
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ

A28/20

24 April 1975 
INDEXEDTWENTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Provisional, agenda item 3.11

HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Summary Record 
of the work of the Special Committee of Experts 
since the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly

The Special Committee of Experts met in Geneva on 12 August 1974 presided over by 
Dr I. Wone and was attended by the Director-General of WHO.

The Special Committee confirmed the Chairman in the exercise of his office. The 
Chairman explained the reasons for which he had decided to convene the Committee on that 
date. He drew the Committee's attention to the new matters which had arisen since its last 
meeting on 13 May and in particular the liberation of the Kuneitra area in the Syrian Arab 
Republic. He asked the Committee whether a visit to this area should not be envisaged as 
well as to the countries already visited in April.

After having heard the Director-General, the Committee accepted this view and decided 
to make a visit.

On Wednesday, 14 August the Committee left for Beirut and on 15 August held conversations 
with the Director of Health Services, UNRWA. It then visited the refugee camp in NABATTIEH 
(in the Saida region) destroyed by military action in June 1974. On the same day it went 
by road by Damascus.

On Friday, 16 August the Committee visited the displaced persons' camp in ZAEZOUN, 
comprising since 1967 4000 persons coming from the Kuneitra area.

On the 17th the Committee was received by the Minister of Health of the Syrian Arab 
Republic and by the President of the Syrian Red Crescent. The Committee then visited KUNEITRA 
where it was received by the Governor. It continued its visit passing through the village 
of KHAN-ARNABE where the displaced populations were beginning to return.

The Committee then went to Amman where, on Monday, 19 August, it visited the UNRWA 
Headquarters and held conversations with the Director. It was then received by the Minister 
of Health of Jordan in the presence of the President of the Red Crescent Society.

On Tuesday, 20 August, the Committee left for Beirut and was received by the Minister of 
Public Health of the Lebanon.

On the 21st, the Committee left for Cairo and was received by the Minister of Public 
Health, who explained the health problems of the population in the occupied territories.
The whole of the following day was taken up with a visit to the Canal Zone, passing successively 
through ISMAILIA, where the Committee was received by the Governor, and ABDU-KHALIFA, a 
village inhabited by persons from Sinai. The Committee thereafter visited the temporarily 
disused hospital of the former Suez Canal Company and crossed to the East Bank of the Canal 
to KANTARA and to SARA-BIOM, where it visited the remains of the health centre.

On Wednesday, 23rd, the Committee left for Beirut where it held a meeting at the end of 
the afternoon. Noting that no reply had been received from Israel, the Committee decided 
to adjourn its work after having adopted this summary record.
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On 27 September 1974 the Government of Israel informed the Director-General by letter 
of the same date that:

"It was prepared to receive a Special Committee of experts of the World Health
Organization ........  provided that it is composed of experts who are nationals of
member states which maintain diplomatic relations with Israel".

The Members of the Committee having been consulted by the Director-General considered 
that the reply from Israel would not permit them to complete their work. The Committee then 
agreed upon the wording of the present summary record and instructed its Chairman to report 
on the situation to the next World Health Assembly.


