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USE OF ARABIC AS A WORKING LANGUAGE OF THE 

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

( Item proposed by the Government of Iraq)

The Director-General has the honour to transmit the attached memorandum and draft 

resolution from the delegations of Algeria, Bahrain, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 

Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Republic, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 

Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.



ANNEX

MEMORANDUM FROM DELEGATIONS OF ARAB COUNTRIES

The Arabic Language is now the mother language of 150 ООО ООО Arabs living in 20 of the 

Member States of the World Health Organization and it is the language which receives the 

sentiments of 600 ООО 000 Moslems living all over the world.

It is time now for the Arabic language to be one of the working languages in the World 

Health Organization, to be used in its meeting, and for correspondence between the World Health 

Organization and its Arab Member States.

This will help for more dissemination of medical sciences and health education among the 

Arabic-speaking populations; and w ill reveal the ability  of the Arabic Language to be one of 

the most effective means of communication in the medical field.

Sir ,

The Delegations of the Arab Member States recognize the present financial situation of 

the World Health Organization, and therefore they advise you about their readiness to deposit 

the funds required for using Arabic Language as a working language in the World Health 

Organization for the first three years beginning in 1976; as assessed by the technical and 

financial study that, we hope, the Secretariat will present.

Proceeding from the aforementioned statements the Arab Member States of the World Health 

Organization submit the enclosed draft resolution, for consideration by the Twenty-eighth 

World Health Assembly.

Please accept, Sir , the assurance of our highest consideration.
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(signatures)

Dr H. Mahler

Director-General

World Health Organization

Avenue Appia

1211 Geneva 27
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Annex

Draft Resolution 

on the Arabic Language as a Working Language of 

the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board

The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly,

Recognizing the significant role of the Arabic Language in preserving and disseminating 

the civilization of man and his culture; and its influence on the progress of medicine and 

science ;

Recognizing further that the Arabic Language is the language of twenty Member States of 

the World Health Organization, and is a working language in the United Nations, the UNESCO, 

the Organization of African Unity, in the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean of the 

World Health Organization and several other international organizations and unions;

Aware of the need to achieve greater international cooperation and more universality of 

the World Health Organization,

Noting with appreciation, the assurances of the Arab States Members of the World Health 

Organization to meet collectively the expenses of implementing this resolution during the 

first three years;

DECIDES to include Arabic Language among the working languages of the World Health 

Organization, so as to be used in the World Health Assembly, the Executive Board, the main and 

sub Committees, and to be used for correspondence with Arab countries as a regular procedure; 

and to amend accordingly the relevant provisions of the rules of procedure.


