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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 4 May 1976 

Agenda item 3.3.3 INDEXED 

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE THE PROVISIONS 

OF ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Second Report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board 

1 1. At its fifty-seventh session, the Executive Board, in resolution EB57.R65 established an 
Ad Hoc Committee consisting of Dr L. В. T. Jayasundara, Professor J. Kostrzewski and 
Dr R. Valladares to consider, inter alia, the subject of "Members in arrears in the payment of 
their contributions to an extent which may invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the 
Constitution". 

2. The Committee met on 3 May 1976, and Professor J. Kostrzewski was elected Chairman. 

3. The Committee had before it the report of the Director-General, which is attached as an • 
Annex, which indicated that three Members, Bolivia, the Dominican Republic and Haiti were in 
arrears to an extent which might invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution. In 
the course of its meetings a further payment of $17 803 was received from Haiti; this payment 
had the effect of removing Haiti from the position whereby Article 7 of the Constitution could 
apply. 

4. The Committee noted that the other two Members had made payments in respect of their 
arrears in 1975 after the closure of the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly. The Committee 
also noted the action taken by the Director-General, including cables sent on 12 April 1976 
requesting payment of arrears before 3 May 1976 in order that he could report the position on 
that date to the Ad Hoc Committee which would be making recommendations to the Health Assembly. 
At the time of the Committee's meeting the further payment from Haiti was received as noted 
above, but no other communications had been received in direct response to these cables, 
although a payment was received from Bolivia on 15 April 1976. Furthermore, both Bolivia and 
the Dominican Republic had received credits in 1976 in respect of adjustments of their advances 
to the Working Capital Fund and these had been applied against their arrears. 

5. Taking into account the several payments and credits applied against arrears since the last 
Assembly and notably the fact that the Dominican Republic for the first time after several years 
had made a payment, the Committee decided to recommend to the Assembly that the voting privileges 
of Bolivia and the Dominican Republic not be suspended at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly 
However, in view of the Committee's concern with the timely payment of assessed contributions 
by Member States, it requested the Director-General to communicate by cable on its behalf with 
the two Governments concerned requesting that they take action prior to the closure of the 
Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly to pay their arrears. 

6. Following its examination of the Director-General's report, the Committee on behalf of the 
Executive Board, recommends to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

1 WHO Official Records, No. 231, page 45. 



"The Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board on 
Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke the 
provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution; 

Having noted that Bolivia and the Dominican Republic are in arrears to such an extent 
that it is necessary for the Assembly to consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the 
Constitution, whether or not the voting privileges of these Members should be suspended; 

Noting that Bolivia and the Dominican Republic have made payments in 1975 and/or 
1976; and 

Recognizing the efforts made by those two countries to reduce their arrears; 

1. DECIDES not to suspend the voting privileges of Bolivia and the Dominican Republic 
at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly; 

2. URGES Bolivia and the Dominican Republic to intensify the efforts now being made in 
order to achieve at the earliest possible date the regularization of their position; and 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to the Members concerned. 
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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE THE PROVISIONS 

OF ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Report by the Director-General 

1. Resolutions of World Health Assemblies concerning Members in arrears 

1.1 Resolution WHA8.13, paragraph 2, reads as follows 1 

"2. RESOLVES that, if a Member is in arrears in the payment of its financial contri-
butions to the Organization in an amount which equals or exceeds the amount of the 
contributions due from it for the preceding two full years at the time of the opening 
of the World Health Assembly in any future year, the Assembly shall consider, in 
accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the right of vote of such 
a Member shall be suspended." 

2 1.2 Resolution WHA16.20, Part II, paragraphs 2-4, reads as follows: 

"2. REQUESTS the Executive Board, at its sessions when the agenda of the World Health 
Assembly is prepared, to make specific recommendations, with the reasons therefor, to 
the Health Assembly with regard to any Members in arrears in the payment of contri-
butions to the Organization to an extent which would invoke the provisions of Article 7 
of the Constitution; 

3. INVITES Members that are in arrears to an extent which would invoke the provisions 
of Article 7 of the Constitution to submit to the Executive Board a statement of their 
intentions as to payment of their arrears, so that the Health Assembly, when it 
considers the matter in accordance with the provisions of resolution WHA8.13,! will be 
able to make its decision on the basis of the statements of such Members and the 
recommendations of the Executive Board; 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to study with the Member States concerned the 
difficulties of these countries and to report to the appropriate sessions of the 
Executive Board and the World Health Assembly." 

1 1.3 Resolution WHA15.9, paragraph 3, reads as follows: 

"3. DECIDES that the arrangements made by Bolivia for payment of its arrears shall be 
considered as making it unnecessary to invoke the provisions of paragraph 2 of 
resolution WHA8.13," 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1973, p. 382. 
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1.4 Resolution WHA25.6, operative paragraph, reads as follows: 

"DECIDES to accept the settlement of its arrears proposed by the Government of 
the Dominican Republic to the effect that its 1971 contribution be liquidated and that 
its consolidated arrears of contributions for the period 1965-1970 be paid in four equal 
instalments in the years 1972-1975, subject to the provisions of Financial Regulation 5.5 
and notwithstanding the provisions of Financial Regulation 5.6." 

2 1.5 Resolution WHA24.9, paragraphs 2 and 3, reads as follows: 

"2. ACCEPTS the proposal of Haiti for the settlement of its outstanding contributions, 
i.e., to apply the payment of US $ 6 280 received on 23 April 1971 to the 1971 contri-
bution, notwithstanding the provisions of Financial Regulation 5.6; to liquidate the 
balance of the 1971 contribution by eight monthly payments of US $ 3 000 each; to 
liquidate the consolidated arrears of contributions for the period 1962 to 1970 in twenty 
equal annual instalments, the first instalment of which being the payment made in 
December 1970 of US $ 6 655.55; 

3. DECIDES that if the arrangements specified in paragraph 2 above are fulfilled by 
Haiti it will be unnecessary for future Assemblies to invoke the provisions of 
paragraph 2 of resolution иНА8.13,^ and that, notwithstanding the provisions of 
Financial Regulation 5.6, payments of contributions of Haiti for the year 1972 and future 
years shall be credited to the year concerned." 

1.6 Resolution WHA28.18, reads as follows: 

"The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board on 
Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke 
the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution; 

Having noted that Bolivia, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Haiti and Paraguay 
are in arrears to such an extent that it is necessary for the Assembly to consider, in 
accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the voting privileges of 
these Members should be suspended; 

Noting that Bolivia, El Salvador, Haiti and Paraguay have made payments in 1975; 

Noting further the proposals made by Paraguay for the settlement of its outstanding 
contributions ; 

Recognizing the efforts made by those four countries to liquidate their arrears; 
and 

Noting that the Dominican Republic has made no payment to the Organization in 
respect of its assessed contributions since 1966, in spite of the acceptance by the 
Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly of its proposal for settlement of its arrears, and 
that, as a result, the Dominican Republic is in arrears for the balance of its 1965 
contribution and for the full contributions for the years 1966 to 1974, 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1973, p. 391. 
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1. DECIDES not to suspend the voting privileges of Bolivia, El Salvador, Haiti and 
Paraguay at the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly; 

2. ACCEPTS the settlement of its arrears proposed by Paraguay, to the effect that the 
consolidated outstanding contributions for the years 1972-1975 be paid in 10 equal 
instalments of US $ 13 650 in the years 1976-1985; 

3. DECIDES that if the arrangements specified in operative paragraph 2 above are 
fulfilled by Paraguay it will be unnecessary for future Assemblies to invoke the 
provisions of paragraph 2 of resolution WHA8.13 and that, notwithstanding the provisions 
of Financial Regulation 5.6, payments of contributions of Paraguay for the year 1976 and 
future years shall be credited to the year concerned; 

4. URGES Bolivia, El Salvador, Haiti and Paraguay to intensify the efforts now being 
made in order to achieve at the earliest possible date the regularization of their 
position ; 

5. DECIDES to suspend the voting privileges of the Dominican Republic at the 
Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly; 

6. URGES the Dominican Republic to regularize its position at an early date and to 
implement the arrangements for settlement of its arrears accepted by the Twenty-fifth 
World Health Assembly, thus enabling the Dominican Republic to resume its full partici-
pation in the work of the World Health Assembly; and 

7. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to the Members 
concerned." 

2. Resolutionsadopted by the Executive Board at its fifty-seventh session 

At its fifty-seventh session the Executive Board adopted separate resolutions for each 
individual Member concerned at that time. The resolutions relating to those Members now 
concerned are EB57.R23 (Bolivia), EB57.R24 (Dominican Republic) and EB57.R25 (Haiti). 

3. Members concerned 

As at 26 April 1976, when this document was prepared, three Members were in arrears for 
amounts which equalled or exceeded their contributions for two full years prior to 1976 
and/or had not fulfilled the conditions accepted by the World Health Assembly for the settle-
ment of their arrears as set forth in the resolutions quoted in paragraphs 1.3, 1.4 and 1.5 
above. The countries concerned and the amounts of their arrears are shown in the table 
attached (Annex). 

4. Action taken by the Director-General 

4.1 As requested by the Executive Board at its fifty-seventh session, the Director-General, 
in February 1976, communicated the text of resolutions EB57.R23, EB57.R24 and EB57.R25 to the 
Members concerned, urging them to pay their arrears or, if they were unable to do so before 
the opening of the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, to provide a statement of their 
intentions of payment for presentation to the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board. 

4.2 A further communication was sent by the Director-General in April 1976 to the Members 
involved. The Director-General or his representatives have also consulted with or sent 
personal communications to officials of the governments concerned in an effort to obtain 
payment of the arrears. 

1 WHO Official Records, No. 231, pp. 16-18. 



4.3 At the time this document was prepared no replies had been received from any of those 
Members. 

5. Payments received since the closure of the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly 

Payments received since the closure of the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly and credits 
refundable on 1 January 1976, resulting from a recomputation of advances of Members to the 
Working Capital Fund (reflected in the table in the Annex), have been applied as follows: 

Member 

Bolivia 

Dominican 
Republic 

Haiti 

Date 

13 August 1975 
1 January 1976 

15 April 1976 

15 April 1976 

15 April 1976 

29 July 1975 

29 July 1975 
1 January 1976 

5 August 1975 

5 August 1975 

5 August 1975 
26 September 1975 
1 January 1976 
8 January 1976 

Amount 
in US$ 
17 000 ) 

980 ) 
1 802 ) 

5 315 ) 

) 
31 372 

30 280 
6 680 ) 

980 ) 

9 952 

6 655 ) 
) 

1 196 ) 
17 803 ) 

980 ) 
7 121 ) 

Applied to 

1972 contribution 

Last instalment on arrears 
payable in 1972 

1973 contribution (part) 

1971 contribution 

1972 contribution (part) 

1972 contribution (balance) 

Instalment on arrears payable 
in 1972 

1973 contribution (part) 

6. Action to be taken by the Ad Hoc Committee 

The Ad Hoc Committee will wish to decide what recommendations to make on behalf of the 
Executive Board to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly. The Committee could recommend 
that: 

(1) the voting rights of the Members concerned be suspended unless additional payments 
or satisfactory reasons for non-payment are received prior to the time this item is 
dealt with by the Health Assembly; or 

(2) these Members be given additional time in which to make payment of their arrears 
while retaining their voting rights at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly. 



ANNEX 

Amounts due 

Years prior 
to 1971 
US$ 

1971 
US$ 

1972 
US$ 

1973 
US$ 

1974 
US$ 

1975 
US$ 

Total 
US$ 

Bolivia— 
Q 

Dominican Republic— 
f 

Haiti-

131 530^'-
113 145£ 

- 25 950^ 
5 5 8 ¿ 

36 960 
9 860^ 

42 870 
42 870 
42 870 

23 060 
23 060 
23 060 

71 518 
2 60 370 
188 935 

— See resolution WHA15.9, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1973, 
p. 382. 

— Balance of contribution. 
Q 
— See resolution WHA25.6, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1973, 

p. 391. 
— The consolidated arrears of contributions for the period 1965-1970 are payable 

in four equal annual instalments of $ 32 882.50 during the years 1972-1975. 
Q 
— This amount is made up as follows: 

US$ 

1965 (balance) 16 610 
1966 17 410 
1967 21 320 
1968 23 170 
1969 25 140 
1970 27 880 

131 530 
— See resolution WHA24.9, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1973, 

p. 389. 
This amount, payable in seventeen instalments of $ 6 655.55 each during the 

years 1973-1989, is made up as follows: 

US$ 
1963 (balance) 4 188 
1964 13 300 
1965 15 760 
1966 17 410 
1968 (balance) 9 467 
1969 25 140 
1970 27 880 

113_145 


