
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION A28/GC/SR/3

$ ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 20 МаУ 1975

TWENTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY DISTRIBUTION RESTRICTED

GENERAL COMMITTEE 

PROVISIONAL SUMMARY RECORD OF THE THIRD MEETING

Palais des Nations, Geneva 
Monday, 19 May 1975 at 12.10 p.m.

CHAIRMAN: Professor S. HALTER (Belgium) 
President of the Health Assembly

CONTENTS

Page

1. Proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to
serve on the Executive B o a r d ............................................. 2

2. Programme of work of the Health A s s e m b l y .........................................  2

3. Proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to
serve on the Executive Board ( c o n t i n u e d ) ................... .....................  3

AV\E Q(j

Note : Corrections to this provisional summary record should be submitted in writing to the
Chief, Records Service, Room 4103, within 48 hours of its distribution. Alternatively, 
they may be handed in to the Conference Officer.



A28/GC/SR/3
page 2

1. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

After pointing out that the procedure for drawing up the Committee's proposals for 
the election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board 
was governed by Article 24 of the Constitution and by Article 99 of the Assembly's Rules 
of Procedure, the CHAIRMAN drew the members' attention to the documents provided as follows

(a) a table showing the geographical distribution of the Executive Board by Region;
(b) a regional list of the Members of the World Health Organization who were, or 
had been, entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive Board;
(c) a list of Members by Region and in each Region in alphabetical order whose 
names had been suggested following the announcement made in the plenary meeting by 
the President of the Assembly under Article 98 of the Rules of Procedure - a list 
which was in no way final, members of the Committee being able to vote for any other 
Members of their choice;
(d) lastly, a table showing the present composition of the Executive Board, with 
the underlined names of those of the Members who had designated persons to serve on 
the Board and whose terms would expire at the end of the Twenty-eighth World Health 
Assembly and who would have to be replaced. The following Members were involved: 
Afghanistan, Colombia, Hungary, Indonesia, Niger, New Zealand, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Zaire.

The Chairman suggested adopting the same procedure as at previous Assemblies: the 
Committee would first hold a discussion, if it deemed that useful, then take a trial vote 
which would make it possible to see what the general tendencies were; later, after a 
discussion, if necessary, on the results of that trial vote, it would first of all draw 
up a list of twelve Members, then a list of eight Members - selected from the list of 
twelve Members - which if they were elected would form a Board presenting as a whole a 
balanced distribution in conformity with Article 99 of the Rules of Procedure.

Dr KILGOUR (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) asked if the Members 
whose names had been suggested had been consulted and whether they had indicated their 
agreement.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that although discussions had taken place about the 
names to be put forward, there was no formal proof that the Members concerned agreed to 
their names being entered on the list. Instances had, in fact, occurred in the past where 
Members had been proposed without being consulted and where that had caused embarrassment.

Mr BRIGHT (Liberia) was surprised that three Member States of the African Region were 
on the list of names suggested, whereas the group of African countries had only submitted 
the names of two Members.

The CHAIRMAN emphasized that while the Committee was expected first of all to draw 
up a list of twelve Members, there were, in fact, only eight vacant seats on the Executive 
Board so that the names of four countries would have to be eliminated.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the Secretariat had no control over the proposals 
made and that it was impossible to determine whether they corresponded or not to the 
wishes of the African group of countries. It was now up to the Committee to draw up 
the list it considered most appropriate.

Mr CHOWDHURY (Bangladesh) said that the group of South-East Asian countries had only 
proposed Bangladesh and that that country had indicated its agreement.

The CHAIRMAN invited Professor Rudowski (Poland) and Mr Fokam Kamga (United Republic 
of Cameroon) to act as scrutineers.

To show the trend, a trial vote was taken by secret ballot.

2. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

After listening to Dr CAYLA (France), Chairman of Committee В and Dr MARCELLA DAVIES 
(Sierra Leone), Vice-Chairman of Committee A, on the progress of the work of their 
Committees, the General Committee drew up the programme of meetings for Tuesday, 20 May.
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3. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD (continued from Section 1)

The CHAIRMAN announced the results of the trial vote to the Committee.

Mr BRIGHT (Liberia) was satisfied to see that a large number of votes had gone to 
Mauritania and Rwanda, whose names had been put forward by the African group of countries.

Dr CAMARA (Guinea) shared the sentiments expressed by the delegate of Liberia. He 
was surprised to see Gabon on the list which the Chairman had read out. That country 
had been at the meeting of African countries, but its name had not been proposed by the 
group.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that proposals did not necessarily imply the agreement of 
the countries concerned; moreover, at the trial vote, some votes had gone to Member 
States whose names had not been suggested.

Dr EL-JERBI (Libyan Arab Republic) announced that the Eastern Mediterranean group of 
countries had proposed Somalia.

Dr EHRLICH (United States of America) was grateful to the members of the Committee 
for giving a large number of votes to Canada, whose candidature the American countries had 
supported.

Dr SHRIVASTAV (India) pointed out that the South-East Asian countries had decided to 
support the candidature of Bangladesh.

Mr CAPLETON (Jamaica) said that his country did not wish to stand.
The Committee went on to take a fresh vote by secret ballot for the list of twelve 

Members which would be transmitted to the Health Assembly.
The following eleven countries obtained the required majority: Australia, Bangladesh, 

Canada, Finland, Mauritania, Rwanda, Singapore, Somalia, Tunisia, Turkey and Yugoslavia. 
Costa Rica and Czechoslovakia obtained an equal number of votes.

The CHAIRMAN read out Article 81 of the Assembly's Rules of Procedure which laid 
down the procedure to be followed where, at an election, it was impossible to fill a vacant 
place owing to an equal number of votes being shared between two candidates.

The Committee took a fresh vote by secret ballot to complete the list of twelve 
Members following which Costa Rica was added to the list.

Mr CAPLETON (Jamaica) was glad to note that Canada had received the maximum possible 
number of votes.

The CHAIRMAN said that before the Committee drew up the list of eight Members he would 
point out that only names included in the list of twelve Members would be eligible.

A vote was taken by a secret ballot to establish the list of eight Members whose 

election, in the Committee's view, would ensure a balanced distribution of seats on 
the Executive Board as a whole.

While the votes were being counted, Dr EHRLICH (United States of America) asked the 
Director-General what the situation was regarding notifications of acceptance of the 
amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that the position was the same as at the beginning of 
the previous week. Nevertheless, during the week-end several governments would have the 
opportunity to send formal instruments of acceptance of those amendments to the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations and he gave members of the Committe the assurance that as 
soon as the statutory number of acceptances had been reached they would be informed.

The CHAIRMAN announced the outcome of the vote, as a result of which the following 
countries were entered on the list of eight Members: Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, 
Finland, Mauritania, Rwanda, Somalia and Yugoslavia.

The Chairman stated that the Committee's report containing the names of the twelve 
Members proposed, accompanied by the names of eight Members who, if they were elected, in 
the Committee's opinion, would ensure that the Board as a whole presented a balanced 

distribution, would be distributed at the latest on the morning of Tuesday, 20 May and 

could thus be submitted to the plenary Assembly on the morning of Wednesday, 21 May.

The meeting rose at 2.45 p.m.


