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ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Application for Membership 
by the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam

The Director-General has the honour to transmit to the World Health Assembly the text 
of an application by the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam for membership of the World Health 
Organization. This application, contained in a letter of 1 April 1975 to which was attached 
an annex, was received by the Director-General on 18 April 1975 and was communicated to all 
Members on 18 April 1975 in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly.
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Hanoi, 1 April 1975

Sir,

I have the honour to submit an application by the Government of the Democratic Republic 
of Viet-Nam for membership of the World Health Organization.

As an independent and sovereign country, the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam has established 
diplomatic relations with more than 70 countries all over the world. During the last 30 years 
the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam has built up and developed, under 
extremely difficult war conditions, an extensive network of health services all over its 
territory. Moreover, it has increased its cooperative relationships in this field with many 
countries throughout the world, has adhered to the International Union against Tuberculosis 
and has participated in a number of international health organizations and international 
health activities.

In accordance with Article 6 of the Constitution of the World Health Organization, the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam satisfies all the requisite conditions for becoming a Member 
of the World Health Organization.

Consequently, I should like to ask the World Health Organization to consider our application 
for membership and to accept the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam as a Member State during the 
Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly, which will open in Geneva on 13 May 1975.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

NGUYEN DUY TRINH
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam

His Excellency Dr HALFDAN MAHLER
Director-General
World Health Organization
GENEVA
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NOTE

ON THE HEALTH SERVICE OF 
THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM

Acting Minister of Health: Dr Vu Van Can 
Address: 138 A Rue Giang Vo - Hanoi 

Telephone: 52036

The Minister of Public Health, a member of the Council of Ministers, directs the Health 
Service of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. The mission of the Minister of Health is to 
organize the health network and to ensure that all preventive and treatment activities are 
carried on for the health protection of the people. The Minister is at the same time respon
sible for the production and distribution of drugs, the training of health cadres, and medical 
and pharmaceutical scientific research.

The Ministry took over the health network in 1945, after the August Revolution, on the basi 
of the traditional medicine of the country combined with modern western medicine. This health 
network has been systematically consolidated and developed during many years of war.

Public health organization and administration is based on administrative organization 
from the central level down to the local regional level, and on population density, thus 
forming a range of health service levels which guarantee medical care for every inhabitant.
This health network is run by the State, the basic level being that of the commune, followed 
by the district, provincial and central levels.

The commune level (or subsector in the urban centres) is the basic level, and has a health 
post-maternity centre with the task of looking after family health, hygiene, epidemic preven
tion, consultation and treatment for common diseases, first-aid, surveillance during pregnancy, 
and normal confinements.

At the district level (or "arrondissement" in the urban centres) the Health Office directs 
preventive and treatment activities in the district or "arrondissement". It has a general 
hospital, mobile hygiene and anti-epidemic teams, and pharmacies.

At the provincial (or town) level the provincial or town health service directs health 
activities in the province (or town) and has the following health establishments: general 
hospitals, specialized hospitals, polyclinics, maternity hospitals, sanatoria, hygiene clinics 
and specialized anti-epidemic clinics against tuberculosis, trachoma, malaria and skin 
diseases; a drug control centre, a materia medica research centre, pharmaceutical factories, 
a state store for pharmaceutical products, pharmacies and schools for training auxiliary, 
or secondary health cadres.

The central echelon includes medical research institutes, general and specialized hospitals 
sanatoria, faculties of medicine and pharmacy, schools for postgraduate training of health 
cadres, pharmaceutical works, the general pharmaceutical products store, a medical books 
publishing house and the central medical laboratory, all coming directly under the Minister 
of Health.

This extensive health network which applies, in accordance with the special conditions of 
the country, the basic principles of preventive socialist medicine and free medical care for 
the people, has given satisfactory results in protecting health in the Democratic Republic of 
Viet-Nam: there have been no epidemics of plague, cholera or smallpox since 1954, no infantile 
poliomyelitis epidemics since 1960; suitable emergency treatment has been given to the 
wounded during the two wars against foreign aggressors since 1946, etc.
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Medico-health Service Planning is an integral part of the annual, three year and five 
year National Economy Plan.

The Minister of Health is in close relations with his opposite numbers in the socialist 
countries and in regular contact with health organizations in other countries of the world.

The National Anti-tuberculosis Institute is a member of the International Union against 
Tuberculosis.


