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The Director-General has the honour to transmit to the World Health Assembly the text 
of the attached note verbale received from the Republic of Viet-Nam.
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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Viet-Nam presents its compliments to the Director- 
General of the World Health Organization and has the honour to submit to him the following 
observations concerning a request from the Viet Cong, known under the assumed title of "GRP", 
for admission to membership of the World Health Organization:

(1) Article 3 of the WHO Constitution stipulates that membership in the Organization 
shall be open to all States. Furthermore, the second paragraph of Rule 3 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Assembly specifies that the Director-General may invite States . . .

(2) The self-styled "GRP" does not fulfil any of the standards defining the attributes 
of a State. The temporary occupation of portions of territory taken by force, following the 
general offensive launched by the North Vietnamese communist troops, in violation of the Paris 
agreements, results from a naked act of aggression condemned by international law, and in 
particular by the resolutions of the United Nations, including resolution No. 3314 of 14.12.74 
of the General Assembly which laid down that: "No territorial acquisition or special advantage 
resulting from aggression is or shall be recognized as lawful". Moreover, according to the 
provisions of the Paris Agreement, the armed forces of the belligerent parties were to put an 
end to all hostilities and remain in place as from 21.1.73. Accordingly, any territorial 
encroachment that occurred after 21.1.73 is illegal since it is contrary to the stipulations
of the Paris Agreement on Viet-Nam.

(3) In submitting its request for admission to the World Health Organization, the 
"GRP" is merely trying to obtain, at the international level, legalization of the war of 
aggression waged by the North Vietnamese communist troops to the detriment of the Republic of 
Viet-Nam. There is nothing in the Paris Agreement providing for the existence of two 
governments in South Viet-Nam, nor for the partition of Viet-Nam into two separate countries.
As for the Act of 2 March 1973, Article 9 thereof stipulated that: "Signature of this Act 
does not constitute recognition of any party in any case in which it has not previously been 
accorded". On the other hand, Articles 14, 18(e) and 3(a) of the Paris Agreement recognize 
the Republic of Viet-Nam as the sole legal and legitimate Government of a single South 
Vietnamese State.

(4) The Republic of Viet-Nam, having been a Member of WHO since 17 May 1950, and being 
a victim of North Vietnamese communist aggression, is entitled to ask the international 
organizations, and in particular WHO, to respect the unity and integrity of its State by 
applying the resolutions of the United Nations which stipulate that all measures taken by the 
aggressor to modify the physical characteristics, demographic structure, and administrative 
and political status of the illegally occupied territories are null and void. Accordingly, 
the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Viet-Nam hopes that the Director-General of the 
World Health Organization, having taken all these observations into consideration, will not 
take favourable action on the request of the Viet Cong and thereby create a situation, 
without precedent in the international sphere, in which a State would be represented in the 
Organization by two entities one of which is the legal Government, specifically that of the 
Republic of Viet-Nam, and the other a subversive organization, the Viet Cong.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Viet-Nam would like to take this opportunity 
of conveying to the World Health Organization the assurances of its continued high esteem.

Geneva, 11 April 1975


