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INDEXED 

SIXTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE A 

During the course of its twentieth and twenty-first meetings held on 20 May 1976, 

Committee A decided to recommend to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly the adoption of 

the attached resolutions relating to the following subjects: 

Leprosy control 

Intensification of research on parasitic and other communicable and tropical diseases 

Health manpower development 



LEPROSY CONTROL 

The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA28.56; 

Realizing the seriousness of the present situation in regard to leprosy in the world and 

the danger of its further aggravation; 

Recognizing the need for urgent action to control the disease; and 

Noting the Organization's activities in this field, 

1. URGES the Director-General to strengthen the programme for the control of leprosy; 

2 . REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to assist the countries most affected to develop effective programmes for early 

detection and closely supervised treatment of infectious cases and health education; 

(2) to intensify coordination with other international organizations and with bilateral 

and multilateral agencies with a view to mobilizing the necessary resources in support of 

leprosy control programmes in the countries in urgent need of assistance in this respect; 

(3) to encourage individual countries to conduct operational studies and other research 

activities on various aspects of leprosy, and particularly on means of immunization 

against the disease; 

(4) to assist countries in cooperation with UNICEF and other organizations in the 

production and procurement of anti-leprosy drugs and in the rehabilitation of leprosy 

patients ; 

(5) to stress the importance of psychosocial factors in leprosy; and 

(6) to report to the Thirtieth World Health Assembly on the progress made. 



INTENSIFICATION OF RESEARCH ON PARASITIC 

AND OTHER COMMUNICABLE AND TROPICAL DISEASES 

The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having examined the progress report^ submitted by the Director-General describing the 

present status of planning and pilot operations of the Special Programme for Research and 

Training in Tropical Diseases, in accordance with resolution WHA27.52;2 

Recalling also resolutions WHA28.51, WHA28.66 and WHA28.71; 

Taking note of the discussions at the fifty-seventh session of the Executive Board and of 

resolution EB57.R20^ endorsing the steps taken and envisaged to intensify research on 

parasitic, other communicable and tropical diseases; 

Realizing the need to mobilize all possible resources including particularly the potential 

from the pharmaceutical sector; as part of the role of WHO in coordinating and accelerating 

the important Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases; 

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report; 

2. APPROVES the development so far of the Special Programme for Research and Training in 

Tropical Diseases; 

3. APPROVES the strategy of the development of scientific aspects of the research through 

scientific working groups (task forces) of eminent scientists brought together for the purpose 

by WHO, and the progress already made in establishing these groups and in their work which 

should best focus the available resources on correct priorities particularly in developing new 

pharmaceutical, e .g . chemotherapeutic and immunological tools for disease control; 

4. THANKS those governments and voluntary agencies which have contributed financially to the 

development of programme planning and pilot projects in this field; 

5 . URGES that all Member States participate as fully as possible in the work of the Special 

Programme by offering the cooperation of their researchers, and by donations of funds and the 

provision of facilities, in order to further the research and training activities planned; 

6 . REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to enlarge the net of WHO national scientific collaborating centres and 

institutions in order to enhance their contribution to this programme; 

(2) to establish contacts with universities, appropriate research institutions and 

the pharmaceutical sector for the development of new methods of controlling tropical 

diseases and evolving new preventive and therapeutic substances; 
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(3 ) to report to the fifty-ninth session of the Executive Board and Thirtieth World 

Health Assembly on the progress made. 



HEALTH MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT 

The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on health manpower development ;^ 

Reaffirming the main principles contained in resolutions WHA24.59, WHA25.42, WHA27.31, 

Recalling that the assistance in promoting the training of national health personnel is 

a constitutional function of WHO, 

Considering that absolute and relative shortage of health manpower and the often 

inadequate and irrelevant training of such manpower have been important factors impeding health 

coverage of populations; and 

Recognizing that the remedy to these long-standing problems requires a new and vigorous 

effort involving the concept of the unity of medical science and health activities , and 

a systematic and integrated approach to health manpower planning, production and management 

directly related to the assessed needs of populations; 

1. ENDORSES the programme proposals of the Director-General as contained in his report; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to assist Member States in the formulation of national health manpower policies 

that are responsive to health service requirements and consistent with policy in other 

sectors ; 

(2) to intensify efforts to develop the concept of integrated health services and 

manpower development so as to promote manpower systems that are responsive to health 

needs; and to collaborate with Member States in introducing a permanent mechanism for 

the application of the concept and in adapting it to the requirements of each 

individual country; 

(3) to collaborate with Member States in strengthening health manpower planning as an 

integral part of overall health planning in the context of their socioeconomic 

conditions ; 

(4) to encourage the development of health teams trained to meet the health needs of 

populations, including health workers for primary health care, and taking into account, 

where appropriate, the manpower reserve constituted by those practising traditional 

medicine; 

(5) to collaborate with Member States in the development and adaptation of effective 

health manpower management policies; in the establishment of a continuous evaluation 
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process to ensure the necessary changes in a dynamic and integrated system of health 

services and manpower development; and in the development of measures to control 

undesirable migration of health manpower; 

(6 ) to establish a long-term programme of health manpower development on the basis of 

these proposals in all the regions, taking into account specific needs and possibilities 

of the countries in each region, and on the basis of this long-term programme build 

medium-term HMD programmes with concrete aims and target indices for evaluation of the 

results attained, and these programmes to be discussed at the regional committee meetings 

in 1977; 

(7) to study the extent of actions taken by governments in modifying their health 

manpower training programmes and assist the Member States in restructuring the curricula 

for all the members of the health team especially for physicians at both undergraduate 

and postgraduate levels, to make them more relevant to the needs of their societies, 

REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to explore ways and means of implementing the recommendations for the Organization's 

future activities in health manpower development as set forth in his report, 

(2) to report to a subsequent Health Assembly on the achievement in carrying out this 

programme. 


