
WfldÉ¡¡¡fo WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION A28/B/8

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 28 May 1975

TWENTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY C O M M I T T E E  В
JNo e x e d

DRAFT SEVENTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE В

During its thirteenth and fourteenth meetings held on 28 May 1975 Committee В decided to 
recommend to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions 
relating to the following agenda items:

2.8 Prophylactic and therapeutic substances
(Two resolutions have been adopted on this agenda item)

3.17 United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund

3.17.1 Annual Report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board for 1973

3.17.2 Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee

1.8 Method of work of the Health Assembly
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PROPHYLACTIC AND THERAPEUTIC SUBSTANCES

Good practices in the manufacture and quality control of 
drugs and certification scheme on the quality of pharmaceutical 

products moving in international commerce

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolutions WHA22.50, WHA23.45 and WHA25.61,

Having noted resolution EB55.R21,

Having examined the report of the Director-General on Prophylactic and Therapeutic 
Substances,1

1. ADOPTS the revised texts of the good practices in the manufacture and quality control of 
drugs and the certification scheme on the quality of pharmaceutical products moving in inter
national commerce, as appended to the report;

2. RECOMMENDS that Member States:

(a) Apply the revised requirements for "Good Practices in the Manufacture and Quality 
Control of Drugs" as formulated in the report of the Director-General;

(b) Participate in the revised "Certification Scheme on the Quality of Pharmaceutical 
Products moving in International Commerce" as formulated in the report of the Director- 
General ;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to a future World Health Assembly on the implemen
tation of the above recommendations.

Document A28/12.
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PROPHYLACTIC AND THERAPEUTIC SUBSTANCES

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on Prophylactic and Therapeutic 
Substances ;^

Recognizing the importance of further development of international standards and require
ments for prophylactic and therapeutic substances,

Convinced of the necessity of developing drug policies linking drug research, production 
and distribution with the real health needs,

1. THANKS the Director-General for his comprehensive report;

2. URGES governments and professional bodies to ensure that the health personnel and the 
public are adequately educated and kept informed as to the proper use of prophylactic and 
therapeutic substances, and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(i) to continue to develop activities related to the establishment and revision of 
international standards, requirements and guidelines for prophylactic and therapeutic 
substances in consultation, as appropriate, with relevant governmental and nongovernmental 
organizations in official relations with WHO;

(ii) to develop means by which the Organization can be of greater direct assistance to 
Member States in:

(a) the implementation of national programmes in research, regulatory control, 
management and monitoring of drugs and, in so doing, also in the formulation of 
national drug policies;

(b) advising on the selection and procurement, at reasonable cost, of essential 
drugs of established quality corresponding to their national health needs;

(c) the education and training of scientific and technical manpower for research, 
production, evaluation, control and management of prophylactic and therapeutic 
substances.

(iii) to study ways and means of optimizing inputs and outputs of the international system 
for drug monitoring so that it will be useful for both developed and developing countries;

(iv) to disseminate to Member States evaluated information on drugs, and

(v) to report on the above matters to the Executive Board and a future World Health 
Assembly.
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UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION FUND

Annual Report of the United Nations Joint 
Staff Pension Board for 1973

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly

NOTES the status of the operation of the Joint Staff Pension Fund as indicated by the 
annual report for the year 1973 and as reported by the Director-General.
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UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION FUND 

Appointment of Representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly

RESOLVES that the member of the Executive Board designated by the Government of Australia 
be appointed as a member of the WHO Staff Pension Committee, and that the member of the Board 
designated by the Government of Mauritania be appointed as alternate member, the appointments 
being for a period of three years.



METHOD OF THE WORK OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the recommendations of the Executive Board concerning the method of
work of the Health Assembly,^

Believing that the measures recommended will contribute towards the further rationalization 
and improvement of the proceedings of the Health Assembly without detriment to its efficiency 
or its value both to Member States and to the World Health Organization as a whole;

Considering further that the adoption of biennial budgeting called for in resolution 
WHA26.38 will provide an increased opportunity of improving the efficiency of the Health 
Assembly and reducing its length,

I

1. DECIDES that as from 1976 the opening meeting of the World Health Assembly should take 
place at 3 p.m. on a Monday, followed by the meeting of the Committee on Nominations to submit 
its proposals in accordance with Rule 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, to 
permit elections to take place the following Tuesday morning;

2. DECIDES that the Health Assembly undertake as from 1977

(1) in odd-numbered years a full review of the proposed programme budget for the 
following biennium and a brief review of the Director-General's report on the work of 
WHO for the preceding year;

(2) in even-numbered years a full review of the Director-General's report on the work 
of WHO for the past biennium; and also a brief review of the changes in the programme 
budget for the second year of the biennium;

3. DECIDES that Committee A should examine the proposed programme budget in detail prior to 
recommending the amount of the effective working budget;

4. RESOLVES to maintain the practice of scheduling the awards of the foundations with a view 
to interfering to the minimum extent possible with the other work of the Health Assembly, due 
consideration being given to the convenience of the recipients of awards, and to hold the 
meetings of the General Committee, in so far as practicable, after the regular working hours 
of the Health Assembly and the main committees;

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. , 1975, No. 223, resolution EB55.R46, pp. 28-31.
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II

1. DECIDES that one main committee shall meet during the general discussion in the plenary 
meetings of the Health Assembly on the reports of the Executive Board and the Report of the 
Director-General on the work of WHO, and that the General Committee, whenever it deems it 
appropriate, may schedule meetings of one main committee during plenary meetings of the Health 
Assembly at which other agenda items are considered;

2. DECIDES that the Technical Discussions shall continue to be held on Friday and Saturday 
morning of the first week of the Health Assembly, during which time neither the Health Assembly 
nor the main committees will meet;

3. DECIDES further that paragraphs II.1 and 2 above shall supersede paragraph 2 of 
resolution WHA26.1;

III

1. AUTHORIZES the General Committee to transfer items of the agenda from one committee to 
another ;

2. RESOLVES that the reports of all committees established to consider items of the agenda 
shall be submitted by these committees directly to a plenary meeting;

3. RESOLVES that the General Committee, in nominating Members entitled to designate a person 
to serve on the Executive Board, shall by secret ballot draw up a list of not more than 
fifteen and not less than ten Members, and shall recommend in such list the ten Members which, 
in its opinion would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole;

4. ADOPTS the following amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly in 
order to giye effect to the decisions in paragraphs III.l, 2 and 3 above:

Rule 33

In addition to performing such duties as are specified eleswhere in these Rules, the 
General Committee, in consultation with the Director-General and subject to any decision of 
the Health Assembly, shall:

(a) decide the time and place of all plenary meetings, of the meetings of the main 
committees and of all meetings of committees established at plenary meetings during 
the session. Whenever practicable, the General Committee shall make known a few days 
in advance the date and hour of meetings of the Health Assembly and of the committees;

(b) determine the order of business at each plenary meeting during the session;

(c) propose to the Health Assembly the initial allocation to committees of items of 
the agenda ;

(d) transfer subsequently items of the agenda allocated to committees from one 
committee to another, if necessary;

(e) report on any additions to the agenda under Rule 12;

(f) coordinate the work of the main committees and all committees established at plenary 
meetings during the session;

(g) fix the date of adjournment of the session; and

(h) otherwise facilitate the orderly dispatch of the business of the session.



Rule 52

The reports of all committees shall be submitted by these committees to a plenary meeting. 
Such reports, including draft resolutions, shall be distributed, in so far as practicable, at 
least twenty-four hours in advance of the plenary meeting at which they are to be considered. 
Such reports including draft resolutions annexed thereto, shall not be read aloud in the 
plenary meetings unless the President decides otherwise.

Rule 77

Elections shall normally be held by secret ballot; subject to the provisions of Rule 107, 
if the number of candidates for elective office does not exceed the number of offices to be 
filled, no ballot shall be required and such candidates shall be declared elected. Where 
ballots are required two tellers appointed by the President from among the members of the 
delegations present shall assist in the counting of votes.

Rule 99

The General Committee, having regard to the provisions of Chapter VI of the Constitution, 
to Rule 97, to the suggestions placed before it by Members and to the candidatures put forward 
by the members of the General Committee during its meeting, shall by secret ballot draw up a 
list of not more than fifteen and not less than ten Members. This list shall be transmitted 
to the Health Assembly at least twenty-four hours before the Health Assembly convenes for the 
purpose of the annual election of ten Members to be entitled to designate a person to serve on 
the Board.

The General Committee shall recommend in such list to the Health Assembly the ten Members 
which, in the Committee's opinion, would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the 
Board as a whole.

Rule 100

Subject to the provisions of Rule 77 the Health Assembly shall elect by secret ballot from 
among the Members nominated in accordance with the provisions of Rule 99 the ten Members to be 
entitled to designate persons to serve on the Board. Those candidates obtaining the majority 
required shall be elected. If after five such ballots one or more seats remain to be filled 
no further ballot shall be taken and the General Committee shall be requested to submit 
nominations for candidates for the seats remaining to be filled, in accordance with Rule 99, 
the number of candidates so nominated not exceeding twice the number of seats remaining to be 
filled. Additional ballots shall be taken for the seats remaining to be filled and those 
candidates obtaining the majority required shall be elected.

If after three such ballots one or more seats remain to be filled, the candidate obtaining 
in the third ballot the least number of votes shall be eliminated and a further ballot taken 
and so on until all the seats have been filled.

In any ballots taken under the provisions of this Rule no nominations other than those 
made in accordance with the provisions of Rule 99 and this Rule shall be considered.


