and nutrition situation in the world which 

might further deteriorate, 

Recognizing that widespread malnutrition is not only a serious public health problem 

causing increased mortality and morbidity but is an impediment for the attainment of 

national socioeconomic goals, 
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Realizing that while food shortage is the determinant of hunger and of malnutrition, 

food sufficiency by itself is no guarantee against malnutrition since a large number of 

health, environmental and social factors have considerable influence on the epidemiology 

of malnutrition, 

Recalling that the United Nations World Food Conference recommended specific policies 

and measures for improving food and nutrition in collaboration with the other organizations 

of the United Nations system, 

Recognizing that WHO has to play an increasing role, mostly through an improvement 

of basic health services, 

REQUESTS the Director-General : 

(1) To strengthen, expand, and if necessary, reorient nutrition programmes of WHO in 

order to undertake its responsibilities, taking into account the relevant resolutions 

of the World Food Conference; 

(2) To seek additional financial assistance to enable WHO to undertake such responsi-

bilities on a global scale; 

(3) To review the experience gained in the use of food aid as an input in health 

promotion; 

(4) To continue close collaboration and participât i on,wi th 1 the organizations o
(
f the 

United Nations system, as well as intergovernmental and nongovernmeatal organizations
 3 

concerned with food and nutrition and other health aspects of the relvant resolutions of 

the World Food Conference. 、 ；〗 i •、：，’ . ‘' 

He then drew attention to amendments submitted by Dr Ehrlich, which had already been 

accepted by the majority of the working group and which consisted of the addition of a new 

penultimate preambular paragraph as follows: г i í. ^ n � �� ] •.�� 

"Recalling further that Resolution V of the World Food Conference, and in particu-

lar Recommendations 2, 9, 12, 13 and 14 of that ^esplution, called ирол WHO in ,, 

cooperation with FAO and other organizations inter to develop intersectpral food 

and nutrition plans and to participate in a global nutrition surveillance system,
И 

as well as of a new operative paragraph (5) as follows : 

<5) To report to the Twenty-eight h World Health� Assemb-ly on the steps he s , 

taking to car^y out the Organization's role in this important field, ...
t 

He also drew attention to a proposal by Dr Venediktov to amend the first operative 

paragraph to read as follows : 

(1) To strengthen, expand, and if necessary, reorient nutrition programmes in 

order that WHO can better undertake its responsibilities, taking into account the 

relevant resolutions of the World Food Conference ánd the World Health Assembly. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV inquired what was intended by a global nutritioii surveillance system. 

Secondly, he did not consider the wording of the fourth preambular paragraph to be clear in 

its present form. 

Dr SACKS (Coordination with Other Organizations) explained th^t the basis for the draft 

resolution had been the proposals and décisions adopted by the World Food Conference, to which 

reference was made in document EB55/39 Add.3 and which had been taken into account by the 

working group in drafting. In the beginning of the fourth preambular paragraph it was 

explicitly stated that food shortage was the determinant of hunger and malnutrition. The 

remainder of the paragraph related to the comments made in the course of the World Food 

Conference regarding quality, distribution, etc., of food; it had been included with a view 

to recognizing W H O
1

s responsibility in respect of the challenge constituted by health factors 

influencing malnutrition. 
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Dr VENEDIKTOV believed that the paragraph called for some amplification along the lines 

that food sufficiency by itself was no guarantee against malnutrition in some countries since 

existing food distribution and many other factors had a considerable negative influence on the 

epidemiology of malnutrition. 

Professor REID expressed concern at the trend of the discussions. The essential issue 

was surely to provide the Director-General with specific guidance on certain points. The 

Board should therefore concentrate on the action requested rather than seeking to compress 

too many considerations into the preamble, 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that he would agree to deleting the fourth preambular paragraph 

entirely. 

Professor REID supported that view. 

Professor AUJALEU was not entirely convinced as to the need for the sixth preambular 

paragraph, since WHO'S role in improving basic health services had been sufficiently stated 

in the past. 

Dr WRIGHT maintained that there was a need for the draft resolution to include some 

reference to quantitative and qualitative aspects of nutrition policy,.logistics, etc. He 

therefore favoured the retention of the fourth preambular paragraph in some form, 

Dr LEKIE emphasized the fact that a reference to health and social factors would be 

useful to health services in the developing countries to assist them in their campaigns 

against disease and malnutrition. 

Dr GARCIA suggested the inclusion of the words "in many countries’’ following the words 

"no guarantee against malnutrition"• 

Following a further brief discussion, the CHAIRMAN suggested that a drafting group, 

consisting of the Chairman of the working group, Dr Garcia, Dr Venediktov and the Rapporteurs, 

should meet during the coffee break to prepare an amended form of the draft resolution. 

It was so agreed 

Professor TIGYI, Chairman of the working group, drew attention to the following draft 

resolution on assistance to Portugal : 

The Executive Board, 

Recommends to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

resolution : 

"The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly, 

Considering resolution 3300 (XXIX) of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations on implementation of the declaration on the granting of independence to 

colonial countries and peoples by the Specialized Agencies and the International 

Institutions associated with the United Nations and in which the General Assembly : 

'draws the attention of the Specialized Agencies and the Institutions associated 

with the United Nations to the steps towards decolonization undertaken by the new 

Government of Portugal, thus enabling these Organizations to resume their coopera-

tion with the present Government of Portugal
f

； 

Considering further resolution EUR/RC24/10 of the Regional Committee for Europe 

at its twenty-fourth session; 

Recalling operative paragraph (a) of resolution WHA21.34, 
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DECIDES to restore to Portugal the full right to receive assistance from the 

World Health Organization.
и 

Decision : The resolution was adopted.
1 

Professor TIGYI, Chairman of the working group, submitted the following draft resolution 

on health aspects of the policy of apartheid : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the preliminary study undertaken by the Director-General on the 

health aspects of apartheid, 

Recalling the policy of the Organization regarding apartheid as adopted by the 

Organization in resolutions WHA16.43 and WHA17.50, 

Fully aware that the policy of apartheid has serious health implications, both 

physical and mental” for the populations living under,that policy, 

1 , REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to collaborate with other organizations 

and institutions of the United Nations system to enhance concerted international action 

against the policy of apartheid; 

2. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General to explore with other organizations of the 

United Nations system appropriate ways to ensure the success of the United Nations Decade 

for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

a Decision : The resolution Was adopted.^ 

UNDP-supported activities and those financed from other extrabudgetary sources (Item 7.1.2 of 

the Agenda) 

Professor TIGYI, Chairman of the working group, proposed the following draft resolution : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with other 
organizations of the United Nations system, 

1. NOTES the report; 

2 . APPROVES of the progress made in achieving closer cooperation between the 

Organization and members of the United Nations system with a view to expanding health 

activities and a better understanding of the role of health in overall socioeconomic 

development programmes； and 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue his efforts of cooperation with other 

organizations of the United Nations system in the light of the above, keeping the Board 

informed of new developments. 

Professor VENEDIKTOV proposed that operative paragraph 3 should be amended to begin as 
follows : 

"3. REQUESTS the Director-General (a) to bring to the attention of UNDP, 

organizations of the United Nations system and Member States, the view of 

Board that increased funds and resources should be made available in thei 

the urgent needs of the developing countries in the field of health; and 

continue . . • etc.". 

other 

the Executive 

r budgets for 

(b) to 

1

 Resolution EB55.R57. 

2 
Resolution EB55.R58. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL welcomed that proposal. 

Professor AUJALEU pointed out that the phrase "members of the United Nations system" in 

operative paragraph 2 should read "organizations of the United Nations system". 

Decision : The resolution, as amended, was a d o p t e d ? 

World Population Year and Conference 1974 (Item 7.1.5 of the Agenda) 

Professor TIGYI, Chairman of the working group, submitted the following draft resolution : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the World Population Year 
and Conference 1974, 

1. TRANSMITS the report to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly; and 

2. RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

"The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the World Population 

Year and Conference 1974, 

1. NOTES with satisfaction the various technical and scientific contributions made 

by the Organization towards the preparatory and supportive activities of the 

Population Year and Conference; 

2. WELCOMES the emphasis given in the World Population Plan of Action to the 

interrelationships of population and socioeconomic development, and in turn to the 

required national and international efforts in health and nutrition for enhanced 

quality of life, particularly in the rural and the underserved areas; 

3. APPRECIATES that such a comprehensive approach to population health and 

development in the context of national policies is basic to the work of many of the 

organizations in the United Nations system; 

4. STRESSES the urgency to reduce maternal, perinatal, infant and childhood 

mortality and morbidity, through the continuing development and improvement of 

maternity and child care services and the other aspects of family health care; 

5. RECOGNIZES the need to improve health through support to research on all 

aspects of human reproduction, including methods of fertility regulation, the 

impact of family planning on health and on optimal physical and psychosocial 

development of the child; 

6 . URGES health authorities to take the initiative in organizing national follow-

цр activities in the health-related aspects recommended in the World Population 

Plan of Action. 

7. REQUESTS the Director-General to intensify activities related to family health 

care as part of the strengthening of health services and to participate fully in 

the development of activities in all sectors related to the World Population Plan 

of Action.
M 

Professor VENEDIKTOV, referring to operative paragraph 6, pointed out that the Board was 

not empowered to address itself to national health authorities over the heads of governments. 

With regard to operative paragraph 7, he remarked that the Director-General need not be 

requested to participate in the development of activities in all sectors related to the 

World Population Plan of Action but only in those sectors which were related to health. 

1

 Resolution EB55.R65. 
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Dr SACKS (Coordination with other Organizations) suggested that the words "health 

authorities" in operative paragraph 6 should be replaced by the words "Member States", and 

that the last part of operative paragraph 7 should read :
 M

. . . activities in the sectors of 

the World Population Plan of Action related to health". 

It was so agreed. 

Decision : The resolution, as amended, was adopted.^ 

United Nations Second Development Decade - mid-term review and appraisal (Item 7.1.6 of the 

Agenda) 

Professor TIGYI, Chairman of the working group, drew attention to the following draft 

resolution : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the Declaration and 

Programme of Action for the Establishment of a New International Economic Order, and the 

report on the WHO mid-term review and appraisal of the International Development Strategy 

for the Second United Nations Development Decade, 

1. NOTES with satisfaction that the Declaration and Programme of Action for the 

Establishment of a New International Economic Order and the recommendations of the World 

Population Conference and the World Food Conference have been taken into account in the 

WHO mid-term review and appraisal, 

2. CONCURS with the findings and conclusions contained therein; 

3. CONSIDERS that the document on the mid-term review and appraisal should also serve 

as a contribution for the preparation of the background material for the special session 

of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to development and international economic 

cooperation; 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit to the United Nations the WHO mid-term 

review and appraisal, together with the comments and suggestions of the Executive Board. 

2 
Decision : The resolution was adopted. 

W H O activities related to disasters and natural catastrophes (Itera 2.13 of the Agenda) 

Professor TIGYI, Chairman of the working group, drew attention to the following draft 

resolution : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the Director-General's report on the Organization's activities 

related to disasters and natural catastrophes, 

Recalling resolution WHA27.48 concerning the drought in the Sud an o-S ahe1i an region 

of Africa and in Ethiopia, as well as emergency relief to disaster-stricken populations, 

Aware that natural or other disasters create not only immediate but also long-term 

damage to health, and to the development of the countries concerned, 

1. CONCURS with the actions taken by the Director-General in response to resolution 

WHA27.48; 

1

 Resolution EB55.R60. 
1

 Resolution EB55.R65. 
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2. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to develop close cooperation with other 

United Nations organizations and institutions, and the League of Red Cross Societies, 

to react speedily and effectively to disaster situations, to formulate plans to enable 

Member States to cope with the health and other needs of populations during the recovery 

and rehabilitation stages following a natural or other disaster. 

Professor AUJALEU said that in the French text of the last preambular paragraph the word 

"désastres" should be inserted between the words "autres" and "portent 

As a general comment, he regretted that the draft resolution did not convey the depth of 

the Board's feeling in the face of disasters and natural catastrophes. 

Dr EHRLICH agreed with that comment, and suggested in addition that a reference to the 

United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator should be included in operative paragraph 2. 

Professor REID proposed that the last preambular paragraph should begin with the words 

"Deeply concerned" instead of the word "Aware"; and that in operative paragraph 2, between 

the words "cooperation with" and "other United Nations organizations" should be inserted : 

"the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator’,• 

It was so agreed : 

Decision : The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted.
 1

 • 

3 . GIFT BY WILL OF A PROPERTY IN ITALY: Item 6.8 of the Agenda (Document EB55/36) 

Mr GUTTERIDGE (Director, Legal Office) introduced document EB55/36, drawing attention to 

the following draft resolution appearing at the end of the document: 

The Executive Board, 

Recognizing that natural disasters unavoidably call for emergency health action; 

Considering Article 57 of the Constitution and resolution WHA13.24 establishing the 
Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion； 

Having noted the report of the Director-General regarding the gift to WHO of a 
property in Italy, 

1. DECIDES to establish a special account for natural disaster emergencies as a 

subaccount in the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion, to be credited with: 

(a) the present and future sums accruing from the legacy made to the World Health 

Organization by the late Hugh S . Whitaker; 

(b) voluntary contributions received in accordance with the provisions of resolu-

tion WHA13.24; 

2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to draw upon the Special Account for Natural Disaster 

Emergencies at his discretion for health assistance to countries stricken by natural 

disasters and to report thereon to the Executive Board； 

3 . EXPRESSES its deep appreciation for the generosity of the late Hugh S . Whitaker to 
the World Health Organization； and 

4. APPEALS to Member States to make voluntary contributions to the Special Account for 

Natural Disaster Emergencies in order to enable the World Health Organization to meet 

promptly the urgent health needs arising from natural disasters. 

Replying to a question by Dr VENEDIKTOV, he explained that Mr Hugh S . Whitaker had been 
a wealthy United Kingdom citizen residing in Italy. Mr Whitaker had been interested in the 
work of WHO and in health problems generally. 

See, however, sections 3 and 4 of this summary record. 
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Dr EHRLICH observed that, in his experience, the problem which arose in the event of a 

natural disaster was not so much one of immediate availability of funds as one of coordination 

of activities and distribution of materials. He wondered whether providing additional relief 

funds was the best use that could be made of the legacy. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Organization had been repeatedly criticized for its 

inability to respond promptly to a disaster situation. The reason for that was shortage of 

funds. He was convinced that the creation of a small additional fund would be helpful. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that it would not be appropriate for the Board to give undue prominence 

to a legacy, however generous, from a private individual. The Board had perhaps been a little 

hasty in adopting the resolution on WHO activities related to disasters and natural catas-

trophes . He proposed that the discussion on that resolution should be reopened. If that 

proposal were adopted, he would suggest transferring that part of the draft resolution now 

under consideration that dealt with the establishment of a special account to the resolution 

on WHO activities related to disasters and natural catastrophes. 

After further discussion in which Professor REID, Professor AUJALEU, Professor VENEDIKTOV, 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO, Professor KOSTRZEWSKI and the DIRECTOR-GENERAL took part, the 

CHAIRMAN put to the vote the proposal to reopen discussion on the resolution adopted under 

item 2.13 of the agenda. 

Decision: The proposal was carried by 13 votes to none, with 2 abstentions• 

4 . REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON ITEMS 7.1.1, 7.1.2, 7.1.5, 7.1.6 and 2.13 (resumed) 

WHO activities related to disasters and natural catastrophes (Item 2.13 of the Agenda) (resumed) 

Dr VENEDIKTOV proposed the addition of the following operative paragraphs 3 and 4 to the 

resolution already adopted:1 

3 . DECIDES to establish a special account for disasters and natural catastrophes 

as a special account in the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion； and 

4 . AUTHORIZES the Director-General to draw upon this special account at his 

discretion for health assistance to countries stricken by natural or other disasters, and 

to report thereon to the Executive Board. 

Professor REID proposed the addition of the words "at its fifty-seventh session" at the 

end of operative paragraph 4 . 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that, as the Special Account would presumably continue in existence 

for a number of years, there was no need to make it mandatory for the Director-General to take 

action in its respect by the fifty-seventh session of the Board. 

Professor REID concurred. 

Decision: (1) The proposed new operative paragraphs 3 and 4 were adopted. 
о 

(2) The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

See section 2 above. 

Resolution EB55.R62. 
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5 . GIFT BY W I L L OF A PROPERTY IN ITALY: Item 6.8 of the Agenda (Document EB55/36) (resumed) 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Having noted the report of the Director-General regarding the gift to W H O of a 

property in Italy through the generosity of the late Hugh S• Whitaker, 

DECIDES to credit the present and future suras accruing from the gift to the 

special account for disasters and natural catastrophes. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO proposed the addition of the words "established as a 

subaccount in the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion
и

 at the end of the operative paragraph. 

It was so agreed. 

Professor AUJALEU, Dr EHRLICH and Professor KOSTRZEWSKI said that an expression of the 

Board's thanks should be included in the draft resolution. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO proposed the addition of a first operative paragraph reading: 

"EXPRESSES its gratitude for the generosity of the late Hugh S. Whitaker". The paragraph 

beginning with the word "DECIDES" would then become the operative paragraph 2, 

It was so agreed. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted 

6 . REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON ITEMS 7.1.1, 7.1.2, 7.1.5, 7.1.6 and 

Coordination with the United Nations system 一 General matters； Item 7.1 

(resumed) 

2.13 (resumed) 

,1 of the Agenda 

Dr SACKS (Coordination with Other Organizations) read out the following draft resolution 

on the development of principles of medical ethics: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report by the Director-General on the development of principles 

of medical ethics contained in document EB55/38 concerning "Coordination with other 

organizations: United Nations system - general m a t t e r s ,
M 

1 . NOTES the invitation to W H O by the United Nations General Assembly in resolution 

3218 (XXIX) "to draft, in close cooperation with such other competent organizations, 

including the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, as may 

be appropriate, an outline of the principles of medical ethics which may be relevant to 

the protection of persons subjected to any form of detention or imprisonment against 

torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and to bring the 

draft to the attention of the Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime 

and the Treatment of Offenders . . .
,f

 ； 

2 . REQUESTS the Director-General in compliance with resolution 3218 (XXIX) of the 

United Nations General Assembly to prepare the relevant document for submission to the 

Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 

to be held in Toronto, Canada, in 1975； and 

1

 Resolution EB55.R65. 
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3. SUGGESTS to the Director-General that he consult with the World Medical Association 

and other nongovernmental organizations in official relations with W H O and relevant 

intergovernmental organizations, including UNESCO, and with Member States in order to 

facilitate the preparation of the above document. 

Professor TIGYI said that the members of the working group had unanimously agreed on the 

text of that draft resolution. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted 

7. HEALTH ASPECTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE LIGHT OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS: 
Item 7.1.3 of the Agenda (Document EB55/41) (continued) 

Dr SACKS (Coordination with Other Organizations) said that the following draft resolution 

had received unanimous approval in the drafting group after long discussion: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the document submitted by the Director-General entitled "Health 

aspects of human rights in the light of developments in biology and medicine"； 

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 3150 (XXVIII) and in accordance 

with resolution WHA23.41; 

Realizing that the questions considered in the document are of a complex nature and 

many of them require additional study； 

Emphasizing once more that the right of every human being to the enjoyment of the 

highest attainable standard of health, as laid down in the WHO Constitution, can best be 

ensured under conditions of continuing scientific and technological p r o g r e s s � also that 

in achieving such progress the attainments of science and technology must be used only 

for the good of humanity and not to its detriment, 

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit to the United Nations the document, revised 

in the light of the comments and suggestions made by the Executive Board; 

2 . FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(a) when transmitting the revised document to the United Nations to draw their 

attention to the fact that it is of an informative character, since the subjects 

treated therein are under continuing study by the Organization； and 

(b) to continue the studies suggested in the report in consultation with Member 

States and in collaboration with the United Nations, other organizations of the 

United Nations system concerned, and nongovernmental organizations in official 

relations, particularly WMA and CIOMS. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO suggested that the words "with WHO" should be inserted after 

the w o r d s � ’ i n official relations" in operative pa ra graph 2(b). 

It was so agreed. 

Professor AUJALEU suggested that the words "peut être assuré au mieux dans des conditions 

de progrès compte tenu des sciences et des techniques" in the French text should be replaced 

by the words "peut être assuré au mieux par le progrès continu des sciences et des techniques
и

. 

The CHAIRMAN said that that suggestion, which affected the French text only, had been 

noted. 

1
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Dr EHRLICH observed that there was no reference in the draft resolution to the protection 

of the rights of the individual, which was one of the main issues. He suggested that the 

words "taking into account the need to protect the rights of each individual" should be added 

at the end of the last paragraph of the preamble. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV suggested that the term "human rights" should be used. 

Dr VALLADARES said that the expression "the rights of each human being" might be 

preferable. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that an effort should be made during the tea break to produce an 

agreed text. 

It was so agreed. 

The meeting was suspended at 4.40 p.m. and resumed at 5 p.m. 

Dr SACKS (Coordination with Other Organizations) said that the following text for the 

second part of the last preambular paragraph had now been agreed: 

Emphasizing also that in achieving such progress the attainments of science and 

technology must be used only for the good of humanity and not to its detriment, and that 

the rights of each human being must be protected» 

Decision: The draft resolution, as thus amended, was adopted.1 

8 . PREPARATION OF THE SIXTH GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK COVERING A SPECIFIC PERIOD, 1978/1983 

INCLUSIVE： Item 2.16.2 of the Agenda 

REPORTS OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT: Item 7.1.8 of the Agenda (Document EB55/46 Add.2) 

Professor AUJALEU, introducing the report of the Working Group on items 2.16.2 and 7.1.8 

of the agenda, said that the Group had not yet decided what the precise duration of the Sixth 

General Programme of Work should be. It would take its decision on the matter at its next 

meeting. The reference to 1978/l983 should therefore be deleted for the time being. 

The Group had considered the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on medium-term planning 

in the United Nations system. It had also held a detailed discussion on item 2.16.2 

(Preparation of the Sixth General Programme of Work Covering a Specific Period), in particular 

on the preparatory work that would be required, the approaches which might be taken, and its 

general framework. It had decided on a timetable for the process 

with the development of the elaboration of the General Programme. 

The Working Group had agreed to meet again at the time of the 

the Board. In the interim the Secretariat would produce material 

taking into account the comments made by the Group. 

The Working Group submitted the following draft resolution: 

of its continuing contact 

fifty-sixth session of 

for further consultation, 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the Joint Inspection U n i t
T

s report on medium-term planning in 

the United Nations system and the Director-General*s report thereon, 

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report； 

2. THANKS the Inspector for his report； 

1
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3 . NOTES with satisfaction that the Administrative Committee on Coordination decided 

to pursue further its work for the improvement of programme planning and evaluation, 

and the formulation of medium-term plans for the United Nations system, as well as to 

undertake, in full partnership with the countries concerned, on an experimental basis 

in the first instance, joint planning on rural development and an intersectoral country 

study; 

4. DECIDES to take the report of the Inspector, and the comments thereon of the 

Administrative Committee on Coordination, into account in the preparation of the Sixth 

General Programme of Work covering a Specific Period. 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit his report and this resolution to: 

(i) the Secretary-General of the United Nations for transmission to the Economic 

and Social Council through the Committee for Programme and Coordination； 

(ii) the External Auditor of the World Health Organization； and 

(iii) the Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 

9 . CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY： 

Item 4.3 of the Agenda (Document EB55/19) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that, in accordance with Rule 4 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the Health Assembly, the Board was required to prepare the provisional agenda of each 

regular session of the Health Assembly after consideration of proposals submitted by the 

Director-General. The Director-General had submitted such proposals to members immediately 

before the present session (document EB5ô/l9). As a result of the decisions taken by the 

Board at its current session, the following items should be added to the proposals contained 

in that document : 

on page 3, a new item 1.14 - Contract of the Director-General - should be added as a 

result of resolution ËB55.R8, the present items 1.14 to 1.7 being renumbered accordingly; 

on page 5, a new item 2.10 - Safe use of pesticides : classification of pesticides 

according to hazard - should be added as a result of resolution EB55.R19; 

in item 3.2 on the same page, the words "(if any)” should be deleted in view of 

resolution EB55.R9； 

a new item 3.13 - Use of German as a working language in the Regional Organization for 

Europe - should be added as a result of resolution EB55.R12; and a new item 3.14 - Annual 

reporting by the Director-General - as a result of resolution EB55.R38; the present items 

3.13 to the end being renumbered accordingly. 

In addition, references to resolutions adopted by the Board would be added under the 

relevant items in the revised version of the Agenda that would be submitted to the Health 

Assembly. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV proposed the addition to the title of item 3.14.6 of a reference to 

resolution 3264 (XXIX) of the United Nations General Assembly on the prohibition of action to 

influence the environment and climate for military and other purposes incompatible with the 

maintenance of international security, human well-being and health. 

After a short exchange of views between Professor AUJALEU, Dr VENEDIKTOV and Dr EHRLICH, 

the CHAIRMAN asked for a show of hands on Dr Venediktov
f

s proposal. 

Decision: The proposal was defeated by 5 votes to 3 , with 5 abstentions. 

1
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Dr SACKS (Coordination with Other Organizations) assured Dr Venediktov that the 

implications for WHO of that particular General Assembly resolution would be reported upon 

to the Health Assembly under item 3.14.1 (Coordination with the United Nations system： general 

matters) , and there would be cross reference to the document to be prepared under agenda item 

3.14.6. 

Dr JAYASUNDARA, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution : 

The Executive Board 

APPROVES the Director-General's proposals for the provisional agenda of the 

Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

Dr EHRLICH said that he had the impression that the resolution on psychosocial factors and 

health adopted by the present session of the Executive Board had recommended that the subject 

be considered at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly. Was it still necessary for it to 

appear as an agenda item for the Twenty-eighth? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 

Decision； The resolution was adopted.
1 

10. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH 

ASSEMBLY： Item 4.4 of the Agenda 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL drew attention to Rule 43 of the Rules of Procedure of the 

Health A s s e m b l y , and reminded the Board that as no session of the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance had preceded the current session the usual procedure of nominating 

its Chairman as the second representative could not be followed. 

Dr SAUTER proposed Dr Taylor as eminently qualified to continue the tradition of repre-

sentation by the Chairman of the Board. 

Professor AUJALEU supported Dr Sauter and proposed that, as Dr Taylor would cease to be 

Chairman after the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly, Dr García should be nominated to 

report back to the summer session of the Board. 

It was so agreed. 

Dr L E K I E , Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. APPOINTS Dr С. N . D . Taylor and Dr A . A . Garcia to represent the Board at the 

Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly; and 

2 . REQUESTS the Director-General to make suitable arrangements for the presentation 

of the Board's reports by its representatives at the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

Decision : The resolution was a d o p t e d .
2 

1 
Resolution EB55.R67. 

2 
Resolution EB55.R68. 
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11. REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON ITEMS 7.1.1 , 7.1.2, 7.1.5, 7.1.6 AND 2.13 OF THE AGENDA 

(resumed) 

Coordination with the United Nations System - General Matters 

Professor TIGYI, Chairman of the drafting group, introduced the following new text for 

the resolution on the World Food Conference: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the World Food Conferénce, 

Being concerned with the present food and nutrition situation in the world which 

might further deteriorate, 

Recognizing that widespread malnutrition is not only a serious public health problem 
causing increased mortality and morbidity but is an impediment for the attainment of 

national socio-economic goals； 

Realizing that in many countries the availability of food is no guarantee against 

malnutrition since a large number of health, environmental and social factors have 

considerable negative influence on the epidemiology of malnutrition; 

Recalling that the United Nations World Food Conference recommended specific 

policies and measures for improving food and nutrition in collaboration with the other 

organizations of the United Nations system; 

Recalling further that Resolution V of the World Food Conference, and in particular 

recommendations 2, 9, 12, 13 and 14 of that Resolution, called upon WHO in cooperation 

with FAO and other organizations inter alia to develop intersectoral food and nutrition 

plans and to participate in a global nutrition surveillance system; and 

Recognizing that WHO has to play an increasing role, mostly through the introduction 

of nutrition activities at the various levels of the health services, 

REQUESTS the Director-General 

1. to strengthen, expand, and if necessary, reorient nutrition programmes in order 

that WHO can better undertake its responsibilities, taking into account the relevant 

resolutions of the World Health and the World Food Conference Assembly; 

2. to seek additional financial assistance to enable WHO to undertake such 

responsibilities on a global scale； 

3. to review the experience gained in the use of food aid as an input in health 

promotion； 

4. to continue close collaboration and participation with all the organizations of 

the United Nations system, as well as inte.i*governmental and nongovernmenta.1 organizations 

concerned with food and nutrition and other health aspects of the relevant resolutions 

of the World Food Conference； and 

5. to report to the Twenty-eighth session of the World Health Assembly on the steps 

he is taking to carry out the Organization's role in this important field. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO proposed that the fourth preambular paragraph be amended 
further, to read : 

Realizing that in many countries the availability of food i s no guarantee against 
malnutrition, since its epidemiology is influenced by a large number of health, environ-
mental and social factors. 

Dr GARCIA said that the word "negative" was not used in the Spanish text of the fourth 
preambular paragraph. The word "considerable" was used instead. 
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Professor KOSTRZEWSKI said that the meaning of "the introduction of nutrition activities" 

in the last preambular paragraph was unclear to him. 

Professor REID proposed the substitution of ’’increased attention to nutrition matters". 

Dr VALLADARES said that the Spanish text made it clear that incorporation or integration 

of such activities was meant rather than their introduction. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL asked whether Professor Kostrzewski could accept the adaptation of 

the English of the last preambular paragraph to the Spanish text as follows: 

Recognizing that WHO has to play an increasing role, mostly through promoting the 

integration of nutrition programmes into the various level s of the health services； 

Dr LEKIE said that the change was acceptable in French also, but the preposition before 

"promouvoir 1
1

 intégration" should be "pour" rather than "par". 

It was so agreed. 

Professor AUJALEU said that his proposed substitution of "accorder" for "prêter'* in 

operative paragraph 4 had been omitted. 

D e c i s i o n � The resolution was adopted as amended.1 

12. METHOD OF WORK OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 4.2 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 219, 

resolution EB54.R13 and Annex 3) 

The CHAIRMAN said that the members of the Board who had attended its fifty-third session 

would recall the discussion on the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance that had 

led to the adoption of resolution EB53.R35 which had recommended that the Board as a whole 

should assume the functions of the Standing Committee, particularly with respect to its review 

of the programme and budget estimates. The Health Assembly in resolution WHA27.20 had agreed 

to the suggestion, and at its fifty-fourth session the Board had considered proposed approaches 

to assuming those functions, deciding in resolution EB54.R13 to accept for the fifty-fifth 

session the procedure proposed by the Director-General, which was to be found in Annex 3 to 

Official Records No. 219. It had also decided that at the present session the Board would 

consider further its method of work in the light of experience with the new arrangements. 

Professor AUJALEU said that dispensing with the services of the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance had been an excellent thing. So was the discussion together of 

important programmes such as smallpox eradication and the related estimates in the programme 

budget, but it was very time-consuming, for by dealing with the two together the Board was 

doing more in its first week than the Standing Committee had done. It must also be 

remembered that the biennial budget cycle was new and created some difficulties. 

A session two or three days longer would dispense with the need for night meetings and 

with holding working group meetings at inconvenient hours. It would not be much more costly 

than night meetings. 

Dr RESTREPO welcomed the changes in the method of work of the Board, but urged caution 

in making them in relation to what had happened at the present session, since it did not neces-

sarily reflect what happened most frequently. He approved of dispensing with the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance and of the consideration of the programme budget and 

1

 Resolution EB55.R69. 



EB55/SR/20 

Page 21 

related items together. Working groups could be very useful, but their method of work should 

be reviewed so as to avoid condensing their discussions to the point where they became super-

ficial ； their members were often tired and had insufficient time to study the documents 

thoroughly, especially documents that arrived late in the countries or were received at the 

meeting. The work yield of night meetings was small, to judge from experience of the present 

session. Working groups should be selected according to such criteria as the interest of an 

item to members or their experience in the subject, and a single meeting might not be enough. 

A more thorough discussion would produce more maturely considered results. 

The work of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations was very important, 

emphasizing the coordinative role of WHO. During his three years on the Board its work had 

seemed to him superficial and to need more preparation and more time. The same remarks 

applied to it as to the working groups. 

Time was of the essence, but efficiency should not be sacrificed to economy or WHO'S work 

would suffer seriously. While night meetings were inconvenient, the most important disadvan-

tage was the members' own difficulties in preparing for so many meetings. He therefore 

supported Professor Aujaleu
r

 s suggestion for a session two or three days longer. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that the new arrangements had been only partly successful. The 

heavy agenda and the pressure of work had made it difficult to give proper attention to all 

the items. There was an impression of greater efficiency, but the members of the Board were 

also more tired. The opportunities for open discussion had been greater, as desired by the 

Director-General, but there had not been time for a sufficiently thorough exchange of opinions. 

He had doubts about the advisability of doing without the Standing Committee on Admini-

stration and Finance, which in its time had lightened the burden of the Board by its preliminar 

review of the programme and budget estimates. A similar service might be served by a 

committee of different size and composition which could carry out the task more efficiently 

if it were involved in the early stages of preparation of the programme budget. It might be 

particularly helpful to the Director-General in view of the introduction of the two-year 

budget cycle. 

He commended the work of the working groups, but considered that one or two days should 

be put aside for proper consideration of the subjects entrusted to them. The study of 

documents, which had sometimes been received rather late by national authorities, demanded 

considerable efforts of concentration by members of the Board. In addition to his own 

preparatory work before the session, for example, it had taken six advisers in Geneva to help 

him keep up with the documents. 

If the responsibility of the Board was to be increased it should consider lengthening 

the summer session, introducing a third session, or convening working groups during the Health 

Assembly. A better rhythm must be found, as a single concentrated session was extremely 

trying. The present session had been productive but exhausting, and further ways must be 

sought of improving the method of work. 

Professor KOSTRZEWSKI shared some of the doubts expressed about dispensing with the 

Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, but he thought that the experiment should 

continue. The difficulty lay rather in the adequate preparation of the session； more could 

be achieved with a better distribution of work between the two sessions of the Board. In 

particular, the consideration of certain programme matters together with the related budget 

estimates would be more rewarding if members of the Board were more thoroughly prepared for 

it. Documents should be as short and clear as possible while remaining comprehensive and 

relevant to the agenda items. 

He wondered to what extent the cost of assistance from the Secretariat during the 

session, whether through the preparation of documents, translating and interpreting services, 

or summary records, was related to the length of the session. He suspected that shortening 

the session was a false economy, real economy only being achieved by arrangements that allowed 

for discussions to concentrate on the items for consideration. Cancer, for instance, which 

had been discussed during a night meeting, had received too little attention at the present 

session. 
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Professor REID agreed that the change had been a success but thought that, with the help 

of the Secretariat, further improvements could be made. The late arrival of certain 

documents had caused difficulties, especially for members who had no assistance. He supported 

Professor Kostrzewski*s plea for short, concise documents. The working groups had been a 

success, although they might have been set up at the outset and held on a separate day. At 

least one of them could have done with more time. It had been difficult for the Board to 

complete its work within the two weeks allowed, and he thought that a safety margin of 1-3 

days might be provided by starting the next session on a Wednesday. He supported 

Dr Venediktov
 f

s proposal for an extended session of the Board in May, or possibly an additional 

session. A special session might be convened experimentally to deal with malaria and primary 

health and the Board could determine at a future session whether the experiment had been 

successful. 

Dr SAUTER agreed with Professor Aujaleu that two weeks were not enough. However, a 

great amount of work had been done, and he thought that the Director-General, with the help of 

the Secretariat, would be carrying out an evaluation of the session. In the end it would be 

the Health Assembly that would judge the work of the Board - for example, on the basis of the 

documents that the Board would be submitting to it. The idea of working groups had been a 

good one and, as stated in resolution EB54.R13, working groups provided the Board with a 

certain amount of flexibility. There had been disadvantages, however： most of the groups 

had been obliged to meet at lunchtime or in the evening and had not been able to work longer 

than two hours. He therefore agreed with Professor Reid that the Board should begin its 

session on a Wednesday instead of at the beginning of the week. 

Dr EHRLICH said that the current session of the Board, held without the Standing Committee 

on Administration and Finance, had been able to eliminate duplication in the presentation of 

the programme budget and reports of regional directors, which had saved time without detracting 

from the Board's efficiency. He had missed the draft report that the Standing Committee had 

prepared in the past and that the Board had considered during its debate on the programme. 

The need for the Secretariat to prepare that report in ample time for reproduction and review 

had created a time pressure in the first week, and he wondered if ways could not be found of 

producing the report without incurring such pressure. There was a general feeling that there 

had been too much work on account of the large number of items on the agenda and it had been 

suggested that an extra two or three days should be allowed. However, the current session 

had had to deal with many procedural problems that would not recur. He felt that, if a 

further two or three days were provided, the session would simply last that much longer, 

whether the time was needed or not. At the fifty—fourth session no limit had been set 

because of uncertainty about the time that would be required, although the aim had obviously 

been to end the session in two weeks
 # 

The comments that had been made about working groups had been good ones. He felt 

nevertheless that the experiment should continue and that the experience gained from the 

groups on malaria and primary health care should be put to use. He supported the idea of 

holding the groups on a separate day, but was concerned about the extra supporting services 

that would be required if the Board were to split up into four or more groups； the additional 

cost needed to be weighed against the inconvenience of holding working groups late in the 

evening or early in the morning. There had been an improvement in the documentât ion for the 

Board in terms of its length and conciseness, and he hoped that further improvements would be 

made. The late arrival of certain documents was a recurrent problem, and if a solution 

could be found members' ability to participate effectively would be enhanced. Several members 

had remarked that the periodicity of the Board's sessions detracted from its ability to 

provide the best possible review, evaluation, and advice to the Secretariat. If, through a 

variety of mechanisms, including working groups, the Board was enabled to play a continuous 

rather than an episodic role, it would be approaching the type of function that would serve 

WHO to its best advantage. 

Dr LEKIE remarked that certain documents were required only once, whereas others, such 

as the programme budget document, were required constantly from year to year. The presenta-

tion of that document had been improved and allowed better evaluation than in the past. 
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However, the evaluation of progress could be improved yet further. Some documents of the 

Board ended with a draft resolution that stated the problem, whereas others ended with a 

summary. In general, documents should state the alternatives, thereby facilitating decision-

making. 

He had had doubts about the usefulness of working groups, but he now believed them to be 

a good idea, provided that they were used properly. It was important, however, for the 

working groups to have enough time to complete their w o r k . He approved of the suppression 

of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, as a result of which all the members 

of the Board had been able to make themselves better acquainted with the problems on which 

they had to decide； the experiment of doing without the Standing Committee should be 

continued further. With regard to the duration of the Board *s sessions, it should be possible 

to provide an additional two or three days if necessary. The session should not be fixed in 

advance at its present length plus two or three days, but the possibility of extending it in 

order to deal with the programme in depth should be provided for. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO agreed that, by assuming the functions of the Standing Committee 

on Administration and Finance, the Board was avoiding duplication of work. The discussion of 

the budget estimates together with the relevant item represented an improvement, although it 

created a difficulty with regard to the timing of the report. At its current session the 

Board had discussed the report early in the first week, but it would have made no difference 

had it done so later, and pressure might thus have been avoided. 

The heavy agenda had not been conducive to a good working atmosphere. However, the 

Board had been working for only two weeks with the new method, and many agenda items - for 

instance, those concerned with new working methods of the Health Assembly and with biennial 

reporting - would not recur. 

A better balance might be struck between the January and May-June sessions. The reason 

given in the past for not discussing important items at the latter session had been that many 

members of the Board were new, but certain items that occupied a whole day during the winter 

session, notably those on expert committees and study groups, might well be discussed at the 

summer session. It was unfortunate that those items always appeared at the beginning of the 

agenda, which should more appropriately have been the place of research. She regretted that, 

because the documentation had been so voluminous and some of it had arrived after her departure 

from her own country, she had been unable to read it a l l . 

The working groups had been useful but had not had enough time to produce adequate 

reports, which would have facilitated the task of the Board as a w h o l e . It was a pity to 

restrict the coffee, breaks to ten minutes, as the members needed some relaxation and often had 

fruitful discussions over coffee. 

The CHAIRMAN said that no resolution appeared to be necessary, but that the helpful 

comments made would be taken into account. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he would not attempt to synthesize those comments, although 

he believed that there had been a broad consensus on some of the critical areas that needed 

improvement. He thought that the Board might wish to consider adopting a draft resolution, 

reading as follows : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered and evaluated its method of work during its fifty-fifth session, 

REQUESTS the Director-General to take into account the views expressed during the 

discussion on this matter in his proposals concerning the duration and method of work 

of future sessions of the Executive Board• 

1 
Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

1

 Resolution EB55.R66. 
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13. DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 4.5 of the Agenda 

(Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution； Resolution EB54.R11； Document EB55/20) 

Dr LAMBO (Assistant Director-General) recalled that the members of the Board had been 

consulted in writing by the Director-General towards the end of 1974 with a view to post-

poning the opening date of the Twenty-eighth Health Assembly from Tuesday, 6 May, to Tuesday, 

13 May 1975 in order to assist the United Nations in its arrangements for the 1975 session of 

the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, which was to be held in the Palais des 

Nations from 17 March to 10 M a y . The members of the Board had unanimously accepted that 

proposal and the Director-General had notified the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

accordingly. He drew the Board 1 s attention to the following draft resolution, contained in 

document EB55/20, the purpose of which was to confirm that decision formally so that it would 

appear in the Official Records : 

The Executive Board, 

Considering resolution EB54.R11, as well as the written consultation of its members 

which took place between 23 September and 11 October 1974, 

CONFIRMS the postponement of the opening of the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly 

from Tuesday 6 May 1975 to Tuesday 13 May 1975. 

* 

Decision: The resolution was adopted 

14. APPOINTMENT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD TO CONSIDER, PRIOR TO THE 

TWENTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY, THE REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE ACCOUNTS 

OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR THE YEAR 1974: Item 6.5 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ56/33) 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) said that, for the reasons given in the first 

three paragraphs of document ЕВ56/33, it had been customary In the past for the Board to 

designate an Ad Hoc Committee composed of three members to consider the report of the External 

Auditor and other subjects and to report to the Health Assembly on behalf of the Board. If 

the Board wished to continue that practice, it might adopt the draft resolution along the 

lines suggested in paragraph 4 of the document, which read as follows : 

The Executive Board, 

Considering the provisions of Financial Regulations 11.4 and 12.9 concerning the 

final accounts and the report of the External Auditor； and 

Considering that there will not be a session of the Executive Board between 

1 May 1975 and the date of the convening of the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly, 

1 . ESTABLISHES an Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board, consisting of： 

to meet on •• May 1975, to act on behalf of the Board in carrying out the provisions of 

Financial Regulation 12.9; 

2 . REQUESTS that the Ad Hoc Committee also consider the following subjects on behalf of 

the Board, as decided by resolutions of the Board: (any other items referred to the 

Ad Hoc Committee)； and 

3 . DECIDES that, in the event that any member of the Ad Hoc Committee should be unable 

to serve, the Chairman of the Board may appoint a substitute from among the Members of 

the Board. 

Resolution EB55.R71. 
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Operative paragraph 1 needed to be completed by inserting the names of the members of the 

Ad Hoc Committee, who had traditionally been the Chairman of the Board, the Chairman of the 

former Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, and another member. The Board had 

also to indicate the date of the Ad Hoc Committee meeting, and the choice of Monday 12 May 

1975 would conform to the usual practice of holding the meeting on the day before the opening 

of the Health Assembly. Operative paragraph 2 contained the items referred to the Ad Hoc 

Committee by the Board. Members of the Board would recall that two items had already been 

referred to the Ad Hoc Committee - i.e., "Transfers between sections of the Appropriation 

Resolution for 1974 (additional, if any)", which was referred to in resolution EB55.R4, and 

"Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke the 

provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution" (resolutions EB55.R29, R30, R31, E32, and R33). 

The Board would recall, moreover, that v/hen the Director-General had presented his supplemen-

tary budget for 1975 (document EB55/51) he had proposed to keep the financial and monetary 

situation under constant review during the early part of 1975 and, if circumstances so 

warranted, to report to the Ad Hoc Committee any significant developments that might affect 

the supplementary budget that he had proposed for that year and that had been recommended by 

the Board for adoption by the Health Assembly. When he had introduced document EB55/wp/l2 
on the additional budgetary requirements for 1976 and 1977, he had stated that, inasmuch as 

such further financial and monetary developments would also have implications for the 1976 

budget, the Director-General proposed to report also to the Ad Hoc Committee any necessary 

changes to the additional budgetary requirements for 1976 that might become necessary. 

Consequently the Board might wish to complete operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution 

by adding� 
M

(l) Transfers between sections of the Appropriation Resolution for 1974 (additional, 

if any);
1 

(2) Supplementary budget for 1975 (additional requirements, if any)； 

(3) Proposed Programme Budget for 1976 (additional requirements, if any)； and 

(4) Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent ^ i c h may 

invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution. , �2 

Finally, if the Director-General should find it necessary to present to the Ad Hoc Committee 

proposals for an additional supplementary budget for 1975 or further additional requirements 

for 1976, it might be advisable to convene the Ad Hoc Committee at a date earlier than 

12 May 1975 so that the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee could be made 

available to the Member States before the opening of the Health Assembly. If the Board 

agreed to that suggestion, a paragraph could be inserted between operative paragraphs 2 and 3 

of the draft resolution, reading as follows: 

AUTHORIZES the Ad Hoc Committee to meet, if considered necessary by the Director-

General , a t a date earlier than 12 May 1975, the exact date to be determined in consul-

tation with the members of the Ad Hoc Committee for the purpose of considering on behalf 

of the Board the subjects referred to in paragraphs 2(2) and (3). 

The existing paragraph 3 in the draft resolution would then become paragraph 4 . 

Dr VENEDIKTOV remarked that the draft resolution, being lengthy and complex, was 

precisely the kind of resolution that he did not like to adopt after having merely heard it 

read out on the last day of the session. However, in view of his confidence in the 

Secretariat, he would agree to it. 

Dr EHRLICH said that, if the Ad Hoc Committee had to consider all the items mentioned 

by Mr Furth, it would be taking on a great responsibility on behalf of the Board. He 

recognized, however, that it might be the only mechanism for dealing with the situation. 

1

 Resolution EB55.R4. 

2 
Resolutions EB55.R29, R30, R31, R32, and R33. 
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The CHAIRMAN asked the Board to suggest names for inclusion in paragraph 1 . 

Professor AUJALEU proposed the Chairman of the Board, the B o a r d
f

s representative to the 

Health Assembly, and any other m e m b e r . 

Dr VENEDIKTOV agreed and proposed that the third member should be Professor Aujaleu 

himself. 

Professor AUJALEU thought that younger members of the Board should be called u p o n . 

Furthermore, if the Ad Hoc Committee had to meet before 12 May, he would be unable to attend 

it owing to a previous engagement. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO asked what it was that had to be communicated to Member States 

and how many weeks beforehand did it have to be communicated. 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) reiterated that the proposal was to have, as 

normally, only one meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee, i.e., on the day before the Health 

Assembly opened. However, as the Committee might have to consider certain proposals of the 

Director-General in case there was a real financial or monetary crisis, it might be advisable 

in such an event to convene the Committee earlier, say ten days or two weeks before the 

Assembly, so that the Member States could be informed of the conclusions and recommendations 

of the Committee before the Assembly opened. It was not a plan but only a contingency 

measure that might be adopted in case it became necessary to present another supplementary 

budget for 1975 or further additional requirements for 1976. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO asked what were the statistical chances that such a crisis 

might occur. 

Professor 

upon to travel 

select persons 

AUJALEU said that, if the members of the Ad Hoc Committee might be called 

to Geneva ten or twelve days before the Assembly, it would be advisable to 

who did not live too far a w a y . He therefore proposed Dr Sauter. 

Dr SAUTER reminded the Board that he had already fulfilled that function the previous 

year. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO suggested Professor Reid. 

Dr GARCIA agreed with Professor Aujaleu that the members of the Ad Hoc Committee should 

be persons living near to Geneva. An additional advantage would be the saving to WHO in 

travel costs• He therefore wished to withdraw his n a m e . 

Dr VENEDIKTOV proposed Professor Tigyi. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, since there were no objections to the names proposed, the first 

paragraph of the draft resolution would read : 

1 . ESTABLISHES an Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board consisting of 

Dr С. N . D . Taylor, Professor J. Tigyi and Professor J. J. A . Reid. 

Decision : The resolution was adopted as amended.1 

1

 Resolution EB55.R73. 
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15. DATE AND PLACE OF THE FIFTY-SIXTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 4.6 of the Agenda 

M r FURTH (Assistant Director-General) said that the World Health Assembly was normally 

scheduled to last three weeks and the Board met on the Monday following the closure of the 

Assembly. Thus the Board could decide to convene its fifty-sixth session on Monday, 2 June 

1975. However, h© drew the Board's attention to the fact that, in the past few years, the 

closing days of the Assembly had varied considerably. If the Twenty-eighth Health Assembly 

adopted the recommendations made by the present Board concerning its methods of work, 

particularly the recommendation that one main committee might meet at the same time as the 

plenary meeting dealing with the general discussion, it might be able to complete its work 

by Tuesday or Wednesday of the third week, in which case the Board might wish to consider 

convening its fifty-seventh session earlier than 2 June. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO thought that, in order to avoid pressure of w o r k , the proposed 

dates might be left as they stood. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV considered that, should the Assembly have finished its work on the previous 

Tuesday or Wednesday, the possibility of the Board's beginning earlier than the Monday 

following the closure of the Assembly should be allowed for. 

/ 

Dr GARCIA asked if it was contrary to the Rules of Procedure for the President of the 

Assembly to convene the Board at an unspecified date depending on the day of closure of the 

Assembly. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that that would not be possible for two reasons : the Rules 

of Procedure laid down that the Board had to determine at each session the time and place of 

its next session； it was also prescribed in Rule 5 that notices convening the Board should 

be sent by the Director-General six weeks before the commencement of a regular session to the 

members of the Board, Member States and Associate Members, and to the other organizations 

mentioned in Rule 4 . Since not all members of the Board were members of delegations, such a 

course would complicate the issue. Greater flexibility in the matter therefore did not 

appear to be possible. 

Dr EHRLICH said that, when the time for the opening of the Twenty-eighth Health Assembly 

had been set, the earlier discussions about starting it on a Monday had not been taken into 

account. He asked if there was any reason why the Assembly could not begin on 12 May instead 

of 13 M a y , wtiich would provide extra time to discuss the programme. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that, as all the necessary steps had already been taken, such 

a change could not be m a d e . 

Professor AUJALEU considered it unavoidable to set a date for the opening of the Board 

and thought it would be prudent to fix that day for the Monday following the end of the 

Assembly. If there was an interval between the end of the Assembly and the beginning of the 

Board, the working groups on malaria and on the sixth general programme of work and possibly 

others could utilize the time for meetings. In that way, the presence of members of the 

Board could be put to u s e . 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO pointed out that members of the Board were not necessarily 

members of delegations. If members of working parties were not delegates, she asked if it 

would be a great financial burden to invite them to participate in the working groups that 

met before the Board began. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Board could have all kinds of subcommittees without 

their being in conflict with its regular sessions. 
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The CHAIRMAN believed there was general agreement that the Board should be convened for 

the Monday following the closure of the Assembly, i.e., 2 June. At his invitation, 

Dr JAYASUNDARA, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

DECIDES that its fifty-sixth session shall be convened on Monday, 2 June 1975 at the 

headquarters of the Organization, Geneva, Switzerland. 

1 
Decision : The resolution was adopted. 

In reply to a question from Dr VENEDIKTOV, Dr SACKS (Coordination with other Organizations) 

confirmed that all the draft resolutions had been adopted. 

1 6 . CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

After an exchange of courtesies in which the CHAIRMAN, Dr SHAMI, Professor TIGYI, 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO, Dr VENEDIKTOV, Dr VALLADARES, Dr GARCÍA, Dr RESTREPO CHAVARRIAGA, 

Professor AUJALEU, Dr EHRLICH, and Professor REID took part, the CHAIRMAN declared the 

fifty-fifth session closed. 

The meeting rose at 7.40 p.m. 

1

 Resolution EB55.R73. 


