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Note: Corrections to this provisional summary record should be submitted in writing to the 
Chief, Records Service, Room 4012, within 48 hours of its distribution. Alternatively, 
they may be handed in to the Conference Officer. 



1. RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING METHOD OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND OF THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that, in resolution EB59.R8, the Executive Board had made a number 
of recommendations aimed at rationalizing the proceedings of the Health Assembly. He 
suggested that the General Committee should review the relevant recommendations in turn now, 
and see which ones could be applied immediately on an experimental basis, on the understanding 
that the whole series of recommendations would be submitted to Committee В for study in depth. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) felt that it was necessary to clarify 
the position with regard to the suggested experimental implementation of the Board's 
recommendations. It seemed preferable for no recommendation to be formally adopted until 
Committee В had had the opportunity to enter into a thorough and detailed consideration of 
all the aspects involved. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the intention had been for the General Committee, if 
it agreed, to recommend to the Health Assembly that most of the Executive Board's recommenda-
tions in operative paragraphs 7 and 8 of resolution EB59.R8 should be applied on a purely 
experimental basis at the present session. Committee В would concurrently proceed to the 
detailed consideration proposed, following which the Health Assembly would be required to 
arrive at a formal decision on the Board's recommendations, having the benefit also of the 
practical results of experience at the current session. 

The CHAIRMAN then drew attention to operative paragraphs 7 and 8 of resolution EB59.R8, 
which directly affected the work of the Health Assembly. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) believed that the recommendation in 
operative paragraph 7 (1) that Committee A, in its review of the proposed programme budget, 
should concentrate its attention on the report containing the Board's comments on the 
Director-General's programme budget proposals was not clearly drafted; the wording should 
indicate that Committee A should study the programme budget proposals and the Board's report 
thereon. He presumed that acceptance of the recommendation would not preclude delegations 
from raising questions on any specific programmes. 

Dr BUTERA (representative of the Executive Board) said that the intention underlying 
that particular proposal had been to gain time for the Health Assembly, as well as to 
facilitate a better understanding of the Director-General's policy as embodied in the 
programme objectives, by having a concise report by the Executive Board on the main points. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL made it clear that the Secretariat would always be available to 
reply to questions on specific or detailed points in the programme budget proposals. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that subparagraphs (2), (3) and (4) of operative paragraph 7 
represented only minor changes, already reflected in the provisional agenda, of a purely 
practical nature to facilitate the Health Assembly's work. By voting simultaneously on the 
effective working budget and the Appropriation Resolution in a single resolution, WHO would 
be reflecting the practice of other international organizations. 

In reply to queries from Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) and 
Dr EHRLICH (United States of America) as to when would be the appropriate juncture to raise 
resolutions on programme matters, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL thought that proposals on programme 
activities with clear financial implications would be raised under agenda item 2.3.1, whereas 
proposals relating to programmes which called for no direct financial involvement by WHO 
could more appropriately be submitted under agenda item 2.4.10. He emphasized that the 
present experimentation was intended precisely to make the presentation of proposals more 
logically related to the examination of the programme budget and to focus essentially on 
policy principles. 



The CHAIRMAN considered that operative paragraph 7 (5) reflected a desideratum on which 
there was no disagreement. As to operative paragraph 8, subparagraphs (1) and (2) clearly 
had merit in that they sought to decrease the level of documentation and to help the Director-
General respond to requests of the Health Assembly in the most effective manner. Subparagraph 
(3) was not controversial, as it adhered to the Rules of Procedure. Subparagraph (4) did not 
call for consideration by the General Committee as the recommendation therein could not in 
any event be implemented by the current session and would therefore be submitted to 
Committee В for study. 

It was agreed to recommend that the Executive Board's recommendations to the Health 
Assembly should be implemented on an experimental basis at the current session as well as 
being submitted to Committee В for detailed study. 

2. PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE THIRTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY (Document A3o/l) 

The CHAIRMAN, in accordance with Rule 33 of the Rules of Procedure, drew attention to the 
provisional agenda (document A30/l). He suggested that the General Committee would wish to 
recommend the deletion of agenda items 1.12, 3.3, 3.4.2, and 3.5 with its two sub-items, the 
eventualities they were destined to cover not having materialized. Further, the words "if 
any" in agenda item 3.2.3 should be deleted. 

He also drew attention to the communication received from the delegation of Lebanon 
(document А30/35), requesting that the subject of "Health and medical assistance to Lebanon" 
be included in the agenda as a separate item under the general heading 3.18; he suggested 
that it be considered as sub-item 3.18.7. 

It was agreed to transmit the provisional agenda, with those changes, to the Health 
Assembly. 

3. ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITEMS TO THE MAIN COMMITTEES 

It was agreed to recommend the allocation of agenda items to Committees A and В as set 
out in the provisional agenda, without, however, precluding any transfer of items later in the 
session according to the workload of the committees. It was further decided to transfer 
provisional agenda item 1.4, "Method of work of the Health Assembly and of the Executive Board", 
to Committee В for an in-depth study, while recommending implementation of the recommendations 
concerned on an experimental basis at the present session. It was agreed also that item 1.14, 
"Amendment to the contract of the Director-General", should be transferred to Committee В and 
taken up immediately following its consideration of item 3.7, "Salaries and allowances: 
ungraded categories of post". The new sub-item 3.18.7 would be allocated to Committee B. 

4. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The General Committee drew up the programme of meetings for the remainder of the week, 
the hours of work being agreed as from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon or 12.30 p.m. and from 2.30 p.m. 
to 5.30 p.m. , the General Committee to meet at 12 noon, 12.30 p.m. or 5.30 p.m. In view of 
the long list of speakers in the general discussion on items 1.10 and 1.11, it was agreed that 
the plenary meetings should start at 9.15 a.m. and end at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 4 and Thursday, 
5 May. The order of speakers as inscribed would be strictly adhered to and the closure of 
the list announced in plenary. The whole day on Friday, 6 May and the morning of Saturday, 
7 May should be devoted to the Technical Discussions, arrangements for which were described 
in document АЗо/Technical Discussions/2, the General Chairman of the Technical Discussions 
having indicated his satisfaction with them. 



It was agreed to request that suggestions in regard to the election of Members entitled 
to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board should be submitted by Monday, 9 May, 
at 10 a.m. 

The meeting rose at 1.30 p.m. 
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