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ASSESSMENT OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM 

At the request of the delegation of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, the Director-
General has the honour to transmit to the Thirtieth World Health Assembly, for its information, 
a letter from the delegation of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the President of the 
Thirtieth World Health Assembly. The reply to this letter is also appended. 
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ANNEX 1 

Geneva, 16 May 1977 

Mr President, 

We have the honour to bring to your attention the fact that our Permanent Observer to 

the United Nations in New York has informed us that the United Nations General Assembly, in a 

resolution adopted in December 1976, fixed the assessment of the most seriously affected 

countries of the organizations in the United Nations system at the minimum rate. 

Consequently, it is clear that resolution WHA30.13 adopted at the plenary meeting on 
10 May 1977, in view of its fourth preambular paragraph which refers to a recommendation by 
the United Nations Committee on Contributions to "establish the rate of assessment for the 
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam for 1976 at one-half of 0.02% from 1 July 1976 onwards and for 
1977 and 1978 at 0.03%", is contrary to the spirit and the letter of the above-mentioned 
(General)* Assembly resolution concerning the assessments of the most seriously affected 
countries. 

There is after all no doubt that Viet Nam has for the last three decades been the country 
most affected by one of the most terrible wars that mankind has ever known, and it is 
absolutely inconceivable that Viet Nam should benefit from the minimum rate of 0.01% for only 
a single budgetary period from 1 July 1976, as stated in the fourth preambular paragraph of 
resolution WHA30.13 dated 10 May 1977. 

In the view of our delegation this matter is of particular importance, going far beyond 

the ordinary accounting principles that apply to assessment budgets. It is a matter of taking 

into account the aftermath of war and its impact on the economy of developing countries in 

particular. The practical aspects of the concrete solution to this problem are bound to have 

definite effects on world politics and the world economy. 

Accordingly, Mr President, we request you to do everything you can, by whatever procedure 

and form may be appropriate, to have this error in the preamble to the above-mentioned 

resolution dated 10 May 1977 corrected, inasmuch as the rate of assessment for the Socialist 

Republic of Viet Nam fixed by that resolution is only provisional and will in any case have to 

be readjusted. 

Dr S. Тара 

President of the Thirtieth World Health Assembly 

Copies to: 

Dr M. L. Ibrahim 

Chairman of Committee В 

Dr H. Mahler 

Director-General, WHO 

(General) supplied by translator. 
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The delegation of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam would be grateful if you would bring 

this letter to the notice of all Member States. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant 

Professor Hoang Dinh Cau 

Head of the Delegation of the Socialist 
Republic of Viet Nam 
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ANNEX 2 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your communication dated 16 May 1977 

concerning the assessment of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam as fixed in resolution 

WHA30.13. 

In reaching its decision to assess your country at the provisional rate of 0.03% for 

1977 and 1978, the Health Assembly acted in accordance with its belief, as expressed in 

resolution WHA26.21, that the scale of assessment in WHO should follow as closely as possible 

that of the United Nations and followed the principle established in resolution WHA8.5, 

confirmed in resolution WHA24.12, that the latest available United Nations scale of assessment 

should be used as a basis for determining the scale of assessment in WHO. In order to ensure 

that the WHO assessment of individual Member States should follow as closely as possible the 

assessments imposed by the United Nations General Assembly, the Health Assembly has in the 

past established provisional rates of assessment for Members whose assessments have not yet 

been determined by the United Nations General Assembly, on the basis of the recommendations of 

the United Nations Committee on Contributions. 

In the latest available United Nations scale, adopted by the General Assembly in 
December 1976 in resolution 3l/95, several "most seriously affected countries" are assessed 
at rates higher than the minimum rate. While the United Nations General Assembly has not yet 
established an assessment rate for the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, the Health Assembly, in 
the light of the principles referred to above, fixed your country's provisional assessment for 
1977 and 1978 on the basis of the rate which the United Nations Committee on Contributions 
proposes to recommend to the United Nations General Assembly. While it is not for the World 
Health Assembly to judge, but for the United Nations General Assembly to decide, whether or 
not the United Nations Committee on Contributions complied with any previous resolutions which 
the General Assembly may have adopted, it should be noted that the assessment established in 
resolution WHA30.13 is provisional and, consequently, subject to confirmation or amendment by 
a future World Health Assembly. Therefore, should the Thirty-second United Nations General 
Assembly decide not to follow the recommendation of the Committee on Contributions and instead 
assess the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam at the minimum rate for 1977 and 1978, the matter 
will be submitted to the Thirty-first World Health Assembly in May 1978, and it will be for 
that Assembly to establish the definitive assessment of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam in 
the light of the decisions taken by the General Assembly. 

As you are aware, the Health Assembly has already adopted resolution WHA30.13 and this 
item on the agenda is therefore closed. It could only be reopened in compliance with the 
conditions laid down in Rule 70 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly. 

As requested, I am bringing your communication, as well as my reply, to the attention of 
the Health Assembly. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Dr S. Тара 

President of the Thirtieth 

World Health Assembly 

Professor Hong Dinh Cau 

Chief Delegate of the Socialist 

Republic of Viet Nam to the 

Thirtieth World Health Assembly 


