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EIGHTH MEETING 

Thursday, 12 May 1977, at 9.30 a.т. 

Chairman: Dr M. L. IBRAHIM (Egypt) 

1. ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the General Committee had decided to transfer four agenda 

items from Committee A to Committee B. Those were: items 2.4.6 (Leprosy control); 2.4.7 

(Mental retardation); 2.4.8 (Système international d'Unités: use of SI units in medicine); 

and 2.4.9 (The role of the health sector in the development of national and international 

food and nutrition policies and plans). 

2. COORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: Item 3.18 of the Agenda (continued) 

Assistance to newly independent and emerging States in Africa: Item 3.18.2 of the Agenda 

(Resolutions WHA29.23 and EB59.R40; Document А30/29) (continued) 

Mr SOКOLOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thanked the Director -General for his 

report (document A30/29). He had noted with great interest the help that had been given 

through WHO to the newly independent and emerging States in Africa. He supported WHO's 

activities in that field and considered that the granting of such aid was in conformity with 

the objectives of the Organization. He had listened to the comments of the representative 

of Namibia with great interest and was confident that a victorious end to the struggle for 

independence was in sight and that the country would become a full Member of the Organization. 

He had read with satisfaction in the press that another independent country - the forty -ninth - 

would be emerging on the African continent in the course of the year. He supported the draft 

resolution reproduced in the Director -General's report. 

His delegation would also support the draft resolutions circulated to the Committee under 

agenda items 3.18 3 (Special assistance to Democratic Kampuchea, the Lao People's Democratic 

Republic and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam), 3.18.4 (Health assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons in Cyprus), and 3.18.7 (Health and medical assistance to Lebanon), and 
commended the measures taken by WHO to provide special assistance to those countries. 

Mr VAKIS (Cyprus) thanked the Director -General for his report and for the action taken so 

far in giving assistance to the newly independent and emerging States in Africa. Everyone 

was aware of the insurmountable difficulties the people of such countries encountered, deriving 

from underdevelopment, past exploitation and the vicissitudes of nature. Progress in health 

could not be achieved without overall socioeconomic development, which in turn required 

intensive international aid. Coordinated assistance would accelerate progress and avoid 

wastage. The appeal made at the previous meeting by the representative of Namibia had been 

most touching. He hoped that the people of Namibia would soon have their freedom and that 

the country would take its rightful place in the free family of nations and in WHO. He 

supported the draft resolution, which was in line with the objectives of WHO. 

Dr NAIR (India) thanked the Director -General for his report and for the assistance given 

to newly independent and emerging States in Africa in response to resolution WHA29.23. He 

welcomed the efforts made by WHO during 1976 in the implementation of health programmes in 

those areas and supported the continuance of assistance. He appreciated the assistance given 

by other agencies, such as UNHCR, UNDP, UNDRO, UNICEF and the League of Red Cross Societies, 
and by individual donor countries. His delegation supported the draft resolution. It would 
also support the draft resolution to be considered under item 3.18.3 (Special assistance to 

Democratic Kampuchea, the Lao People's Democratic Republic and the Socialist Republic of 

Viet Nam). 
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Mr HOSSAIN (Bangladesh) said that it was impossible to exaggerate WHO's role in providing 

assistance to newly independent countries. While there was scope for further intensification 

of the Organization's activities in that field, encouraging steps had already been taken. 

WHO could also play an important part in providing emergency medical help when natural 

calamities occurred in developing countries. Such calamities, as well as bringing large - 

scale devastation, often also created immense emergency health problems beyond the means of 

the national government. In addition to providing direct assistance in such cases, WHO 

could be effective in motivating countries that were in a position to help to come forward. 

The representative of UNDRO, speaking at the previous meeting, had referred to that 

body's emergency assistance to Bangladesh. The country was situated in a natural calamity - 

prone area and had recently experienced severe flash flooding. Althogh the Government had 

succeeded in bringing the overall situation under control, public health problems continued 
to give concern and the supply of emergency medical care had been difficult. At the request 

of WHO, UNDRO had launched an appeal to donor countries to supplement the Government's 
efforts to mitigate human suffering. The appeal had elicited an encouraging response. He 

wished to record his appreciation of the prompt action of UNDRO, UNICEF and WHO in that 

regard. . 

Dr MUREMYANGAGO (Rwanda) congratulated the Director -General on his report. His 

delegation had noted with pleasure that the action taken had been successful, thanks to the 

close collaboration between the representatives of the international organizations involved, 

the liberation movements and the Organization of African Unity (OAU). He welcomed that 
spirit of cooperation as an example of how assistance should be given. Countries that had 
recently acceded to independence and movements involved in liberation struggles had to face 

enormous problems with respect to rapid changes, psychosocial upheavals and economic develop- 

ment. Such difficulties were the base of epidemics, numerous infectious diseases and 

malnutrition, all of which called for increased aid and assistance from WHO. A special case 
should be made for increased assistance to developing countries that, on humanitarian grounds 
and for reasons of solidarity, were receiving increasing numbers of refugees into their 
territories, in order that they could strengthen their health services and resolve the 
problems connected with the refugees. He supported the draft resolution. 

Mr BOJADZIJEVSKI (Yugoslavia) welcomed WHO's efforts to strengthen assistance to the 

newly independent and emerging States in Africa, including the national liberation movements 
recognized by OAU, and noted with satisfaction that the assistance given had taken into 
account the health priorities of the recipients. The results achieved in 1976 guaranteed 
intensified assistance. He agreed with the views expressed at the previous meeting by the 
delegate of Sri Lanka concerning WHO's provision on an emergency basis for assistance to the • liberation struggle in Namibia. In the United Nations family of organizations, his country 
had always voiced its support for assistance of various kinds to newly independent and 

emerging States and national liberation movements. Consequently, it would support any action 
calling for the continuation and intensification of health assistance to such countries and 

movements. 

Miss PAROVA (Czechoslovakia) said that, after studying the Director -General's report and 
listening to the discussion, she was sure that the initiative taken by WHO was in accordance 
with the United Nations Declaration on the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress in 
the Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of Mankind, the preamble of which stated that such 
progress should be used to promote the freedom and independence of economic and social 
progress of peoples. She understood the difficulties of building up health services in 
newly independent and emerging countries and their concern to overcome the consequences of the 
previous colonial era. Her delegation therefore supported any initiatives WHO might take to 
assist them. 

Mr NGUYEN VAN TRONC (Socialist Republic of Viet Nam) said that he had followed with 
interest the health situation of newly independent and emerging States in Africa and well 
understood the sociomedical difficulties they faced. He therefore welcomed the achievements 
of the programme of assistance of WHO and the other international organizations involved and 
supported the plans to increase such assistance to the countries and national liberation 
movements mentioned in the Director -General's report. 
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Dr GEBRE -AB (Ethiopia) expressed his appreciation for the Director -General's efforts to 

assist the newly independent and emerging countries in Africa and fully endorsed the contents 
of the report. His country had benefited from WHO emergency aid during the serious drought 
five years previously. WHO, together with other agencies, was currently assisting various 
government agencies in the establishment of an early warning system which, it was hoped, 
would signal any disaster before it could cause severe havoc. He supported the UNDRO 
representative's suggestion that WHO should prepare a drug list for emergency assistance. 

Mrs KURDI (Syrian Arab Republic) said that the programme of assistance to newly 
independent and emerging States in Africa had already helped the countries concerned in 

their health aid social development. She welcomed WHO's efforts to assist countries 
affected by national disasters. She supported the draft resolution before the Committee 
and would also support the draft resolution to be considered under item 3.18.7 (Health 
and medical assistance to Lebanon). 

Professor de CARVALHO SAMPAIO (Portugal). expressed his support for the draft 

resolution. 

Mr TAFFAR (Algeria), commending the report, noted with satisfaction the efforts being 
made by the international organizations to assist newly independent States and national 
liberation movements recognized by OAU. WHO should intensify its assistance to those 
countries and movements in order to help to establish a health infrastructure to satisfy 
the medical needs of their populations and to alleviate the suffering resulting from the 
struggle for independence. He supported the draft resolution. 

Dr LEBENTRAU (German Democratic Republic) said that he had carefully studied 
document А30/29. He welcomed the measures taken so far and expressed support for the 
draft resolution. 

He further congratulated the Director -General on his report (document A30/30) on 

agenda item 3.18.3 (Special assistance to Democratic Kampuchea, the Lao People's Democratic 
Republic and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam). In view of the difficult and complex 
situation regarding the health services of those countries, everyone was called upon to 
give further help. Consequently, his delegation would be proposing a draft resolution 
to be introduced under that agenda item. The resolution appealed to all Member States 
that had not already contributed to support the programme drawn up to meet the special 
needs of the countries concerned in the sphere of health aid requested the Director -General 
to continue and intensify his efforts to secure the largest possible volume of funds for 
their benefit, to continue to work for their benefit, and to cooperate with them in 
meeting their many health needs, especially the reconstruction of health services. He 

asked all Members to support the draft resolution. He agreed with the USSR delegate's 
views regarding items 3.18.4 and 3.18.7. 

Dr PHOLSENA (Lao People's Democratic Republic) said that, since his country had only 
recently been liberated and was a small developing country, he could appreciate the urgent 
need for assistance of the African States concerned. It was easy to see the difficulties 

faced by those countries in their socioeconomic development - difficulties inherent in 
their history. He was pleased to note that assistance had already been given; however, 

if the rich countries would offer more aid the people would soon attain an acceptable level 
of health and a better life. His delegation would support all resolutions with that 
objective. 

Dr MUNDIA (Zambia) thanked WHO, the Director -General and the Regional Office for the 

timely help given to the newly independent and emerging States of Africa. He supported the 

draft resolution. 

Dr RAKOTOARIVELO (representative of the Organization of African Unity) thanking the 

Director -General for his report observed that as part of its reorientation WHO was becoming 
a forum also for the social aspects of health questions. That could only be useful if the 

appropriate studies were undertaken concerning health projects, particularly in Africa. 
Studies undertaken by funding organizations had indicated that the effects of health 
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projects were only beneficial if accompanied by social development. He therefore welcomed 

the new orientation of WHO. The OAU committee for health, hygiene and nutrition was always 

prepared to support any initiatives in that area. He supported the draft resolution, which 

would lead to renewed efforts to accelerate the health assistance given to the countries 

concerned. 

Dr M'BAKOB (United Republic of Cameroon) said that WHO's efforts to assist newly 

independent and emerging States in Africa had had a great impact on the development of 

health services and on the level of health in those countries. His own country had known 

a situation similar to that now facing those countries. He wished to encourage WHO to 

intensify its activities and therefore supported the draft resolution. 

Dr RASHDAN (Jordan) said he had read the report with satisfaction. The newly 

independent and emerging States in Africa had inherited many health problems because of 

the harsh living conditions prior to independence. They were doing their utmost to correct 

the situation and to promote health conditions that afforded a dignified life for the 

population. He therefore supported the draft resolution and honed that the Director - 

General would pursue his efforts to ensure that the States concerned could reconstruct 

their health services and effectively combat the prevalent diseases. 

Mr JOHNNY (Sierra Leone) agreed with the IAl representative that a special study should 
be made of the countries to be given humanitarian assistance. There had been an increasing 
tendency among the developing countries for most of their health budgets to be spent on their 
capital city and on large towns, thus neglecting the remote rural areas where assistance was 
most needed. That same mistake had been made in the past in his own country aid was now 
being rectified. It was essential that WHO assistance should reach the rural areas where the 
need was greatest, and WHO field staff should try to ensure that that was so. 

Dr MARTINS (Mozambique), commenting on the remarks of the delegate of Sierra Leone, said 
that, while his Government naturally considered that any joint study undertaken by WHO and its 
Member States was of interest, there could be no doubt that the governments of independent and 
newly emerging countries were fully conscious of the needs of rural areas; indeed, those areas 
constituted their main concern, and WHO could rest assured that all aid received in support of 
countries' efforts would be most effectively utilized, bearing that criterion in mind. He 
earnestly hoped that the provision of aid would not be made dependent on any study to be 
instituted, particularly as that might give rise to delay. The issue of national sovreignty 
was involved since WHO assistance, the value of which was fully appreciated, was after all 
made available on the basis of requests submitted by Member States. WHO could place full 
confidence in the national programmes being drawn up, and he would also commend the Director - 
General and the Regional Director on the direction they had given to activities, which should 
be pursued. 

Dr EL GADDAL (Sudan) expressed support for the measures envisaged under the item. His 
Government was prepared to offer free training in its health institutes and medical centres to 
candidates from within the Region whose travel expenses were covered by WHO. 

Dr QUENUM (Regional Director for Africa) said that he was gratified to note the support 
expressed by many speakers for WHO's action to strengthen cooperation between WHO and the 
newly independent countries and natíonal'liberation movements recognized by OAU in Africa. 

He assured the delegate of the United Republic of Tanzania that, with regard to trypano- 
somiasis, what was involved was a control campaign rather than an immunization programme. In 
the course of his visit to Angola, he had had occasion to visit that part of the country where 
the disease was prevalent. 

In reply to the query by the delegates of Sri Lanka and Yugoslavia as to what steps WHO 
intended to take to intensify cooperation with Namibia, he explained that the situation in that 
regard was special in that Namibia received WHO's cooperation as an Associate Member through 
the Organization's assistance to the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) within the 
framework of cooperation with national liberation movements. Naturally, the action undertaken 
would be carried on in an entirely different form once the country had acceded to its indepen- 
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dence. Representatives of sWAPO had already given an indication of the type of activity 
envisaged following independence, which would probably largely conform to the activity under- 

taken in other countries, with of course particular relevance to the country's own specific 

needs. He assured the Committee that WHO was watching the situation very carefully and would 

do its utmost to ensure that it was given priority consideration in future programmes. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution contained in paragraph 4 of the 

Director -General's report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

Special assistance to Democratic Kampuchea, the Lao People's Democratic Republic and the 

Socialist Re ublic of Viet Nam: Item 3.18.3 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA29.24 and EB59.R41; 

Document А30/30) 

Dr CUMMING (representative of the Executive Board), introducing the item, recalled that 

resolution WHА29.34, reinforcing the earlier resolution WHA28.79 on the same topic, called on 

WHO to do everything possible to meet the urgent health needs of Democratic Kampuchea, the 

Lao People's Democratic Republic and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. At its fifty -ninth 

session, the Board had considered a report by the Director -General on the action taken by WHO 

up to the end of 1976. The Committee now had before it document АЗO/ЗO, which brought the 

Director -General's previous report up to date. 

In its discussions, the Board had noted that initial efforts to mobilize extrabudgetary 

funds had met with a promising degree of success and that significant amounts had been made 

available by a number of Member States in response to the Director -General's appeal. Efforts 

were continuing in close collaboration with the United Nations Coordinator for Rehabilitation 
Assistance to Viet Nam, and, in order further to facilitate the programme, negotiations were 
being pursued for the establishment of the office of the WHO representative in Hanoi. The 

Board had been informed that, despite repeated efforts by the Regional Office for the Western 
Pacific to contact the Government of Democratic Kampuchea through its missions and embassies 
in several countries, no response had as yet been received from that country. Nevertheless, 
an amount of $ 447 000 had been set aside for 1977 to meet any eventual requests. 

At the end of its discussion, the Board had unanimously approved the action being taken 

by the Director -General and had adopted resolution EB59.R41,in which it had acknowledged with 

gratitude the support already given or promised towards meeting the health needs of the three 
countries concerned and had urged Member States that had not already done so to contribute 

towards the special programme. 

Dr DY (Regional Director for the Western Pacific) informed the Committee that the office 

of the WHO representative had very recently been established in Hanoi. He also announced 
that the Director -General had received a communication from the Government of Mongolia inform- 
ing him that it would be donating a 60 -bed hospital, together with full services for two years, 

to the Lao People's Democratic Republic. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to a draft resolution proposed by the delegation of the German 

Democratic Republic on special assistance to Democratic Kampuchea, the Lao People's Democratic 

Republic and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, which read as follows: 

The Thirtieth World Health Assembly, . 

Having considered the Director -General's report submitted in accordance with WHA29.24 

on assistance to Democratic Kampuchea, the Lao People's Democratic Republic and the 

Socialist Republic of Viet Nam; 

Bearing in mind the action called for in resolutions WHA29.24 and EB59.R41; 

1. NOTES with appreciation the concerted efforts made, together with other interested 

agencies, to provide assistance to these States; 

2. COMMENDS the Director- General's initiatives and the success that these have 

encountered in securing financial contributions, particularly for the Socialist Republic 

of Viet Nam; 
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З. THANKS Member States and organizations that have contributed to the special 

assistance programme for their generous donations; 

4. APPEALS to those Member States that have not already contributed to support the 

programme drawn up to meet the special needs of the Lao People's Democratic Republic and 
the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam; 

5. REQUESTS the Director -General: 
(1) to continue and intensify his efforts to secure the largest possible volume of 
funds for the benefit of the three countries concerned; 
(2) to continue to work for the benefit of these countries and to cooperate with 
them in meeting their many health needs, and especially to assist in the recon- 
struction of the health services of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, in 

collaboration with the Coordinator for Rehabilitation Assistance to Viet Nam. 

Mr NYUGEN VAN TRONG (Socialist Republic of Viet Nam) recalled that after 30 years of war 
his country had been finally reunited. The after -effects of the war on the health services 
could not be dealt with overnight, particularly in the southern provinces. Fully under- 
standing the difficult conditions, the Health Assembly had adopted resolutions WHA28.79 

and WHA29.24 concerning special assistance to his country. WHO had developed a special 
programme for the restoration and development of post -war health services and, as indicated in 

the Director -General's report, positive efforts had been made to realize the programme. He 

thanked all Members for their interest and in particular those which had contributed positively 
to the Special Assistance Programme. WHO, in close collaboration with his Government's 
health service, was doing everything it could for that programme. However, his country 

still had to overcome difficulties in the field of public health, particularly with respect 
to communicable diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis and venereal diseases, in the 

restoration and development of a basic health network, in the production of vaccines needed 
for the expanded programme of immunization, in the training of health personnel, in the 

development of pharmaceutical production and in family planning. All those aspects were 
included in the Special Assistance Programme transmitted by WHO to Member States. He hoped 
that other countries would join in the implementation of the resolutions adopted by the last 

two Health Assemblies. A concerted effort would ensure that the objectives were obtained. 
He thanked the delegation of the German Democratic Republic for the draft resolution it had 
proposed. 

Dr JADAMBA (Mongolia) expressed his delegations' appreciation to WHO for its efforts to 
assist the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, the Lao People's Democratic Republic and Democratic 
Kampuchea and for its considerable collaboration with other agencies in respect of medical 
assistance to the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. The Government of that country had now 
clearly delineated the extent of its problems. WHO should, in coordination with other 
specialized agencies, give support to the three countries concerned. He was confident that 

such measures would bear fruit in helping those countries to develop their health services. 
He agreed with the views put forward by the USSR delegate during the discussion of the 

previous item, and expressed support for the draft resolution. 

Dr KANG YONG JUN (Democratic People's Republic of Korea) said that the item was of great 
importance and urgency and he appreciated the activities so far undertaken by WHO. The war 
had had serious effects on the health and the economic and cultural life of the peoples of 
the countries concerned. The good -willed progressive peoples of the world were expressing 
their total support and encouragement for the peoples of the three countries, who were 
striving for a new life under the banner of independence. WHO's action in giving special 
assistance to those countries reflected the demands of the age and were in full accord with 
the lofty aim of WHO to raise the health of all the people to the highest level. He hoped 
that the Organization would continue to strengthen its activities to provide more effective 
and practical assistance to the countries concerned as soon as possible. 

Because of the differences in geographical conditions and socioeconomic and public health 
development among the countries, he believed that aid would only be effective when it 

corresponded to the situation and requirements of each country. The Organization should 
continue to give assistance in various ways, such as, an allocation of funds for special assis- 
tance and, if necessary, the provision of medical drugs and equipment. He reaffirmed his 
country's support for special assistance to the peoples of the countries concerned. 
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Dr MARTINS (Mozambique), noting the action undertaken by the Director -General and the 
Regional Director for the Western Pacific with a view to obtaining assistance for the three 
countries concerned, was gratified that it had proved possible to mobilize considerable aid 
in support of the activities initiated by the Government of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. 
He reemphasized his earlier point that the role of international cooperation was to support 
the endeavours being made by the countries themselves. His delegation wished to appear as a 

co- sponsor of the draft resolution submitted by the delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic. He warmly commended the efforts the three countries concerned were making to improve 
their health services. 

Mr CHU HSING -KUO (China) was pleased to see the tremendous progress achieved by the peoples 
of the three countries in building up national health services. Health services there had 
undoubtedly suffered greatly from years of imperialistic domination and from neglect by 
reactionary leaders, and the victory won by the peoples was leading to an effort to improve 
standards. His country supported such endeavours and was extending assistance within the 
limits of available resources. Cooperation was proceeding satisfactorily in that regard. 
He expressed appreciation to the Director -General and the Regional Director for their action, 
and hoped that WHO would further intensify efforts in that area; his country was prepared to 
support all sincere activities to that end. 

Mr SHIN (Republic of Korea) reiterated his Government's support for WHO's humanitarian 
activities in rendering special assistance, in particular to Viet Nam, and hoped that they 
would lead to successful results. His Government would in due course announce details of the 
help it would be making available itself. 

Mr BOJADZIJEVSKI (Yugoslavia) reiterated his delegation's support for the important under- 
taking under discussion. He commended the dynamic attitude aid initiative shown by the 
Director -General, particularly with regard to aid for the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, and 
expressed full support for the draft resolution. 

Mrs KURDY (Syrian Arab Republic) also expressed support for the draft resolution. 

Mr TAFFAR (Algeria) said that his delegation which had supported resolution WHA29.24, was 
also in favour of the present draft resolution, which was aimed at helping populations still 
suffering the effects of'the wars that had ravaged their countries. 

Dr EL GADDAL (Sudan) expressed support for the draft resolution and thanked the Director - 
General for the efforts he was making to assist the unfortunate countries concerned. 

Dr NDOYE (Senegal) associated himself fully with the remarks made by previous speakers. 
It was timely for physicians in all countries to renew links with their colleagues in the 
three countries - and particularly the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, the one he knew best - 

links which had been severed for all too long. 

Mr MERONI (Switzerland) wholeheartedly supported the draft resolution. He wondered, 
however, whether there was not some discrepancy between the title, which referred to three 

countries, and the specific mention made in the operative part to the Lao People's Democratic 
Republic and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam only. 

Miss PAROVA (Czechoslovakia) warmly supported all WHO's activities in favour of the three 
countries and on the basis of resolution WHA29.24, fully associated her delegation with the 

draft resolution submitted by that of the German Democratic Republic. 

Dr PHOLSENA (Lao People's Democratic Republic) expressed his gratitude for the aid being 

extended to the Indochinese people, which was in keeping with the noble aims of the 
Organization. 

He outlined his country's situation and its health needs, As a result of bombings, the 
economic infrastructure of a large part of the country had been destroyed, including almost 
all medical establishments. The few hospitals and medical centres remaining in the rest of 
the country were out of date and their medical equipment inadequate to enable them to provide 
proper services. Since the total liberation of the country, medical care had been provided 
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free to the whole population without exception, which meant that the number of patients had 

increased fourfold, with a corresponding increase in the consumption of drugs for treatment. 

To meet the post -war health needs, it would be necessary to reconstruct and equip many 
hospitals and medical centres, renovate and re -equip others, train health personnel, set up 

plants for the manufacture of modern and traditional medicaments, etc., all of which called 
for vast expenditure of funds well beyond the country's own means. He therefore attached 
great importance to the special assistance being provided by WHO, and he thanked those 

countries and organizations that had given valuable help. 

Dr LEBENTRAU (German Democratic Republic), replying to the delegate of Switzerland, did 

not think that his draft resolution contained any real discrepancy, since so far there was no 
specific proposal relating to Democratic Kampuchea and since operative paragraph 5 referred, 
in both its subparagraphs, to the three countries. 

Mr SEAВOURN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that, while he 
had no comments on the substance of the draft resolution, which was well -intentioned and 

carefully drafted, he was not entirely convinced as to the need for a separate draft resolution 
on the subject, bearing in mind the fact that neither the Executive Board nor the Director - 
General in his report had seen fit to recommend one. To submit additional resolutions might 
undermine the efforts being made to reduce documentation. 

Dr DY (Regional Director for the Western Pacific) thanked governments and organizations 
which had contributed to the Special Assistance Programme, and hoped that others which had not 
already done so would contribute in due course. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to consider the draft resolution submitted by the 
delegation of the German Democratic Republic. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

Mr NGUYEN VAN TRONC (Socialist Republic of Viet Nam) thanked all delegations, the 

Director -General and the Regional Director for the adoption of the third Health Assembly 
resolution providing for special assistance for the support of his country's health services. 

Health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus: Item 3.18.4 of the Agenda 
(Resolution WHA29.44; Document А30/31) 

Dr TАВА (Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean), introducing the item, drew 
attention•to the Director -General's report (document А30/31), submitted in response to 
resolution WHA29.44, on activities being undertaken in addition to the assistance provided 
under the programme of United Nations Humanitarian Assistance in Cyprus. The report covered 
the period April 1976 - April 1977 and contained information on expenditures under both the 
WHO regular budget and UNHCR funds. 

He emphasized that advisory services were being made available through consultants and 
technical advisers, particularly on hospital administration. It was proposed to send a 
malariologist in June 1977 to conduct a survey aimed at preventing the reintroduction of 
malaria to the island, which had been malaria -free since 1950. The risk of such reintroduction 
did exist, however, in view of the unavoidable slackening of preventive measures which had 
resulted from recent events. WHO advice would be intended to complement national efforts. 
WHO was in touch with the health authorities, in collaboration with UNHCR, regarding the needs 
of the health services. 

The meeting rose at 11.25 a.m. 


