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During its sixteenth and seventeenth meetings held on 23 and 24 May 1978, Committee B 

decided to recommend to the Thirty -first World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached 

resolutions relating to the following agenda items: 

3.13 Coordination within the United Nations system 

3.13.3 Assistance to newly independent and emerging States in Africa 
(Special programme for health cooperation with Lesotho) • 2.6 Review of specific technical matters 

2.6.2 The role of the health sector in the development of national and international 
food and nutrition policies and plans 

2.6.12 Prevention and control of zoonoses and foodborne diseases due to animal 

products 

2.6.17 Problems of the human environment: food hygiene 

2.6.14 Fluoridation and prevention of dental caries 

3.13 Coordination within the United Nations system 

3.13.2 Activities financed from extrabudgetary sources within the United Nations 

system 

3.13.3 Assistance to newly independent and emerging States in Africa 

(Liberation struggle in southern Africa) • 2.6 Review of specific technical matters 

2.6.10 Expanded programme on immunization 

2.6.9 Smallpox eradication: current status and certification 
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COORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - COOPERATION WITH 
NEWLY INDEPENDENT AND EMERGING STATES IN AFRICA 

Special programme for health cooperation with Lesotho 

The Thirty -first World Health Assembly, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 402 of 22 December 1976 concerning the serious 
situation created by the closure of certain border posts, upon the decision of South Africa, 
between Lesotho and South Africa so as to coerce Lesotho into according recognition to the 
Bantustan Transkei; 

Mindful that the decision of the Government of Lesotho not to recognize the Bantustan 
Transkei was taken in conformity with United Nations General Assembly resolution 31/6(А) 
adopted on 26 October 1976; 

Recognizing that the developments which have occurred have imposed special economic and 
social burdens upon Lesotho, and that the health conditions of the people of Lesotho, 
especially in the south -eastern part, are worsening; 

1. EXPRESSES deep concern about the health and other problems faced by Lesotho; 

2. NOTES with appreciation the measures taken by the Secretary -General of the United 
Nations to send missions to Lesotho to examine the health situation as well as by the 
Economic and Social Council with respect to calling for an effective international programme 
of assistance to Lesotho; 

3. NOTES further the request made to WHO and other specialized agencies of the United 
Nations System by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 2096 (LXIII) and by the 
United Nations General Assembly in resolution 3298 to maintain and increase their current 
and future programmes of assistance to Lesotho in carrying out its planned development 
projects without interruption; 

4. REQUESTS WHO Member States to respond to the appeals made by the Security Council and 
the Economic and Social Council and to provide technical cooperation to Lesotho; 

5. REQUESTS the Director -General, in collaboration with all other concerned organizations 
and institutions of the United Nations system, to provide all necessary cooperation to 
Lesotho with respect, in particular, to providing health care and services to the affected 
population. 
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THE ROLE OF THE HEALTH SECTOR IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL FOOD AND NUTRITION POLICIES AND PLANS, 

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO COMBATING MALNUTRITION 

The Thirty -first World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director -General's report- on the role of the health sector in the 

development of national and international food and nutrition policies and plans; 

Recalling resolutions WHA27.43, WНA28.42 and WНАз0.51; 

Convinced that malnutrition is one of the major impediments to attaining the goal of 

health for all by the year 2000, and that new approaches based on clearly defined priorities 
and maximum utilization of local resources are needed for a more effective action to combat 

malnutrition; 

Noting with concern the continued decline in breast - feeding in many countries while in 

certain countries it has been possible to arrest or reverse this trend; 

Recognizing that during the first months of life breast - feeding is the safest and most 

appropriate way to feed infants, that it should be maintained as long as possible with timely 

supplementation arid weaning which ideally should be done with locally available and acceptable 

foods; 

1. THANKS the Director -General for his report; 

2. ENDORSES the functions of the health sector in this field; 

iЗ. RECOMMENDS Member States to give the highest priority to prevention of malnutrition in 

pregnant and lactating women, infants and young children and to stimulate permanent 
multisectoral coordination of nutrition policies and programmes by: 

(1) supporting and promoting breast - feeding with educational activities to the general 
public; legislative and social actions to facilitate breast - feeding by working mothers; 
implementing the necessary promotional and facilitating measures in the health services; 
and regulating inappropriate sales promotion of infant foods that can be used to replace 
breast milk; 

(2) ensuring timely supplementation and appropriate weaning practices and the feeding 
of young children after weaning with the maximum utilization of locally available and 
acceptable foods; carrying on, if necessary, action -oriented research to support this 
approach and the training of personnel for its promotion; 

1 Document A31/13. 
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4. REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(1) to develop, in cooperation with Member States, a programme of research and 

development in nutrition, oriented primarily to the needs of developing countries, and 

aimed initially at the prevention of malnutrition in pregnant and lactating mothers and 

in young children by promoting adequate maternal nutrition and by encouraging breast - 

feeding and timely supplementation and appropriate weaning practices, with the maximum 
utilization of locally available and acceptable foods; 

(2) to take any necessary measures to coordinate international activities designed to 

promote breast - feeding and especially to work in close collaboration with other United 
Nations agencies active in this field; 

(3) to cooperate with national institutions in their problem -solving research and 
training programmes to strengthen their capacity to combat malnutrition and stimulate 
technical cooperation among developing countries in this field; 

(4) to collaborate with multilateral and bilateral organizations and agencies and with 
other intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations in programmes of technical 
cooperation with countries for the development and implementation of national food and 
nutrition policies, plans and programmes; 

(5) to stimulate the mobilization of scientific and financial resources in support of 
a global effort to eliminate malnutrition; 

5. URGES governments, multilateral and bilateral organizations and agencies to support the 

proposed programme of research and development in nutrition through their technical and 
scientific institutions and workers and by financial contributions. 
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PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF ZOONOSES AND FOODBORNE 
DISEASES DUE TO ANIMAL PRODUCTS 

The Thirty -first World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director -General on the prevention and control of 
zoonoses and foodborne diseases due to animal products; 

Recalling resolution EB51.R25 on veterinary public health, adopted by the Executive Board 
at its fifty -first session; 

• 

Recognizing the progress made in strengthening the veterinary public health services in 
Member States for the control of zoonoses and foodborne diseases; 

Taking into account that a reorientation of the Organization's zoonoses programme is 
under way; 

1. WELCOMES the steps taken by the Organization to develop global and regional strategies, 
and detailed codes of practice and guidelines, as a basis for national programmes; 

2. NOTES with satisfaction the collaboration of Member States and of the United Nations 
Development Programme in establishing a network of international centres to provide essential 
services for the control of zoonoses; 

3. INVITES Member States: 

(1) to formulate and implement appropriate countrywide programmes for the control of 
zoonoses as an integral part of national health programmes; 

(2) to strengthen cooperation between national veterinary and public health services in 
improving the surveillance, prevention and control of these diseases; and 

(3) to collaborate further in ensuring the appropriate development of zoonoses centres 
wherever they are required, and their contribution to national health programmes; 

4. REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(1) to continue the reorientation of the veterinary public health programme towards 
increased technical cooperation with Member States, including the development of national, 
regional and global strategies, and of methods for the surveillance, prevention aid 
control of zoonoses; 

(2) to promote the extension of the network of zoonosis centres in all regions, in 
cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization and other agencies, so that the necessary support can be provided to country 
health programmes dealing with these diseases; 

(3) to report on results of this reorientation of the WHO activities in the field of 
zoonoses prevention and control in a future biennial report of the Director -General. 



АЗ1/71 
page 6 

PROBLEMS OF THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT: FOOD HYGIENE 

The Thirty -first World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the reports of the Director - General on the control of food -borne 

diseased and on food hygiene;2 

Recalling resolutions W1Á25.59, WHA27.46, WHАЭO.51 and ЕВ61.R33; 

Re- emphasizing the importance of safe food for developing and developed countries, 
inter alia, with a view to international exchange and communication; 

Considering the interrelationship with the other activities of WHO in the field of 
control of food -borne diseases and nutrition policies; 

Agreeing with the policy and orientation of the WHO food safety programme as proposed; 

REQUESTS the Director - General to develop the food safety programme along the lines out- 

lined in the report in collaboration with national authorities and with other interested 
United Nations agencies and programmes and to report on the progress of the programme to the 

Thirty - second World Health Assembly. 

1 Document A31/23. 

2 Document A31/28. 



А31/71 

Page 7 

FLUORIDES AND PREVENTION OF DENTAL CARIES 

The Thirty -first World Health Assembly, 

Aware of the growing prevalence of dental caries throughout the world, and of its 

health and socioeconomic consequences; 

Bearing in mind that dental caries is affected by a number of factors such as the 

consumption of refined carbohydrates, the action of various bacteria, the presence of 
dental plaque and the various actions of fluorides; 

Noting resolutions WHA22.30, EB53.R30 and WHA28.64 underlining the importance of this 

problem; 

Recognizing that safe, inexpensive and effective methods of prevention of dental 

caries exist, especially by the optimal adjustment of the fluoride content of public water 
supplies for which there is widespread experience, but also by other systemic and topical 
uses well procedures; 

1. URGES Member States to consider, within national plans for the prevention and control 
of oral disease, the fluoridation of public water supplies, where and when appropriate; 

2. BELIEVES that, where fluoridation of public drinking -water supplies is not feasible 

for technical or other reasons, alternative methods of achieving an optimum daily intake or 
application of fluoride should be considered; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(1) to continue to provide technical advice and assistance to Member States ih 

the prevention and control of dental caries by adjustment of the fluoride content 
of public water supplies to the optimal level and by all other available means, 
where and when appropriate, and to foster cooperation with and between such States 
in this important area of public health; 

(2) to report in due course on progress in this matter. 
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COORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

Activities financed from extrabudgetary sources within the 
United Nations system 

The Thirty -first World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director -General on coordination within the United 
Nations system - activities financed from extrabudgetary sources within the United Nations 
system; 

Recalling the terms of resolution WHA30.34;2 

1. NOTES. the report and the steps taken to enhance cooperation with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control (UNFDAC), 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNE ?), the World Bank and other organizations; 

2. NOTES with satisfaction the co- sponsorship by UNDP and the World Bank of the WHO Special 
Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases; 

3. EXPRESSES appreciation of the continued financial contribution from UNDP to other special 
programmes being developed through WHO, including the Onchocerciasis Control Programme, the 

Expanded Programme on Immunization, and the drinking -water supply programme; 

4. EXPRESSES the hope that additional support will be forthcoming for these programmes and 
for other priority areas of WHO's technical cooperation activities with developing countries, 
in particular with reference to primary health care, essential drugs, communicable disease 
prevention and control, and activities with intersectoral implications; 

5. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue his efforts towards improving coordination 
between WHO, UNDP and other organizations and bodies engaged in technical cooperation, 
particularly at country and regional levels; 

6. EXPRESSES appreciation of the continued collaboration provided by UNICEF in the priority 
health sectors; 

7. URGES Member States to continue their individual and combined efforts to translate the 
concepts of technical cooperation among developing countries (TCDC) into practical measures in 
the health field, with a view to enhancing national and collective self -reliance; 

8. REQUESTS the Director -General to review the decisions to be taken at the forthcoming 
United Nations Conference on Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries and to bring 
them to the attention of Member States at the Technical Discussions on "Technical cooperation 
in the field of health among developing countries" to be held at the Thirty - second World Health 
Assembly. 

1 Document А31/41. 
2 
WHO Official Records, No. 240, 1977, p. 18. 
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COORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

COOPERATION WITH NEWLY INDEPENDENT AND EMERGING STATES IN AFRICA 

Liberation struggle in southern Africa 

The Thirty -first World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director -General's report1 on assistance to newly independent and 

emerging States in Africa submitted in accordance with resolution WHA30.24; 

Considering the acts of aggression against the People's Republic of Mozambique and the 

People's Republic of Angola and the bombing of their civilian populations by the illegal 

regime in Southern Rhodesia and the racist regime of South Africa as well as the armed 

aggressions and provocations against the sovereignty of the Republics of Botswana and Zambia; 

Considering also the denial of adequate medical facilities for the non -white populations 

of South Africa and the ill- treatment of political prisoners in that country; 

Considering further that these acts of aggression and the insufficiency of medical 

services contribute to a deterioration of the health status of the population of southern 
Africa; 

Recalling resolutions 411 (1977) and 428 (1978) of the United Nations Security Council; 

Bearing in mind the action called for in resolution WНА29.23; 

Recalling the terms of resolution WHA30.24; 

1. REITERATES its appreciation of the concerted efforts made by the Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Development Programme, the Office 

of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator, the United Nations Children's Fund, the 

International Committee of the Red Cross, the League of Red Cross Societies and WHO, to 

undertake technical cooperation with the States concerned; 

2. EXPRESSES appreciation of the concerted efforts of the Director -General of WHO, UNHCR, 

UNDP, UNICEF, ICRC, LRCS and other associated bodies for their cooperation with the liberation 

movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity; 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General: 

(1) to continue and intensify health cooperation with the newly independent and 

emerging States in Africa, and particularly with the countries which are the victims 

of repeated aggressions by the racist regime of South Africa and the illegal regime 
in Southern Rhodesia; 

(2) to give, in collaboration with the United Nations, its specialized agencies and 
other bodies, all necessary support in the health sector to the national liberation 
movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity, including technical coopera- 
tion in this sector for training and research as well as support to the prevention and 

1 Document А31/42. 
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control of communicable diseases, and medical supplies needed for treatment of the 
populations concerned; 

(3) to ensure that such technical cooperation is provided in the most expeditious 
and flexible way through simplified procedures; 

(4) to report to the Thirty- second World Health Assembly on the progress made in the 

implementation of this resolution; 

4. INVITES the Director -General to pursue all possible efforts to enlist support from 
governmental And nongovernmental sources for this operation; 

5. APPEALS to all Member States to make voluntary contributions to this programme. 
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EXPANDED PROGRAMME ON IMMUNIZATION 

The Thirty -first World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director -General's progress reportl on the Expanded Programme on 
Immunization; 

1. NOTES the accomplishments being achieved in pursuance of resolution WHA27.57, WHA29.63, 
WHA30.53 and WHA30.54 especially with respect to 

- strengthening national capacities through training in programme management and in 

vaccine quality control and production, 

- improving materials and methods used in the cold chain, and 

- improving vaccines and vaccine delivery systems through basic and applied research; 

2. RECOGNIZES that the available data pertaining to immunizations and disease incidence is 

far from complete, and emphasizes the need to improve information and reporting systems at 
both national and international levels; 

Э. WELCOMES the establishment of an Expanded Programme on Immunization Global Advisory 

Group as an additional means of involving representatives of the Member States in the guidance 
of the programme; 

4. EMPHASIZES the importance of immunization as а component of related programmes being 
supported by the Organization such as Primary Health Care, Maternal and Child Health, and of 
such special initiatives as the International Year of the Child; 

5. URGES Member States and other potential donors to give particular consideration to the 

support of programme implementation at the country level through medium and long term 
commitments, and acknowledges with thanks those contributions already made through the 
Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion, through UNICEF, UNDP and other international agencies, 
and on a bilateral basis; 

6. REQUESTS the Director -General to provide Member States on request all technical support 
needed in implementing the programme including support in improving the capability of those 
countries who have the potentiality to produce vaccines locally; 

7. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue to pursue the implementation of this programme 

as a high priority so that the goal of providing immunizations for all children of the world 
by 1990 may be achieved. 

1 Document A31/21. 
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SMALLPDX ERADICATION PROGRAMME 
CURRENT STATUS AND CERTIFICATION 

The Thirty -first World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director- General's report1 on smallpox eradication; 

Endorsing Executive Board resolution EB61.R10 on smallpox eradication; 

Recognizing that for six months reported smallpox incidence throughout the world has been 
nil, that achievement of smallpox eradication is now imminent, and that it will constitute an 
unprecedented event in the history of medicine; 

1. CONGRATULATES Somalia on the effective eradication campaign and adjacent countries on 
their intensive surveillance and maintenance of their smallpox -free status; 

2. COMMENDS Bangladesh, Burma, the nine countries of Central Africa (Burundi, Central African 
Empire, Chad, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Rwanda, United Republic of Cameroon, and Zaire), 
and the four countries of south -east Africa (Malawi, Mozambique, United Republic of Tanzania, 
and Zambia), where international commissions have visited and certified eradication of smallpox 
in 1977 and in 1978 to date; 

З. REQUESTS the 31 countries where certification activities will take place in 1978 and 1979 
to proceed with their planned activities, in collaboration with WHO and the Global Commission 
for the Certification of Smallpox Eradication so that these activities can be completed by 
the end of 1979; 

4. REQUESTS all laboratories except WHO collaborating centres to destroy or transfer 
remaining stocks of variola virus to a collaborating centre; 

5. REQUESTS the Director -General to establish a reward of US$ 1000 for the first person who, 
in the period preceding final certification of global eradication, reports an active case of 
smallpox resulting from person -to- person transmission and confirmed by laboratory tests, in 
the belief that such a reward will strengthen worldwide vigilance for smallpox as well as 
national surveillance in priority countries; 

6. REITERATES the final paragraph of Executive Board resolution EB61.R10, which urged all 
governments to continue full support and cooperation for this final phase of the programme. 

1 Document АЗ1 /20. 


