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1. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The CHAIRMAN, after pointing out that the procedure for drawing up the Committee's 
proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive 
Board was governed by Article 24 of the Constitution and by Rule 102 of the Assembly's Rules 
of Procedure, drew the Members' attention to the documents provided, as follows: 

(a) a table showing the geographical distribution of the Executive Board by region; 
(b) a regional list of the Members of the World Health Organization who were, or had 
been, entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive Board; 
(c) a list, in alphabetical order by region, of Members whose names had been suggested 
following the announcement made in the plenary meeting by the President of the Assembly 
under Rule 101 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly; 
(d) a table showing the present composition of the Executive Board, with the names 
underlined of those of the Members that had designated a person to serve on the Executive 
Board whose terms would expire at the end of the Thirtieth World Health Assembly and who 
would have to be replaced: Argentina, France, Guatemala, Jordan, Mauritius, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Togo, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Venezuela. 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the meeting that owing to the amendment made by the Twenty-eighth 
World Health Assembly to Rule 102 of the Rules of Procedure, the General Committee had at the 
Twenty-ninth Assembly applied a new procedure for drawing up its proposals for the election of 
Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board. 

At the request of the Chairman, the DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out Rule 102 of the Rules 
of Procedure, also an extract of the summary record of the General Committee's discussion on 
the question in 1976, giving the decision adopted by the Committee on the subject'''. 

The CHAIRMAN said that if the members of the Committee wished to adopt that method of 
work they would first have, if they so wished, a general discussion during which they could 
propose by word of mouth the names of countries other than those that had been suggested under 
Rule 101 of the Rules of Procedure, and then have a trial vote to draw up a list containing 
the names of the countries suggested in writing or proposed by word of mouth and those of any 
Member of their choice, which would provide information about geographical distribution; then 
after a discussion, if required, on the results of that trial vote the Committee would draw 
up, first a list of not more than fifteen and not less than ten Members, and then if necessary 
a list of ten Members selected from the previous list. 

He invited Dr Wright (Niger) and Mr Tobar (Equador) to act as tellers. 
He explained that the purpose of the trial vote was to draw up a list from which the 

Members of the General Committee could select the names they would recommend at the proper 
vote, to the exclusion of any other names, the list of candidates being considered closed at 
the conclusion of the trial vote. Each member of the Committee could put any number of names 
on his ballot paper at the trial vote. 

Dr VENEDIKT0V (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thought that the trial vote was of 
purely indicative value and that, unlike what took place when the list of ten names were drawn 
up, which had to be selected from the list containing ten to fifteen names, the General 
Committee could not be bound by the results of the trial vote when the first proper vote was 
taken. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Secretariat had interpreted the decision taken by the 
Committee the previous year as meaning that the purpose of the trial vote was to draw up a 
list which would be regarded as closed after that vote. Obviously at the present Assembly 
the Committee was perfectly free to decide what procedure it wished to adopt, there being no 
formal regulation on the subject. 

1 WHO Official Records No. 234, 1976, p. 254. 



Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) wished to know whether, in the part 
of the Rules of Procedure dealing with the voting procedure, there were rules concerning a 
preliminary vote. If there were not, it was questionable whether it was necessary to take 
such a vote, as it had been customary to do for many years. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that there was no rule about a preliminary vote in the Rules 
of Procedure of the Assembly. At the last Assembly the General Committee had drawn up rules 
itself on the subject, and it could either apply them again or adopt new rules at the present 
Assembly. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that in that case, if the other 
members of the Committee accepted that procedure, he would agree to the list of candidates 
being closed at the conclusion of the trial vote. 

He asked whether, at the preliminary vote, a ballot paper would be invalidated if it 
contained less than ten or more than fifteen names. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that each member of the Committee could put as many names as he 
wished on his ballot paper at the preliminary vote. 

A trial vote was taken by secret ballot. 

2. INCLUSION OF A SUPPLEMENTARY ITEM IN THE AGENDA OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
(Document A30/GC/2) 

The Committee recommended that the Assembly place on the agenda a new item entitled 
"Assignment of Ethiopia to the African Region" (document A3O/GC/2), and assign it to 
Committee B. 

3. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

After listening to statements by Dr IBRAHIM (Egypt), Chairman of Committee B, and 
Dr Méropi VIOLAKI-PARA.SKEVA (Greece), Chairman of Committee A, on the progress of the work of 
their Committees, the General Committee drew up the final programme of meetings for Tuesday, 
10 May, and fixed the programme of meetings for Wednesday, 11 May, and Thursday, 12 May. 

4. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD (continued) 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL communicated to the Committee the results of the trial vote. 

Sir Henry YELLOWLEES (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) announced that 
the European Region group of countries had decided by a clear majority to support the 
candidature of Portugal and the German Democratic Republic. 

Dr MAUNG MAUNG AYE (Burma) and Dr FERNANDO (Sri Lanka) said that the South-East Asia 
Region group of countries had decided in favour of the candidature of India. 

Dr GUTIERREZ (Cuba) announced that the Region of the Americas group of countries had 
decided to support the candidature of Bolivia, the United States of America and Cuba. 

Mr NWAKO (Botswana) and Professor SADELER (Benin) said they would abide by the decision 
taken by the group of States members of the Organization of African Unity and support the 
candidature of Angola and Botswana. 

The Committee took a further vote by secret ballot to draw up a list of not less then ten 
and not more than fifteen Members - selected from the list drawn up at the trial vote - for 
transmission to the Health Assembly. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out the list drawn up by the Committee. First, the following 
twelve countries: Bolivia, Botswana, India, Tunisia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Angola, Cuba, 
United States of America, German Democratic Republic, Portugal, Morocco and Malta. 



Next, one country which received two votes, or seven fewer than Malta, then six countries 
which received one vote each. 

Following an exchange of views as to whether the Committee should transmit to the Assembly 
a list of twelve, a list of thirteen or a list of fifteen Members - in which case a new vote 
would have to be taken - the Committee decided unanimously to send the Assembly the list of 
twelve Members given above. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to recommend the names of ten Members which, in the 
Committee's opinion, would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of seats on the 
Executive Board as a whole. He reminded the meeting that only the names appearing on the 
list of twelve Members could be placed on the list of ten Members. 

Sir Henry YELLOWLEES (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) wondered 
whether the principle of rank order might not also be applied in drawing up the list of ten 
names. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) considered that a new vote was essential. When the Members 
of the Committee had drawn up a list of not more than fifteen and not less than ten Members 
they expected to vote a second time to draw up a short list which in their opinion would 
provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of seats on the Executive Board. 

Moreover, if there were no second vote it would be impossible to know who would have 
obtained the votes of those who had voted at the previous ballot for the countries that 
received one or two votes. 

Dr Méropi VIOLAKI-PARASKEVA (Greece) agreed with Professor Aujaleu. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thought that Sir Henry Yellowlees' 
proposal went too far and was contrary to the provisions of Rule 102 of the Rules of Procedure. 
The Committee would run into difficulties if it confined itself to a single vote. There was 
a danger that its recommendations might not be soundly based and the geographical distribution 
of seats on the Executive Board might not be taken into account. He accordingly agreed with 
Professor Aujaleu. 

Sir Henry YELLOWLEES (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), while 
emphasizing the importance of the principle of selecting countries according to the rank order 
of votes obtained, agreed to a vote being taken. 

The Committee took a vote by secret ballot to establish the list of ten Members which, in 
the Committee's opinion, would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of seats on the 
Executive Board as a whole. The following countries (in English alphabetical order) were 
selected: Bolivia, Botswana, India, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Tunisia, United States of America, 
Angola, German Democratic Republic, Cuba and Portugal. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the report containing the names of the twelve Members proposed, 
together with the names of the ten Members which, in the Committee's opinion, would provide, if 
elected, a balanced distribution of seats on the Executive Board, would be transmitted to the 
Health Assembly under Rule 102 of the Rules of Procedure. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL concluded by saying that the Committee's discussion had managed to 
smooth out a number of difficulties. By applying the necessary parliamentary discipline in 
future and by defining in advance the idea of "significant number" of votes it would be possible 
to solve virtually all the problems. Two steps could be taken to improve the procedure 
followed: in the first place it would be advisable to communicate to the General Committee the 
votes of the regional groups before the trial vote was taken; and in the second place, before 
the trial vote the Members of the Committee should discuss the matter with the groups of the 
countries whose candidates they wished to propose, to avoid putting those countries in an 
embarrassing position. 

The meeting rose at 3.15 p.m. 
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