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REPORTS ON SPECIFIC TECHNICAL MATTERS

Disability  prevention and rehabilitation

In accordance with the Privileges conferred by relationship with the World Health 

O r g a n iz a t io n ,t h e  Director-General has the honour to transmit herewith, for information, the 

text of a statement by Professor K. Renker, Representative of the International Society for 

Rehabilitation of the Disabled, in connexion with documents A29/24 and A29/lNF.DOc/l.
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The Executive Committee of Rehabilitation International submits the following statement 

on the subject of Disability  prevention and rehabilitation.

We are a non-governmental organization working for the rehabilitation of the disabled 

in  the world with 73 member countries.

I should like to inform this Committee that the documents A29/24 and A 29 /lNF .DOC ./l 

have our full and whole-hearted support. We should like to congratulate the Director-General 

on his efforts to give added emphasis to this programme area.

Our Organization pointed out long ago that there are at least 300 million disabled in the 

world, mainly in the developing countries, who receive no attention whatsoever, and who do not 

enjoy that which is due to them according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

We should like to add that no less than 126 national a ffilia ted , and 36 other non

governmental organizations interested in the disabled are working within or through the 

CWOIH (Council of World Organizations Interested in the Handicapped) coordinated by our 

organization and we have been very pleased to learn of their positive reactions to the new 

WHO policy over the last months.

The following briefly outlines the policy changes that our organization supports, in 

addition to my statement (EB57/lNF.DOC ./l) to the Executive Board in January of this year:

(1) action taken to diminish disability  and permanent impairment should be considered 

in every national health plan;

(2) prevention of disability  and rehabilitation must be paramount in the activity of 

each physician and health worker;

(3) innovative procedures, such as those outlined in the WHO documents, must be 

implemented, especially in developing countries, to meet the needs of the population.

These procedures should be designed in such a way that they can be locally applied, still 

retain their effectiveness, and not create dependency on highly trained professional 

staff.

Rehabilitation International fully supports Resolution No. 18 of the last Executive Board. 

Allow me to add that we are convinced that these tasks can only be fulfilled  in a peaceful 

world.

When our organization declared the years 1970 to 1980 to be the Rehabilitation Decade, 

we did so in the belief that through the promotion and implementation of ideas such as those 

found in the WHO documents, we would help create a better world and equal rights for those 

most poor and sometimes forgotten of our brethren - the disabled.


