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REPORT OF THE LEON BERNARD FOUNDATION COMMITTEE _ {iy4-r 

(Meeting of 18 January 1978) 

The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee met on 18 January 1978 under the chairmanship of 
Dr A. R. Farah. 

1. Consideration of nominations for the award of the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize received 
after the closing date 

The Committee decided not to take into consideration the nominations which were received 
at WHO headquarters, Geneva, after the closing date of 30 November 1977. 

Amongst the candidatures received after the closing date was the nomination of a current 
WHO staff member. The Committee was unanimous in its decision that WHO staff members could 
not be considered for such an award. It was suggested that if a similar case arose again in 
the future the candidature should not be presented to the Committee. 

2. Review of the candidatures 

The Committee reviewed the nine candidatures received within the time-limit. One of 
these candidatures was that of a deceased person. One member of the Committee expressed the 
opinion that deceased persons should not be taken into consideration for the award, unless the 
person had died after the nomination had been made. The other members of the Committee were 
in complete agreement with this suggestion. 

3. Proposal to the Thirty-first World Health Assembly for the award of the Prize 

After reviewing the documentation received in support of the proposed candidates, the 
Committee decided to recommend to the Health Assembly that the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize 
for 1978 be awarded to Professor F. J. Carrasqueiro Cambournac of Portugal. 

Professor Cambournac is well known in the World Health Organization, since he has taken 
an active part in the Organization's work since its inception. On behalf of the Portuguese 
Government, he signed the WHO Constitution and was a member of the Portuguese delegation to 
all World Health Assemblies up to 1953. 

One of the many tasks entrusted to him by WHO was the post of Regional Director for 
Africa. During the 10 years in which he held this post (1954-1964) the Regional Office, in 
collaboration with the governments of the Region, considerably increased its programmes to 
involve all fields of public health. The number of programmes rose from 38 in 1954 to 350 in 
1962. The number of fellowships awarded by the Office rose from 17 in 1954 to 460 in 1961. 

During his term of office, Professor Cambournac took part in many study missions, 
conducted many conferences and also gave courses on subjects relating to his speciality, among 
other things, tropical public health (particularly in Africa), the control of communicable 
diseases and malaria eradication. 

As far as his work in Portugal is concerned, he has taken a very active part in the 
promotion of health and social medicine in that country. His contribution to this effort has 
included research in the fields of malaria and communicable diseases. His work on malaria, 
largely contributed to the eradication of the disease in Portugal and the establishment of 
programmes to control it in the former Portuguese colonies. He has also taken an active part 
in teaching and has played a leading role in the development and improvement of the teaching 
of public health and social medicine in Portugal. 
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