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1. UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - GENERAL MATTERS: Item 7.1.1 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA26.60； 

Document EB53/28 and Add.l) (continued from the sixteenth meeting, section 4) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the following draft resolution, which related 
to Part III of the Director-General's report (document EB53/28): 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with the 

United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
with respect to administrative, budgetary and financial matters； 

Having noted inter alia the policy questions relating to programme support costs, 
or overhead costs, raised in connexion with the progress report on the cost measurement 
system implemented in WHO and certain other organizations in the United Nations system； 

and 
Considering that the policies and principles governing the financing of the support 

costs necessary for the efficient and effective implementation of extrabudgetary 
programme activities have important implications for the Organization's regular programme 
and budget, 

RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly that it adopt the following 
resolution : 

"The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with the 

United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
with respect to administrative, budgetary and financial matters, and resolution 
EB53•R 4 • � 

Having considered the question of programme support costs, or overhead costs, 
of WHO programme activities financed from extrabudgetary sources； 

Recalling the opinions expressed on this subject in previous sessions of the 
Executive Board and in the World Health Assembly as reflected in resolutions 
EB23.R79, WHA12.31 and WHA24.52, 
1. BELIEVES that the full cost of the technical and administrative services and 
support necessary for the efficient and effective implementation by WHO of programmes 
financed from extrabudgetary funds should, in principle, be financed from such funds； 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to cooperate in the Administrative Committee on 
Coordination in the development of a system for the allocation of programme support 
or overhead costs of programmes financed from extrabudgetary funds, which could be 
uniformly applied to all extrabudgetary funded activities； and 
3. EXPRESSES its willingness to consider any future long-term proposals which 
the Economic and Social Council may make to the organizations in the United Nations 
system on the question of the allocation between regular budget funds and extra-
budgetary funds of programme support or overhead costs of activities financed from 
extrabudgetary funds." 

1 Decision : The resolution was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the following draft resolution, which related 
to Parts I and 11 of the Director-General's report : 

1 Resolution EB53.R47. 
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The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with other 

organizations : United Nations system, 
1. THANKS the Director-General for having provided information on the relevant 
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, together with 
suggestions or indications of further action of the Organization in providing appropriate 
responses to the requests of the United Nations； 

2. CONCURS with the suggestions and recommendations of the Director-General and 
requests him to take the various actions which he has outlined and to report further to 
the Board as appropriate； 

3. CONCURS with the initiative taken by the Director-General to develop a country health 
programming methodology as a means of strengthening national health planning efforts and 
of further improving WHO'S contribution to future UNDP country programming exercises ； 

4. WELCOMES the steps taken jointly with UNDP to ensure coordination of and cooperation 
in health activities with those of other organizations of the United Nations system at 
country level as part of the common effort aiming at achieving the goals of the Second 
United Nations Development Decade； 

5. REITERATES its appreciation to the United Nations Children's Fund for its valuable 
contribution to health and nutrition programmes； and 
6. WELCOMES the Director-General's intention to ensure continued provision of technical 
support to UNICEF in all matters within the competence of WHO. 

Decision : The resolution was adopted.1 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider a third draft resolution, which related to 
the Director-General's report on the least developed among the developing countries (document 
EB53/28 Add.l): 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on the least developed among 

the developing countries, 
1. TRANSMITS the report to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly； and 
2. RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

"The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on the least developed 

among the developing countries； 

Recalling resolution 2768 (XXVI) of the United Nations General Assembly 
approving the list of twenty-five least developed among the developing countries 
for which special measures are required to enable them to solve their specific 
socioeconomic problems； 

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 3174 (XXVIII)； 

Further considering that the financing of special health measures should be 
primarily from extrabudgetary funds, 
1. ENDORSES the views expressed in the report of the Director-General and the 
proposals for future action in favour of the least developed among the developing 
countries； and 

1 Resolution EB53.R57. 
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2. APPROVES the transformation of the Special Account for Newly Independent and 
Emerging States of the Vuluntary Fund for Health Promotion into a ‘Special Account 
for Assistance to the Least Developed among Developing Countries', to receive 
voluntary contributions for providing special assistance to the least developed 
among the developing countries•“ 

Decision： The resolution was adopted.^ 

Dr CHITIMBA expressed his appreciation of the Director-GeneralTs efforts to assist the 
least developed of the developing countries. The 25 countries concerned, which formed almost 
20% of WHO'S membership, called for a humanitarian approach and a modification of the 
Organization's usual mode of action. WHO staff members serving them must act not only in 
an advisory, but also in an executive and operational capacity. Thus they were partly 
answerable to the governments even though staff members were not normally permitted to take a 
government1 s instructions. Moreover, while WHO was primarily a technical agency, it must give 
the least developed countries not only staff, but also supplies, and sometimes even funds to 
run their programmes• He welcomed the Director-General's departure from WHO'S usual policy 
to help such countries to cope with their special problems. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL reassured Dr Chitimba; there was no intrinsic conflict between 
WHO'S technical role and its ability and willingness to provide supplies so that programmes 
could be executed. Although it had sometimes shown little flexibility, the Organization 
could fulfil both functions. 

2. ACTIVITIES OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION WITH REGARD TO ASSISTANCE TO LIBERATION 
MOVEMEMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA PURSUANT TO UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTION 2918 (XXVII) AND ECOSОС RESOLUTION 1804 (LV): Item 7.1.2 of the Agenda 
(Document EB53/29)2 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, drew attention to the report before the 
Board (document EB53/29). The item had been proposed by the Government of Sweden and its 
letter was annexed to the report. The document, prepared in response to the Swedish 
Government's specific request, described the measures taken by the Director—General consequent 
upon resolution EB49.R45 of the Executive Board. 

Part I of the document reviewed the preliminary action taken to provide health assistance 
to national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity (OAU), in 
consultation with the host governments concerned. Sections 2 and 4 indicated the series of 
steps taken to consult OAU, and through it, the movements and the host governments con-
cerned. The Board was informed in section 5 that official requests for assistance had been 
received from the Governments of Zambia and the United Republic of Tanzania in September and 
October 1973 respectively. A similar request had since been received from the Government of 
the Congo, and further requests were anticipated. The Board would note that the main 
categories of health assistance that had been requested were training, the provision of books, 
mobile service units, equipment and supplies for rehabilitation, hospitals and health centres, 
and financial support for the recruitment of high—level specialized personnel for the training 
programme. The objective was the provision of humanitarian assistance by meeting urgent 
health problems, including training. 

WHO would do its utmost within its regular budget to meet such requests, but there wetre 
practical limitations, as the Board knew. Accordingly, as could be seen in sections 5 and 6, 
the Administrator of UNDP and the Executive Director of UNICEF had been associated with and 
fully informed of all developments, and official requests for assistance had been transmitted 
to those organizations； WHO had also maintained contact with possible sources of bilateral 
assistance, because clearly it would be able to give more immediate and flexible help if 
donors channelled their assistance through WHO'S voluntary fund. 

1 Resolution EB53.R49. 
2 See Off, Rec, Wld Hlth Org,, 1974, No. 215, Annex 10. 
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The Board might wish to note that the actions taken by the Director-General pursuant to 
resolutions EB49.R45 and WHA24.51 provided the basis for the provision of humanitarian 
assistance as envisaged by the United Nations General Assembly and the Economic and Social 
Council. It might further wish to request him to continue his consultations with UNDP, 
UNICEF, and all other possible sources of voluntary support with a view to early implementation 
of the proposed programme. 

With regard to Part II of the document, which concerned the participation of representa-
tives of national liberation movements in meetings, the General Assembly in its resolution 
2980 (XXVII) had requested the specialized agencies, in consultation with OAU, to ensure 
the representation of the colonial territories in Africa by the national liberation movements 
concerned, in an appropriate capacity, when dealing with matters pertaining to those territories. 
In its resolution 1804 (LV), the Economic and Social Council had in turn invited the 
specialized agencies to make appropriate procedural arrangements immediately and, if necessary, 
amend their relevant instrument, so as to enable the representatives of the liberation move-
ments recognized by OAU to participate in all proceedings relating to their countries, to 
ensure that assistance projects of the agencies benefited the people of those territories. 

Those recommendations of the United Nations to the specialized agencies, to be considered 
under the terms of Article IV of the Agreement between the United Nations and WHO, were 
consequently being submitted to the Board for consideration. The question of the participation 
of national liberation movements in WHO meetings was clearly a constitutional matter, and must 
therefore be decided by the Health Assembly. The report contained an analysis of the 
Organization's past practice in according representative status beyond that expressly provided 
for in the Constitution, should the Board wish to make recommendations to the Health Assembly 
on the subject• 

Professor CHEN Hai-feng said that it was because of the imperialist policies of aggression 
and colonialism that the scourges of racial discrimination and apartheid existed in southern 
Africa. Only by driving out the imperialist forces and overthrowing the rule of colonialism 
could those scourges be eradicated. WHO should resolutely support the people's fight for 
national liberation in southern Africa and do its utmost to give moral and material support 
to their just struggle. Those countries that supported the racialist regimes in southern 
Africa politically and economically must be urged to sever all their links with those regimes. 
He was convinced that with the support of the people of the world the African people would 
cast off the yoke of imperialism, colonialism and neocolonialism and gain the victory of 
national liberation. 

Dr BANA congratulated the Director-General on the initiative he had shown in assisting 
the peoples in southern Africa living under the law of forcé. He was very happy with the 
efforts made so far. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Rapporteurs would prepare a draft resolution on the item for 
the Board's consideration. 

(For continuation, see section 11 below.) 

3. REPORT BY THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT： Item 7.1.3 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ53/30) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that by document ЕВ53/30 the Director-General was trans-
mitting to the Board a report received from the Joint Inspection Unit on its activities from 
July 1972 to June 1973. It had been the Unitfs practice since its inception in 1968 to submit 
an annual account of its activities for the information of the governing bodies of the partici-
pating organizations, the present report being the fifth in the series. 

Dr EHRLICH asked how much WHO had contributed to the support of the Joint Inspection Unit 
in the year covered by the report, inasmuch as it contained no information that, related to the 
Organization. 
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Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, said that WHO'S contribution to the support of the 
Unit was estimated in the 1974 budget at US$ 84 000; in the 1975 budget estimates it amounted 
to US$ 89 900. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that paragraph 52 on page 14 of the Joint Inspection Unit's 
report was of considerable interest, because it bore directly on some of the Board's 
discussions. The inspectors there expressed the view that a unified or integrated socio-
economic approach to development was in fact essentially non-existent. They noted that 
from the beginning the United Nations regional commissions had been almost entirely 
economically oriented. That orientation towards the economic as opposed to the social aspects 
of development was clear from a comparison of the funds spent on economic and on social 
activities by the commissions. The Unit's view was worth noting, because unless health 
ministries were aware of the tendency WHO would never obtain a larger share of the funds from 
UNDP or other bilateral and multilateral sources of assistance. 

The CHAIRMAN drew the Board*s attention to the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on its activities 

from July 1972 to June 1973, 

NOTES the report. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted.1 

4. ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION: Itero 7.1.4 of the Agenda 
(Document ЕВ53/31) 

Mr ARMSTRONG, Director, Division of Personnel and General Services, introducing 
document EB53/31, said that at the Board's fifty-first session the Director-General had 
reported the United Nations General Assembly1 s decision of principle, taken in autumn 1972, 
to establish an International Civil Service Commission to deal with staff salaries, 
allowances and personnel matters• The Board had welcomed that decision and recommended to 
the Health Assembly that it authorize the Director-General to participate in drafting the 
Commission1 s statute. A draft statute drawn up by the Administrative Committee on 
Coordination had then been submitted to the International Civil Service Advisory Board (ICSAB) 
and to the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ). The 
Advisory Committee had presented an interim report in December 1973, in which it referred to 
the General Assembly a question of principle regarding the composition and powers of the 
Commission. The General Assembly had deferred a decision on the matter for a year, and in 
the meantime had requested the Secretary-General to transmit the question to governments for 
comment. 

At the same time, the General Assembly had realized that it could not continue its 
embargo on a review of the staff salary and allowance system. It had therefore asked ICSAB 
to review the system and to report to it in autumn 1974, with the expectation that any 
decision would become effective on 1 January 1975. The Director-General welcomed the 
decision to ask ICSAB to review the salary and allowance system, because dislocations caused 
by the international monetary situation and inflation had resulted in many anomalies. The 
representatives of the WHO staff had also been concerned about the arrangements for salaries 
and allowances, and they too were looking forward to ICSAB's review. 

1 Resolution EB53.R50. 
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The CHAIRMAN drew the Board's attention to the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 
Having noted the decisions of the United Nations General Assembly to defer by one 

year the establishment of the International Civil Service Commission and to ask ICSAB, 
in the meantime, to undertake a study of the salaries of professional and higher 
categories of staff and allowances of the common system, 
1. WELCOMES the decision of the United Nations General Assembly requesting ICSAB 
to submit a report on salaries and allowances to be effective from 1 January 1975； 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report further on this matter to the fifty-fifth 
session of the Executive Board. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted.1 

5. MODE OF PRESENTATION OF THE DARLING FOUNDATION MEDAL AND PRIZE: Item 8 of the Agenda 
(Document ЕВ53/33) 

Dr BANA, Chairman of the Darling Foundation Committee, said that at a meeting on 
21 January 1974 the Committee had considered the recommendation of the WHO Expert Committee on 
Malaria at its 1973 session and had awarded the Darling Foundation Medal and Prize jointly to 
Dr I. A. McGregor and Dr A. P. Ray, who had made a significant contribution to the 
epidemiology, therapy and control of malaria in different parts of the world. 

The Darling Foundation Committee requested the Board to recommend to the President of 
the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly that the Medal and Prize be presented solemnly to 
Dr McGregor and Dr Ray during a plenary meeting of the Assembly. It suggested that if a 
recipient was unable to attend, the Medal and Prize should be presented to the head of his 
country1 s delegation, who would present it in turn to the recipient. In making that 
recommendation, the Committee wished to give to the presentation of the award the most solemn 
character before an audience of worldwide importance. 

If the Board agreed with the Committee1 s suggestions it might wish to adopt the following 
draft resolution : 

The Executive Board, 
Having been informed of the decision of the Darling Foundation Committee that the 

thirteenth award of the Darling Medal and Prize be made jointly to Dr I. A. McGregor and 
Dr A. P. Ray, 
1. CONCURS with the Committee that the award should be presented at a formal ceremony 
before an audience of worldwide importance； and therefore 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General to arrange for presentation of the Medals and Prize 
by the President of the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly during a plenary meeting 
of that Assembly； and 
3. AGREES with the suggestion of the Committee that, should a recipient be unable to 
attend the Assembly in person, the award would be presented to the head of the national 
delegation of the recipient's country, who would later present it to the recipient 
himself. 

2 Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

1 Resolution EB53.R51. 
2 Resolution EB53.R52. 
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Q. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 4.4 of the Agenda 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR4}ENERAL said that, in accordance with Rule 43 of the Rules of Procedure 
of the Health Assembly, the Board should be represented at the Twenty-seventh World Health 
Assembly by such person or persons serving on the Board as it might determine. The Board's 
practice in previous years had been to appoint its own Chairman and the Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Administration and Finance to represent it. 

Dr CHITIMBA wondered whether the Chairman of the Standing Committee would be in a position 
to represent the Board since, for reasons beyond his control, he had not been present for most 
of the second week of the Board's session. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Secretariat had discussed the point with 
Dr Henry, and he was prepared to represent the Board at the Health Assembly. 

Dr TAYLOR said that, while he shared Dr Chitimba1s feeling, Dr Henry had been present for 
the financial part of the Board's session on which he might be required to report• Dr Henry's 
predicament again emphasized the need for shorter sessions. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO recalled the difficulties encountered at the Board's fifty-second 
session, when it had been found that a representative to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly 
was no longer a member of the Board. She hoped that a similar problem would not arise again. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution : 

The Executive Board 
1. APPOINTS Dr N. Ramzi and Dr M. U. Henry to represent the Board at the Twenty-seventh 
World Health Assembly; and 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General to make suitable arrangements for the presentation of 
the Board's reports by its representatives at the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, 

Decision : The resolution was adopted.^ 

7. DATE AND PLACE OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD : Item 4.5 of the Agenda 
(Article 26 of the Constitution) 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, recalled that, under Article 26 of the Constitution, 
the Executive Board was required to meet twice yearly and to determine the place of each meeting. 
In deciding on the date and place of its fifty-fourth session, the Board would wish to take 
account of the fact that the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly would open in Geneva on 
Tuesday, 7 May 1974, and would probably complete its work on Friday, 24 May, or on Saturday, 
25 May. He accordingly suggested that the Board might wish to convene its fifty-fourth 
session on Monday, 27 May 1974, at WHO headquarters in Geneva• 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO was not clear as to whether it was usual for the Board to fix 
the duration of that session, or whether it customarily lasted for two days• She raised that 
point because the Board had, at its present session, taken a decision to include additional 
substantive items in the agenda of its following session. 

1 Resolution EB53.R53. 
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Mr FURTH said that the duration of the session of the Board was not formally set in 
advance and naturally depended on its agenda. The May session normally lasted one day and 
a half. 

Dr EHRLICH supported Professor Sulianti Saroso's view that the Board might need additional 
time to discuss the extra items before it. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Director-General would take note of those remarks. 

Professor KHOSHBEEN, Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 
consideration of the Board : 

The Executive Board 
DECIDES that its fifty-fourth session shall be convened on Monday, 27 May 1974, 

at the headquarters of the Organization, Geneva, Switzerland• 
i Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

8. APPOINTMENT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD TO CONSIDER, PRIOR TO THE 
TWENTY-SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY, THE REPORTS OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE ACCOUNTS 
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR THE YEAR 1973: Item 6.3 of the Agenda (Document EB53/22) 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, introduced the document relating to the appointment 
of the Ad Hoc Committee (document EB53/22). If the Board followed the same practice as in 
previous years, it might wish to adopt the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 
Considering the provisions of Financial Regulations 11.4 and 12.9 concerning the 

final accounts and the report of the External Auditor； and 
Considering that there will not be a session of the Executive Board between 

1 May 1974 and the date of the convening of the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, 
1. ESTABLISHES an Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board, consisting of： 

to meet on . . . May 1974, to act on behalf of the Board in carrying out the provisions 
of Financial Regulation 12.9; 
2. REQUESTS that the Ad Hoc Committee also consider the following subjects on behalf 
of the Board, as decided by resolutions of the Board : 

； and 
3. DECIDES that, in the event that any member of the Ad Hoc Committee should be unable 
to serve, the Chairman of the Board may appoint a substitute from among the Members of 
the Board. 

The resolution should be completed, in operative paragraph 1, by the addition of the names 
of the members of the Ad Hoc Committee. In the past that Committee had consisted of the 
Chairman of the Executive Board, the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and 
Finance and one other member of the Board, who - with a view to reducing expenditure to the 
minimum - was usually chosen from among those who might be expected to represent their country 
at the Health Assembly. The date of its meeting should also be added； the date of Monday, 
6 May, would conform to the practice of having that meeting the day before th© opening of the 

1 Resolution EB53.R57. 
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Health Assembly. Operative paragraph 2 would contain the items referred to the Ad Hoc 
Committee by the Board. In accordance with the decisions taken at the present session, he 
suggested that those itéms should be inserted as follows: 

(i) Transfers between sections of the Appropriation Resolution for 1973 (additional, 
if any) (resolution EB53.R9); and 
(ii) Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may 
invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution (resolutions EB53.R15, EB53.R16, 
EB53.R17, EB53.R18 Rev.l, EB53.R19, EB53.R20 and EB53.R21); 

Dr BANA proposed that the third member of the Ad Hoc Committee should be Dr Sauter, whose 
travel expenses would in any case be negligible. 

Dr SAUTER said that he did not know whether he would be on the delegation of Switzerland 
to the Health Assembly. In all events, travel expenses presented no problem. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO supported the inclusion of Dr Sauter in the Ad Hoc Committee. 

Decision: The resolution, with the additions suggested by Mr Furth and including in 
operative paragraph 1 the names of the Chairman of the Executive Board, the Chairman 
of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance and Dr Sauter, was adopted. 

9. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: 
Item 4.3 of the Agenda (Document EB53/l3 Rev.l) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, recalled that, in accordance with 
Rule 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, the Board was required to 
prepare the provisional agenda of each regular session of the Health Assembly after considera-
tion of proposals submitted by the Director-General. The Director-General had circulated 
such proposals to members just before the present session in document EB53/13. The document 
at present under consideration (document EB53/l3 Rev.l) took into account the resolutions 
which the Board had adopted. He drew attention to the new items thus added (with the 
subsequent renumbering of the remainder), namely, items 1.13 (Contract of the Director-
General) and 3.11 (Methods of work of the Executive Board). In addition, itera 3.15.2 
(Activities of the World Health Organization with regard to assistance to liberation movements 
in Southern Africa pursuant to the United Nations General Assembly resolution 2918 (XXVIII) 
and ECOSOC resolution 1804 (LV)) had been included in the provisional agenda at the request 
of the Swedish Government, 

It was the prerogative of the Board to approve the proposals of the Director-General, 
with any amendments it might wish to make. 

Dr CHEN Hai-feng said that he basically agreed with the provisional agenda proposed, and 
particularly with the inclusion of item 1.11.1 (Application for membership by the Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau). He warmly supported that application. The founding in October 1973 of the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau constituted a milestone in its struggle for freedom, and the Health 
Assembly should give its support to that newly independent Government. 

Dr EHRLICH recalled that it had been suggested, in the course of the discussions on the 
Organization^ proposed programme and budget estimates for 1975, that it would be appropriate 
to call the attention of th© Health Assembly to the admirable programme being carried out on 
onchocerciasis# The document on coordination with other organizations within the United 
Nations system (document EB53/28) referred, in paragraph 28.14, to the cooperation in that 

1 Resolution EB53.R55. 
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connexion on the part of seven countries and four organizations, and to the undertaking from 
IBRD to assist in marshalling the necessary funds (estimated at $ 120 million) to finance that 
large-scale undertaking. The Health Assembly should have the opportunity of reviewing in 
depth a long-term plan of that type； he wondered therefore whether a specific item in that 
regard should be included in the provisional agenda. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL believed that the Health Assembly could undertake a review of that 
type under the general heading of item 2.2 (Review and approval of the programme and budget 
estimates for 1975) in the same way as the Board had already decided it should consider health 
education. 

Dr EHRLICH said that that would be satisfactory. 

Dr KILGOUR, alternate to Professor Reid, welcomed the Director-Generalfs suggestion. 
He agreed with Dr Ehrlich that such an important item warranted a thorough discussion. 

He made it clear that his agreement with the provisional agenda was without prejudice to 
the attitude which a country he knew well might adopt towards item 1.11. 

Dr TAYLOR, Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution for the consideration of 
the Board : 

The Executive Board 
APPROVES the Director-General*s proposals for the provisional agenda of the 

Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly. 

Decision： The resolution was adopted.1 

10. APPLICATION OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR ADMISSION INTO OFFICIAL RELATIONS: 
Item 7.2.1 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ53/32)2 

Professor VON MANGER-KOENIG, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 
Organizations, introduced its report (document ЕВ53/32). He drew attention to the fact 
that the statement made in the Standing Committee by Dr Chen Hai-feng, expressing a 
reservation in respect of the International Union of Biological Sciences, had been included 
in the report at his request. 

The Standing Committee had recommended to the Executive Board the adoption of a draft 
resolution included in its report, relating to the establishment of official relations with 
the International Electrotechnical Commission, the International Union of Biological 
Sciences, and the World Federation for Medical Education. The application from the 
International College of Surgeons had been received too late for consideration, and the 
Standing Committee accordingly proposed that its request for official relations with the 
Organization should be considered at the fifty-fifth session of the Board. Reference was 
made in the report to the fact that the fifty-fifth session of the Board would also be making 
the triennial review of the nongovernmental organizations in official relations over the 
period 1972-1974. 

Dr CHEN Hai-feng reiterated the reservation he had expressed in the Standing Committee 
regarding the International Union of Biological Sciences which, by including among its 
membership representatives belonging to the Chiang Kai-shek clique, ran counter to the 
spirit of the resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly and the World Health 
Assembly in restoring its rights to the People's Republic of China. 

1 Resolution EB53.R56. 
2 See Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 1974, No. 215, Annex 9. 
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It was a fact that in some of the nongovernmental organizations in official relations 
with th© Organization there still remained bodies that were usurping th© name of China or 
adopting the name of Taiwan. That was an inadmissible situation and the Board should urge 
the World Health Assembly to expel all such bodies, which were part of the Chiang Kai-shek 
clique. Consequently, in connexion with the triennial review of the nongovernmental 
organizations in official relations which the Secretariat would be preparing for the fifty-
fifth session of the Board, he would request the Director-General to take into consideration 
(as one aspect of his report to the Standing Committee and the Board) the question of whether 
bodies under the control of the Chiang Kai-shek clique should not be expelled from official 
relations. 

Professor VANNUGLI asked for additional information on the statement in the report of 
the Standing Committee that the application submitted by the International College of Surgeons 
had been received too late to be communicated to members of the Board within the time-limit 
set in resolution EB8.R54. He was not sure that the provisions regarding the time-limit 
were entirely clear� for instance, whether the date of posting or the date of receipt of a 
communication was the governing factor. For his part, he had not received any documentation 
regarding that application. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the application of the International College 
of Surgeons had not been considered because it had been received at headquarters after the 
time-limit, Since that application had not been the only one to be received late, it would 
have been invidious to take it into account and to exclude others. 

Professor VON MANGER-KOENIG said that all members of the Standing Committee had received in 
time the applications submitted by the three organizations referred to in the draft resolution. 
As they had not received the application of the International College of Surgeons in sufficient 
time, they had been in general agreement that there was no longer an opportunity for obtaining 
further information on the application. The Standing Committee had accordingly deferred its 
consideration until the following year. 

Professor VANNUGLI understood that all members of the Executive Board, and not only of the 
Standing Committee, should have received the documentation. 

Dr EHRLICH said that he had received the information concerning all the applicants, 
including that concerning the International College of Surgeons. 

Dr SACKS (Programme Coordination) explained that the documentation prepared by the 
Secretariat was based on material received from the nongovernmental organizations seeking 
official relations with the Organization. That material should be sent to the members of the 
Executive Board three months before the applications were to be considered. In the case of 
the International College of Surgeons, the Secretariat had sent the documentation on 31 October 
1973 - it had not been possible to prepare it for circulation to members of the Board until 
that date. Consequently, in transmitting the information to the members of the Board, it had 
been indicated that any decision on the application would be subject to the Standing Committee 
agreeing to consider the request. 

He said that the Secretariat would look into the reasons why Professor Vannugli had not 
received tne documentation. The date on the documentation was the date on which it had been 
sent. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he believed that Dr Chen Hai-feng had given an instruction 
to the Director-General concerning the examination of the nongovernmental organizations and 
concerning action that should be taken if some of their members were from a certain part of 
the world. If Dr Chen's remarks were considered as an instruction to the Director-General, 
the Executive Board should make it clear what action the Director-General should take. As 
regards the role of the Executive Board in relation to the nongovernmental organizations, a 
distinction might have to be made between the admission of new organizations and the position 
of nongovernmental organizations already in official relations with the Organization, Any 
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member of the Board could make an objection to the admission of a new organization, whereas in 
regard to those already in official relations the Executive Board was guided by the criteria 
given to it by the Health Assembly. The Board also had the right to discontinue the relation-
ship of a particular organization. 

Dr EHRLICH said that the resolutions of the Health Assembly and the Executive Board 
concerning the criteria for admitting nongovernmental organizations to official relations 
appeared to have established certain principles concerning the objectives of the organization 
seeking admission but had not made any specific ruling on their membership, other than that 
there must be an international component. It would thus be a departure from the usual 
procedure if the Board were to consider the nature of the membership. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL asked whether Dr Chen would agree that the Board should discuss the 
question of the principles governing new admissions, and also its role concerning the discon-
tinuation of official relations of organizations already admitted. The Secretariat could 
prepare a short statement on those matters for the next session of the Board. 

Dr CHEN Hai-feng said he was requesting the Director-General to review the question of 
whether or not to expel those elements controlled by the Chiang Kai-shek clique from the 
organizations concerned as one aspect of the triennial review, and to report his findings to 
the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations and to the Executive Board in 1975. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he would provide information that might help the Board in 
its consideration of the question of expulsion. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Executive Board to consider the following draft resolution： 

The Executive Board, 
Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations, 

1. NOTES the report, 
2. DECIDES to establish official relations with the following organizations, on the basis 
of the criteria contained in the working principles governing the admission of non-
governmental organizations into official relations with WHO: 

International Electrotechnical Commission 
International Union of Biological Sciences 
World Federation for Medical Education 

Decision： The resolution was adopted.^ 

11. ACTIVITIES OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION WITH REGARD TO ASSISTANCE TO LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA PURSUANT TO UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTION 2918 (XXVII) AND ECOSOC RESOLUTION 1804 (LV): Item 7.1.2 of the Agenda 
(Document EB53/29) (resumed) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution prepared by the Rapporteurs, which 
read : 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General pursuant to resolutions EB49.R45 

and WHA24.51 on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and other institutions of the 
United Nations system; and 

1 Resolution EB53.R57. 
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Having also considered United Nations General Assembly resolutions 2918 and 2980 
(XXVII), Economic and Social Council resolution 1804 (LV), General Assembly resolution 
3118 (XXVIII) and other relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, 

RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly that it adopt the following 
resolution� 

"The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General pursuant to resolutions 

EB49.R45 and WHA24.51 on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and other 
institutions of the United Nations system; and 

Having also considered United Nations General Assembly resolution 2918 and 
resolution 2980 (XXVII), Economic and Social Council resolution 1804 (LV), General 
Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII) and other relevant resolutions adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, 
1. ENDORSES the steps taken by the Director-General, which it considers a con-
structive response to the requests in the resolutions referred to above； 

2. CONSIDERS that the fulfilment of the requests of the host governments for 
international assistance in the health field for the populations helped by the 
national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity 
constitutes humanitarian assistance as envisaged by the General Assembly and the 
Economic and Social Council； 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to pursue consultations with the United Nations 
Development Programme, UNICEF, and possible sources of voluntary support for the 
programmes that have been requested, with a view to their early implementation； 

4. DECIDES that representatives of African national liberation movements 
recognized by the Organization of African Unity shall be invited to participate as 
observers at sessions of the World Health Assembly in proceedings relating to their 
countries； 

5. RECOMMENDS to the regional committees concerned that similar arrangements should 
be made to permit such participation in meetings of those committees； and 
6. FURTHER DECIDES that the arrangements made under paragraphs 4 and 5 above may 
be applied as appropriate to other meetings convened by the Organization." 

Professor VON MANGER-KOENIG said he would support the humanitarian proposals of the draft 
resolution for the consideration of the Health Assembly, but thought that operative paragraphs 
4 and 5 involved legal questions# The Director-General*s report indicated that it was for 
the Health Assembly to take the decision on the participation of a new category of representative 
at the World Health Assembly； he wondered therefore whether the recommendation in the draft 
resolution was within the competence of the Executive Board• 

Professor VANNUGLI was in entire agreement with the substance of the resolution. It was 
clear, however, from the document before the meeting that the question had considerable legal 
and constitutional implications, which the Board had perhaps not been able to discuss as 
thoroughly as could have been wished # He feared that paragraphs 4 and 5 of the draft resolution 
might open the door to discussions at the Health Assembly of the type that the Organization 
had always tried to avoid. 

Mr GUTTERIDGE, Director, Legal Division, said that Professor von Manger-Koenig's question 
related to the decision-making power on constitutional questions, which was clearly reserved 
to the Health Assembly under Article 75 of the Constitution, Under Article 28(e) however, 
the Board had the power to make recommendations to the Health Assembly on its own initiative, 
and such recommendations could include constitutional issues. The Health Assembly was, of 
course, free to accept, reject or modify such recommendations as it wished# 
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Dr EHRLICH expressed concern at the same paragraphs as Professor von Manger-Koenig and 
Professor Vannugli. As there had been no discussion on the matter, he wondered on what basis 
the Board was making those recommendations to the Health Assembly, 
justification for the Board to make such recommendations. 

He thought there was no 

Dr KILGOUR, alternate to Professor Reid, shared the anxiety of the previous speakers. 
He thought there had not been sufficient discussion of the matter. 

Dr CHITIMBA agreed that there had been very little discussion although the Director-
General 's report (document EB53/28) was an invitation to the Board to discuss the matter. 
He proposed that the first word in operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution should be 
changed from "DECIDES" to "RECOMMENDS". 

Professor VANNUGLI proposed that the Board adopt a resolution simply recommending that 
the Health Assembly should consider the matter. That could be achieved by retaining, after 
the first preamble, only the first three numbered operative paragraphs (changing the first 
word of paragraph 3 to "RECOMMENDS") and in paragraph 4 proposing that the Health Assembly 
should consider the matter. Operative paragraphs 5 and 6 should be deleted. 

Dr AMMUNDSEN, Professor VON MANGER-KOENIG, and Dr JATIVA ORTIZ (alternate to 
Dr Maldonado Mejia) supported Professor Vannugli's proposals. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, summarizing the proposed changes, said that the first two preambular 
paragraphs would be retained and would be immediately followed by operative paragraphs 1, 2, 
and 3• Operative paragraph 4 would then be amended to read as follows: 

REQUESTS the Health Assembly to consider whether representatives of the African national 
liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity shall be invited to 
participate as observers at sessions of the World Health Assembly in proceedings relating 
to their countries； and whether the regional committees concerned should make similar 
arrangements to permit such participation in meetings of those committees as well as in 
other meetings convened by the Organization. 

Dr DIBA, alternate to Professor Pouyan, asked if the amended draft resolution could be 
circulated in writing. 

Professor VANNUGLI was anxious that the Board should not prepare a draft resolution for 
adoption by the Health Assembly without having thoroughly considered the matter itself. 
Operative paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of the draft resolution corresponded to the discussion that 
had taken place that afternoon； the other paragraphs did not. Moreover paragraphs 5 and 6 
ought to be dependent on the discussion at the Health Assembly, 

Dr AMMENDSEN said that it would be better if the Executive Board resolution simply 
recommended the Health Assembly to consider the matter. 

Dr TAYLOR, Rapporteur, said that the existing draft resolution could easily be modified 
in the way Professor Vannugli had suggested. Operative paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 should be 
retained as they stood and the beginning of operative paragraph 4 should be amended to read : 

REQUESTS the World Health Assembly to consider whether representatives of the African 
national liberation movements . • • • 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out an amended draft resolution as follows: 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General pursuant to resolutions 

EB49.R45 and WHA24.51 on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and other 
institutions of the United Nations system; and 

Having also considered United Nations General Assembly resolutions 2918 and 2980 
(XXVII), Economic and Social Council resolution 1804 (LV), General Assembly resolution 
3118 (XXVIII) and other relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, 
1. ENDORSES the steps taken by the Director-General, which it considers a constructive 
response to the requests in the resolutions referred to above； 

2. CONSIDERS that the fulfilment of the requests of the host governments for inter-
national assistance in the health field for the populations helped by the national 
liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity constitute humani-
tarian assistance as envisaged by the General Assembly and the Economic and Social 
Council； 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to pursue consultations with the United Nations 
Development Programme, UNICEF, and possible sources of voluntary support for the 
programmes that have been requested, with a view to their early implementation； 

4. RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly that it consider the represen-
tation of African national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African 
Unity in an appropriate capacity in meetings of the World Health Organization in pro-
ceedings relating to their countries. 

1 Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m. 

1 Resolution EB53.R58. 
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1. UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - GENERAL MATTERS: Item 7.1.1 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA26.60； 

Document EB53/28 and Add.l) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the following draft resolution, which related 
to Part III of the Director-General‘s report (document EB53/28): 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with the 

United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
with respect to administrative, budgetary and financial matters； 

Having noted inter alia the policy questions relating to programme support costs, 
or overhead costs, raised in connexion with the progress report on the cost measurement 
system implemented in WHO and certain other organizations in the United Nations system； 

and 
Considering that the policies and principles governing the financing of the support 

costs necessary for the efficient and effective implementation of extrabudgetary 
programme activities have important implications for the Organization's regular programme 
and budget, 

RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly that it adopt the following 
resolution : 

"The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with the 

United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
with respect to administrative, budgetary and financial matters, and resolution 
EB53 • R 'j 

Having considered the question of programme support costs, or overhead costs, 
of WHO programme activities financed from extrabudgetary sources； 

Recalling the opinions expressed on this subject in previous sessions of the 
Executive Board and in the World Health Assembly as reflected in resolutions 
EB23.R79, WHA12.31 and WHA24.52, 
1. BELIEVES that the full cost of the technical and administrative services and 
support necessary for the efficient and effective implementation by WHO of programmes 
financed from extrabudgetary funds should, in principle, be financed from such funds； 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to cooperate in the Administrative Committee on 
Coordination in the development of a system for the allocation of programme support 
or overhead costs of programmes financed from extrabudgetary funds, which could be 
uniformly applied to all extrabudgetary funded activities； and 
3. EXPRESSES its willingness to consider any future long-term proposals which 
the Economic and Social Council may make to the organizations in the United Nations 
system on the question of the allocation between regular budget funds and extra-
budgetary funds of programme support or overhead costs of activities financed from 
extrabudgetary funds.,’ 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the following draft resolution, which related 
to Parts I and 11 of the Director-General‘s report: 
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The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on coordination with other 

organizations : United Nations system, 
1. THANKS the Director-General for having provided information on the relevant 
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, together with 
suggestions or indications of further action of the Organization in providing appropriate 
responses to the requests of the United Nations； 

2. CONCURS with the suggestions and recommendations of the Director-General and 
requests him to take the various actions which he has outlined and to report further to 
the Board as appropriate； 

3. CONCURS with the initiative taken by the Director-General to develop a country health 
programming methodology as a means of strengthening national health planning efforts and 
of further improving WHO'S contribution to future UNDP country programming exercises ； 

4. WELCOMES the steps taken jointly with UNDP to ensure coordination of and cooperation 
in health activities with those of other organizations of the United Nations system at 
country level as part of the common effort aiming at achieving the goals of the Second 
United Nations Development Decade； 

5. REITERATES its appreciation to the United Nations Children's Fund for its valuable 
contribution to health and nutrition programmes； and 
6. WELCOMES the Director-General's intention to ensure continued provision of technical 
support to UNICEF in all matters within the competence of WHO. 

Decision : The resolution was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider a third draft resolution, which related to 
the Director-General's report on the least developed among the developing countries (document 
EB53/28 Add.l): 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on the least developed among 

the developing countries, 
1. TRANSMITS the report to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly; and 
2. RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

"The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on the least developed 

among the developing countries； 

Recalling resolution 2768 (XXVI) of the United Nations General Assembly 
approving the list of twenty-five least developed among the developing countries 
for which special measures are required to enable them to solve their specific 
socioeconomic problems； 

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 3174 (XXVIII); 
Further considering that the financing of special health measures should be 

primarily from extrabudgetary funds, 
1. ENDORSES the views expressed in the report of the Director-General and the 
proposals for future action in favour of the least developed among the developing 
countries； and 
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2. APPROVES the transformation of the Special Account for Newly Independent and 
Emerging States of the Vuluntary Fund for Health Promotion into a "Special Account 
for Assistance to the Least Developed among Developing Countries", to receive 
voluntary contributions for providing special assistance to the least developed 
among the developing countries 

Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

Dr CHITIMBA expressed his appreciation of the Director-Generalfs efforts to assist the 
least developed of the developing countries. The 25 countries concerned, which formed almost 
20% of WHO'S membership, called for a humanitarian approach and a modification of the 
Organization's usual mode of action. WHO staff members serving them must act not only in 
an advisory, but also in an executive and operational capacity. Thus they were partly 
answerable to the governments even though staff members were not normally permitted to take a 
government1 s instructions• Moreover, while WHO was primarily a technical agency, it must give 
the least developed countries not only staff, but also supplies, and sometimes even funds to 
run their programmes. He welcomed the Director-General's departure from WHOf s usual policy 
to help such countries to cope with their special problems. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL reassured Dr Chitimba; there was no intrinsic conflict between 
WHO'S technical role and its ability and willingness to provide supplies so that programmes 
could be executed. Although it had sometimes shown little flexibility, the Organization 
could fui fil both functions. 

2. ACTIVITIES OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION WITH REGARD TO ASSISTANCE TO LIBERATION 
MOVEMEMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA PURSUANT TO THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTION 2918 (XXVII) AND ECOSOC RESOLUTION 1804 (LV): Item 7.1.2 of the Agenda 
(Document EB53/29) 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, drew attention to the report before the 
Board (document EB53/29). The item had been proposed by the Government of Sweden and its 
letter was annexed to the report. The document, prepared in response to the Swedish 
Government's specific request, described the measures taken by the Director—General consequent 
upon resolution EB49.R45 of the Executive Board. 

Part I of the document reviewed the preliminary action taken to provide health assistance 
to national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity (OAU), in 
consultation with the host governments concerned. Sections 2 and 4 indicated the series of 
steps taken to consult the OAU, and through it, the movements and the host governments con-
cerned. The Board was informed in section 5 that official requests for assistance had been 
received from the Governments of Zambia and the United Republic of Tanzania in September and 
October 1973 respectively. A similar request had since been received from the Government of 
the Congo, and further requests were anticipated. The Board would note that the main 
categories of health assistance that had been requested were training, the provision of books, 
mobile service units, equipment and supplies for rehabilitation, hospitals and health centres, 
and financial support for the recruitment of high-level specialized personnel for the training 
programme. The objective was to the provision of humanitarian assistance by meeting urgent 
health problems, including training. 

WHO would do its utmost within its regular budget to meet such requests, but there we!re 
practical limitations, as the Board knew. Accordingly, as could be seen in sections 5 and 6, 
the Administrator of UNDP and the Executive Director of UNICEF had been associated with and 
fully informed of all developments, and official requests for assistance had been transmitted 
to those organizations； WHO had also maintained contact with possible sources of bilateral 
assistance, because clearly it would be able to give more immediate and flexible help if 
donors channelled their assistance through WHO'S voluntary fund. 
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The Board might wish to note that the actions taken by the Director-General pursuant to 
resolutions EB49.R45 and WHA24.51 provided the basis for the provision of humanitarian 
assistance as envisaged by the United Nations General Assembly and the Economic and Social 
Council. It might further wish to request him to continue his consultations with UNDP, 
UNICEF, and all other possible sources of voluntary support with a view to early implementation 
of the proposed programme. 

With regard to Part II of the document, which concerned the participation of representa-
tives of national liberation movements in meetings, the General Assembly in its resolution 
2980 (XXVII) had requested the specialized agencies, in consultation with the OAU, to ensure 
the representation of the colonial territories in Africa by the national liberation movements 
concerned, in an appropriate capacity, when dealing with matters pertaining to those territories. 
In its resolution 1804 (LV), the Economic and Social Council had in turn invited the 
specialized agencies to make appropriate procedural arrangements immediately and, if necessary, 
amend their relevant instrument, so as to enable the representatives of the liberation move-
ments recognized by the OAU to participate in all proceedings relating to their countries, to 
ensure that assistance projects of the agencies benefited the people of those territories• 

Those recommendations of the United Nations to the specialized agencies, to be considered 
under the terms of Article IV of the Agreement between the United Nations and WHO, were 
consequently being submitted to the Board for consideration. The question of the participation 
of national liberation movements in WHO meetings was clearly a constitutional matter, and must 
therefore be decided by the Health Assembly. The report contained an analysis of the 
Organization's past practice in according representative status beyond that expressly provided 
for in the Constitution, should the Board wish to make recommendations to the Health Assembly 
on the subject. 

Professor CHEN HAI-FENG said that it was because of the imperialist policies of aggression 
and colonialism that the scourges of racial discrimination and apartheid existed in southern 
Africa. Only by driving out the imperialist forces and overthrowing the rule of colonialism 
could those scourges be eradicated. WHO should resolutely support the people's fight for 
national liberation in southern Africa and do its utmost to give moral and material support 
to their just struggle. Those countries that supported the racialist regimes in southern 
Africa politically and economically must be urged to sever all their links with those regimes. 
He was convinced that with the support of the people of the world the African people would 
cast off the yoke of imperialism, colonialism and neocolonialism and gain the victory of 
national liberation. 

Dr BANA congratulated the Director-General on the initiative he had shown in assisting 
the peoples in southern Africa living under the law of force. He was very happy with the 
efforts made so far. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Rapporteurs would prepare a draft resolution on the item for 
the Board's consideration. 

3. REPORT BY THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT： Item 7.1.3 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ53/30) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that by document ЕВ53/30 the Director-General was trans-
mitting to the Board a report received from the Joint Inspection Unit on its activities from 
July 1972 to June 1973. It had been the Unit's practice since its inception in 1968 to submit 
an annual account of its activities for the information of the governing bodies of the partici-
pating organizations, the present report being the fifth in the series. 

Dr EHRLICH asked how much WHO had contributed to the support of the Joint Inspection Unit 
in the year covered by the report, inasmuch as it contained no information that related to the 
Organization. 
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Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, said that WHO'S contribution to the support of the 
Unit was estimated in the 1974 budget at US$ 84 000; in the 1975 budget estimates it amounted 
to US$ 89 900. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that paragraph 52 on page 14 of the Joint Inspection Unit's 
report was of considerable interest, because it bore directly on some of the Board1 s 
discussions. The inspectors there expressed the view that a unified or integrated socio-
economic approach to development was in fact essentially non-existent. They noted that 
from the beginning the United Nations regional commissions had been almost entirely 
economically oriented. That orientation towards the economic as opposed to the social aspects 
of development was clear from a comparison of the funds spent on economic and on social 
activities by the commissions. The Unitf s view was worth noting, because unless health 
ministries were aware of the tendency WHO would never obtain a larger share of the funds from 
UNDP or other bilateral and multilateral sources of assistance. 

The CHAIRMAN drew the Board1 s attention to the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on its activities 

from July 1972 to June 1973, 
NOTES the report. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

4. ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION: Item 7.1.4 of the Agenda 
(Document EB53/31) 

Mr ARMSTRONG, Director, Division of Personnel and General Services, introducing 
document ЕВ53/31, said that at the Board's fifty-first session the Director-General had 
reported the United Nations General Assembly1 s decision of principle, taken in autumn 1972, 
to establish an International Civil Service Commission to deal with staff salaries, 
allowances and personnel matters. The Board had welcomed that decision and recommended to 
the Health Assembly that it authorize the Director-General to participate in drafting the 
Commission1 s statute. A draft statute drawn up by the Administrative Committee on 
Coordination had then been submitted to the International Civil Service Advisory Board (ICSAB) 
and to the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ), The 
Advisory Committee had presented an interim report in December 1973, in which it referred to 
the General Assembly a question of principle regarding the compos ition and powers of the 
Commission. The General Assembly had deferred a decision on the matter for a year, and in 
the meantime had requested the Secretary-General to transmit the question to governments for 
comment. 

At the same time, the General Assembly had realized that it could not continue its 
embargo on a review of the staff salary and allowance system. It had therefore asked ICSAB 
to review the system and to report to it in autumn 1974, with the expectation that any 
decision would become effective on 1 January 1975. The Director-General welcomed the 
decision to ask ICSAB to review the salary and allowance system, because dislocations caused 
by the international monetary situation and inflation had resulted in many anomalies. The 
representatives of the WHO staff had also been concerned about the arrangements for salaries 
and allowances, and they too were looking forward to ICSAB's review. 
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The CHAIRMAN drew the Board's attention to the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 
Having noted the decisions of the United Nations General Assembly to defer by one 

year the establishment of the International Civil Service Commission and to ask ICSAB, 
in the meantime, to undertake a study of the salaries of professional and higher 
categories of staff and allowances of the common system, 
1. WELCOMES the decision of the United Nations General Assembly requesting ICSAB 
to submit a report on salaries and allowances to be effective from 1 January 1975 ； 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report further on this matter to the fifty-fifth 
session of the Executive Board. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

5. MODE OF PRESENTATION OF THE DARLING FOUNDATION MEDAL AND PRIZE: Item 8 of the Agenda 
(Document ЕВ53/33) 

Dr BANA, Chairman of the Darling Foundation Committee, said that at a meeting on 
21 January 1974 the Committee had considered the recommendation of the WHO Expert Committee on 
Malaria at its 1973 session and had awarded the Darling Foundation Medal and Prize jointly to 
Dr I. A. McGregor and Dr A. P. Ray, who had made a significant contribution to the 
epidemiology, therapy and control of malaria in different parts of the world. 

The Darling Foundation Committee requested the Board to recommend to the President of 
the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly that the Medal and Prize be presented solemnly to 
Dr McGregor and Dr Ray during a plenary meeting of the Assembly, It suggested that if a 
recipient was unable to attend, the Medal and Prize should be presented to the head of his 
country1 s delegation, who would present it in turn to the recipient. In making that 
recommendation, the Committee wished to give to the presentation of the award the most solemn 
character before an audience of worldwide importance. 

If the Board agreed with the Committee1 s suggestions it might wish to adopt the following 
draft resolution : 

The Executive Board, 
Having been informed of the decision of the Darling Foundation Committee that the 

thirteenth award of the Darling Medal and Prize be made jointly to Dr I. A. McGregor and 
Dr A. P. Ray, 
1. CONCURS with the Committee that the award should be presented at a formal ceremony 
before an audience of worldwide importance； and therefore 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General to arrange for presentation of the Medals and Prize 
by the President of the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly during a plenary meeting 
of that Assembly； and 
3. AGREES with the suggestion of the Committee that, should a recipient be unable to 
attend the Assembly in person, the award would be presented to the head of the national 
delegation of the recipient's country, who would later present it to the recipient 
himself. 

Decision : The resolution was adopted. 
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6. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 4.4 of the Agenda 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that, in accordance with Rule 43 of the Rules of Procedure 
of the Health Assembly, the Board should be represented at the Twenty-seventh World Health 
Assembly by such person or persons serving on the Board as it might determine• The Board's 
practice in previous years had been to appoint its own Chairman and the Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Administration and Finance to represent it. 

Dr CHITIMBA wondered whether the Chairman of the Standing Committee would be in a position 
to represent the Board since, for reasons beyond his control, he had not been present for most 
of the second week of the Board's session. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Secretariat had discussed the point with 
Dr Henry, and he was prepared to represent the Board at the Health Assembly• 

Dr TAYLOR said that, while he shared Dr Chitimba1 s feeling, Dr Henry had been present for 
the financial part of the Board's session on which he might be required to report. Dr Henry's 
predicament again emphasized the need for shorter sessions. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO recalled the difficulties encountered at the Board's fifty-second 
session, when it had been found that a representative to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly 
was no longer a member of the Board. She hoped that a similar problem would not arise again. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution : 

The Executive Board 
1, APPOINTS Dr N. Ramzi and Dr M. U. Henry to represent the Board at the Twenty-seventh 
World Health Assembly; and 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General to make suitable arrangements for the presentation of 
the Board's reports by its representatives at the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

7. DATE AND PLACE OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD : Item 4.5 of the Agenda 
(Article 26 of the Constitution) 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, recalled that, under Article 26 of the Constitution, 
the Executive Board was required to meet twice yearly and to determine the place of each meeting 
In deciding on the date and place of its fifty-fourth session, the Board would wish to take 
account of the fact that the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly would open in Geneva on 
ruesday, 7 May 1974, and would probably complete its work on Friday, 24 May, or on Saturday, 
25 May. He accordingly suggested that the Board might wish to convene its fifty-fourth 
session on Monday, 27 May 1974, at WHO headquarters in Geneva. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO was not clear as to whether it was usual for the Board to fix 
the duration of that session, or whether it customarily lasted for two days. She raised that 
Doint because the Board had, at its present session, taken a decision to include additional 
substantive items in the agenda of its following session. 
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Mr FURTH said that the duration of the session of the Board was not formally set in 
advance and naturally depended on its agenda. The May session normally lasted one day and 
a half. 

Dr EHRLICH supported Professor Sulianti's view that the Board might need additional time 
to discuss the extra items before it. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Director-General would take note of those remarks• 

Professor KHOSHBEEN, Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 
consideration of the Board : 

The Executive Board 
DECIDES that its fifty-fourth session shall be convened on Monday, 27 May 1974, 

at the headquarters of the Organization, Geneva, Switzerland. 

8. APPOINTMENT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD TO CONSIDER, PRIOR TO THE 
TWENTY-SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY, THE REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE ACCOUNTS 
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR THE YEAR 1973： Item 6.3 of the Agenda (Document EB53/22) 

Mr FURTH, Assistant Director-General, introduced the document relating to the appointment 
of the Ad Hoc Committee (document EB53/22). If the Board followed the same practice as in 
previous years, it might wish to adopt the draft resolution contained in paragraph 4 of the 
document, which should be completed, in operative paragraph 1, by the names of the members of 
the Ad Hoc Committee. In the past that Committee had consisted of the Chairman of the 
Executive Board, the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance and one 
other member of the Board, who - with a view to reducing expenditure to the minimum - was 
usually chosen from among those who might be expected to represent their country at the 
Health Assembly. The date of its meeting should also be added； the date of Monday, 6 May, 
would conform to the practice of having that meeting the day before the opening of the Health 
Assembly. Operative paragraph 2 would contain the items referred to the Ad Hoc Committee 
by the Board• In accordance with the decisions taken at the present session, he suggested 
that the words between parentheses in operative paragraph 2 should be replaced by the words : 

M(i) Transfers between sections of the Appropriation Resolution for 1973 (additional, 
if any) (resolution EB53.R9); and 

(ii) Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may 
invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution (resolutions EB53.R15, EB53.R16, 
EB53.R17, EB53.R18 Rev.l, EB53.R19, EB53.R20 and EB53.R21);M 

Dr BANA proposed that the third member of the Ad Hoc Committee should be Dr Sauter, whose 
travel expenses would in any case be negligible• 

Dr SAUTER said that he did not know whether he would be on the delegation of Switzerland 
to the Health Assembly. In all events, travel expenses presented no problem. 

Professor SULIANTI SAROSO supported the inclusion of Dr Sauter in the Ad Hoc Committee. 

Decision : The draft resolution, with the additions suggested by Mr Furth and including 
the names of the Chairman of the Executive Board, the Chairman of the Standing Committee 
on Administration and Finance and Dr Sauter, was approved• 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: 
Item 4.3 of the Agenda (Document EB53/l3 Rev.l) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, recalled that, in accordance with 
Rule 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, the Board was required to 
prepare the provisional agenda of each regular session of the Health Assembly after considera-
tion of proposals submitted by the Director-General# Th© Director-General had circulated 
such proposals to members just before the present session in document EB53/l3 e Th© document 
at present under consideration (document EB53/l3 Rev.1) took into account the resolutions 
which the Board had adopted. He drew attention "to "th© new items thus added (with the 
subsequent renumbering of the remainder), namely, items 1.13 (Contract of the Director-
General) and 3.11 (Methods of work of the Executive Board). In addition, item 3.15.2 
(Activities of the World Health Organization with regard to assistance to liberation movements 
in Southern Africa pursuant to the United Nations General Assembly resolution 2918 (XXVIII) 
and ECOSОС resolution 1804 (LV)) had been included in the provisional agenda at the request 
of the Swedish Government. 

It was the prerogative of th© Board to approve the proposals of the Director-General, 
with any amendments it might wish to make. 

Dr CHEN HAI-FENG said that he basically agreed with the provisional agenda proposed, and 
particularly with the inclusion of item 1.11.1 (Application for membership by the Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau). He warmly supported that application. The founding in October 1973 of the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau constituted a milestone in its struggle for freedom, and the Health 
Assembly should give its support to that newly independent Government. 

Dr EHRLICH recalled that it had been suggested, in the course of the discussions on the 
Organization^ proposed programme and budget estimates for 1975, that it would be appropriate 
to call the attention of th© Health Assembly to the admirable programme being carried out on 
onchocerciasis. The document on coordination with other organizations within the United 
Nations system (document EB53/28) referred, in paragraph 28.14, to the cooperation in that 
connexion on the part of seven countries and four organizations, and to the undertaking from 
IBRD to assist in marshalling the necessary funds (estimated at $ 120 million) to finance that 
large-scale undertaking. The Health Assembly should have the opportunity of reviewing in 
depth a long-term plan of that type； he wondered therefore whether a specific item in that 
regard should be included in the provisional agenda. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL believed that th© Health Assembly could undertake a review of that 
type under the general heading of item 2.2 (Review and approval of the programme and budget 
estimates for 1975) in the same way as the Board had already decided it should consider health 
education. 

Dr EHRLICH said that that would be satisfactory. 

Dr KILGOUR, alternate to Professor Reid, welcomed the Director-General? s suggestion. 
He agreed with Dr Ehrlich that such an important item warranted a thorough discussion. 

He made it clear that his agreement with the provisional agenda was without prejudice to 
the attitude which a country he knew well might adopt towards item 1.11. 

Dr TAYLOR, Rapporteur, read out th© following draft resolution for the consideration of 
the Board : 
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The Executive Board 
APPROVES the Director-General•s proposals for the provisional agenda of the 

Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly. 

10. APPLICATION OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR ADMISSION INTO OFFICIAL RELATIONS: 
Item 7.2.1 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ53/32) 

Professor von MANGER-KOENIG, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 
Organizations, introduced its report (document ЕВ53/32). He drew attention to the fact 
that the statement made in the Standing Committee by Dr Chen Hai-feng, expressing a 
reservation in respect of the International Union of Biological Sciences, had been included 
in the report at his request. 

The Standing Committee had recommended to the Executive Board th© adoption of a draft 
resolution included in its report, relating to the establishment of official relations with 
the International Electrotechnical Commission, the International Union of Biological Sciences, 
and the World Federation for Medical Education. The application received from the 
International College of Surgeons had been received too late for consideration, and the 
Standing Committee accordingly proposed that its request for official relations with the 
Organization should be considered at the fifty-fifth session of the Board. Reference was 
made in the report to the fact that the fifty-fifth session of the Board would also be making 
the triennial review of the nongovernmental organizations in official relations over the 
period 1972-1974. 

Dr CHEN HAI-FENG reiterated the reservation he had expressed in the Standing Committee 
regarding th© International Union of Biological Sciences which, by including among its 
membership representatives belonging to the Chiang Kai-shek clique, ran counter to the 
spirit of the resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly and the World Health 
Assembly in admitting the People's Republic of China to membership. 

It was a fact that in some of the nongovernmental organizations in official relations 
with the Organization there still remained bodies that were usurping the name of China or 
adopting the name of Taiwan. That was an inadmissible situation and the Board should urge 
the World Health Assembly to expel all such bodies, which were part of the Chiang Kai-shek 
clique. Consequently, in connexion with the triennial review of the nongovernmental 
organizations in official relations which the Secretariat would be preparing for the fifty-
fifth session of the Board, he would request the Director-General to take into consideration 
(as one aspect of his report to the Standing Committee and the Board) the question of whether 
bodies under the control of the Chiang Kai-shek clique should not be expelled from official 
relations. 

Professor VANNUGLI asked for additional information on the statement in the report of 
the Standing Committee that the application submitted by the International College of Surgeons 
had been received too late to be communicated to members of the Board within the time-limit 
set in resolution EB8.R54. He was not sure that the provisions regarding the time-limit 
were entirely clear� for instance, whether the date of posting or the date of receipt of a 
communication was the governing factor. For his part, he had not received any documentation 
regarding that application. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the application of the International College 
of Surgeons had not been considered because it had been received at headquarters after the 
time-limit, Since that application had not been the only one to be received late, it would 
have been invidious to take it into account and to exclude others. 
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Professor von MANGER-KOENIG said that all members of the Standing Committee had received in 
time the applications submitted by the three organizations referred to in the draft resolution. 
As they had not received the application of the International College of Surgeons in sufficient 
time, they had been in general agreement that there was no longer an opportunity for obtaining 
further information on the application. The Standing Committee had accordingly deferred its 
consideration until the following year. 

Professor VANNUGLI understood that all members of the Executive Board, and not only of the 
Standing Committee, should have received the documentation. 

Dr EHRLICH said that he had received the information concerning all the applicants, 
including that concerning the International College of Surgeons. 

Dr SACKS (Programme Coordination) explained that the documentation prepared by the 
Secretariat was based on material received from the nongovernmental organizations seeking 
official relations with the Organization. That material should be sent to the members of the 
Executive Board three months before the applications were to be considered. In the case of 
the International College of Surgeons, the Secretariat had sent the documentation on 31 October 
1973 - it could not be prepared for circulation to members of the Board until that date. 
Consequently, in transmitting the information to the members of the Board, it had been indicated 
that any decision on the application would be subject to the Standing Committee agreeing to 
consider the request. 

He said that the Secretariat would look into the reasons why Professor Vannugli had not 
received tne documentation. The date on the documentation was the date on which it had been 
sent. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he believed that Dr Chen Hai-feng had given an instruction 
to the Director-General concerning the examination of the nongovernmental organizations and 
concerning action that should be taken if some of their members were from a certain part of 
the world. If Dr Chen's remarks were considered as an instruction to the Director-General, 
the Executive Board should make it clear what action the Director-General should take. As 
regards the role of the Executive Board in relation to the nongovernmental organizations, a 
distinction might have to be made between the admission of new organizations and the position 
of nongovernmental organizations already in official relations with the Organization. Any 
member of the Board could make an objection to the admission of a new organization, whereas in 
regard to those already in official relations the Executive Board was guided by the criteria 
given to it by the Health Assembly. The Board also had the right to discontinue the relation-
ship of a particular organization. 

Dr EHRLICH said that the resolutions of the Health Assembly and the Executive Board 
concerning the criteria for admitting nongovernmental organizations to official relations 
appeared to have established certain principles concerning the objectives of the organization 
seeking admission but had not made any specific ruling on their membership, other than that 
there must be an international component. It would thus be a departure from the usual 
procedure if the Board were to consider the nature of the membership. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL asked whether Dr Chen would agree that the Board should discuss the 
question of the principles governing new admissions,, and also its role concerning the discon-
tinuation of official relations of organizations already admitted. The Secretariat could 
prepare a short statement on those matters for the next session of the Board. 

Dr CHEN HAI-FENG said he was requesting the Director-General to review the question of 
whether or not to expel those elements controlled by the Chiang Kai-shek clique from the 
organizations concerned as one aspect of the triennial review, and to report his findings to 
the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations and to the Executive Board in 1975. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he would provide information that might help the Board in 
its consideration of the question of expulsion. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Executive Board to consider the following draft resolution： 

The Executive Board, 
Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations, 

1. NOTES the report, 
2. DECIDES to establish official relations with the following organizations, on the basis 
of the criteria contained in the working principles governing the admission of non-
governmental organizations into official relations with WHO: 

International Electrotechnical Commission 
International Union of Biological Sciences 
World Federation for Medical Education 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

11. ACTIVITIES OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION WITH REGARD TO ASSISTANCE TO LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA PURSUANT TO THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTION 2918 (XXVII) AND ECOSOC RESOLUTION 1804 (LV): Item 7.1.2 of the Agenda 
(Document EB53/29) (resumed) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution prepared by the Rapporteurs, which 
read : 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General pursuant to resolutions EB49.R45 

and WHA24.51 on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and other institutions of the 
United Nations system； and 

Having also considered United Nations General Assembly resolutions 2918 and 2980 
(XXVII), Economic and Social Council resolution 1804 (LV), General Assembly resolution 
3118 (XXVIII) and other relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, 

RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly that it adopt the following 
resolution� 

"The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General pursuant to resolutions 

EB49.R45 and WHA24.51 on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and other 
institutions of the United Nations system； and 

Having also considered United Nations General Assembly resolution 2918 and 
resolution 2980 (XXVII), Economic and Social Council resolution 1804 (LV), General 
Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII) and other relevant resolutions adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, 
1. ENDORSES the steps taken by the Director-General, which it considers a con-
structive response to the requests in the resolutions referred to above； 
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2. CONSIDERS that the fulfilment of the requests of the host governments for 
international assistance in the health field for the populations helped by the 
national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity 
constitutes humanitarian assistance as envisaged by the General Assembly and the 
Economic and Social Council； 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to pursue consultations with the United Nations 
Development Programme, UNICEF, and possible sources of voluntary support for the 
programmes that have been requested, with a view to their early implementation； 

4. DECIDES that representatives of African national liberation movements 
recognized by the Organization of African Unity shall be invited to participate as 
observers at sessions of the World Health Assembly in proceedings relating to their 
countries； 

5. RECOMMENDS to the regional committees concerned that similar arrangements should 
be made to permit such participation in meetings of those committees； and 
6. FURTHER DECIDES that the arrangements made under paragraphs 4 and 5 above may 
be applied as appropriate to other meetings convened by the Organization." 

Professor von MANGER-KOENIG said he would support the humanitarian proposals of the draft 
resolution for the consideration of the Health Assembly, but thought that operative paragraphs 
4 and 5 involved legal questions# The Director-General 1 s report indicated that it was for 
the Health Assembly to take the decision on the participation of a new category of representative 
at the World Health Assembly; he wondered therefore whether the recommendation in the draft 
resolution was within the competence of the Executive Board. 

Professor VANNUGLI was in entire agreement with the substance of the resolution. It was 
clear, however, from the document before the meeting that the question had considerable legal 
and constitutional implications, which the Board had perhaps not been able to discuss as 
thoroughly as could have been wished. He feared that paragraphs 4 and 5 of the draft resolution 
might open the door to discussions at the Health Assembly of the type that the Organization 
had always tried to avoid # 

Mr GUTTERIDGE, Director, Legal Division, said that Professor von Manger-Koenig *s question 
related to the decision-making power on constitutional questions, which was clearly reserved 
to the Health Assembly under Article 75 of the Constitution. Under Article 28(e) however, 
the Board had the power to make recommendations to the Health Assembly on its own initiative, 
and such recommendations could include constitutional issues. The Health Assembly was, of 
course, free to accept, reject or modify such recommendations as it wished. 

Dr EHRLICH expressed concern at the same paragraphs as Professor von Manger-Koenig. As 
there had been no discussion on the matter, he wondered on what basis the Board was making 
those recommendations to the Health Assembly. He thought there was no justification for the 
Board to make such recommendations. 

Dr KILGOUR, alternate to Professor Reid, shared the anxiety of the previous speakers. 
He thought there had not been sufficient discussion of the matter. 

Dr CHITIMBA agreed that there had been very little discussion although the Director-
General 1 s report (document EB53/28) was an invitation to the Board to discuss the matter. 
He proposed that the first word in operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution should be 
changed from "DECIDES" to "RECOMMENDS". 

Professor VANNUGLI proposed that the Board adopt a resolution simply recommending that 
the Health Assembly should consider the matter. That could be achieved by retaining the first 
three operative paragraphs were (changing the first word of paragraph 3 to "RECOMMENDS") and 
in paragraph 4 proposing that the Health Assembly should consider the matter. Operative 
paragraphs 5 and 6 should be deleted. 
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Dr AMMUNDSEN, Professor von MANGER-KOENIG, and Dr JATIVA ORTIZ (alternate to 
Dr Maldonado Mejia) supported Professor Vannugli *s proposals. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, summarizing the proposed changes, said that the first two preambular 
paragraphs would be retained and would be immediately followed by operative paragraphs 1, 2, 
and 3. Operative paragraph 4 would then be amended to read as follows : 

"REQUESTS the Health Assembly to consider whether representatives of the African national 
liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity shall be invited to 
participate as observers at sessions of the World Health Assembly in proceedings relating 
to their countries； and whether the regional committees concerned should make similar 
arrangements to permit such participation in meetings of those committees as well as in 
other meetings convened by the Organization." 

Dr DIBA, alternate to Professor Pouyan, asked if the amended draft resolution could be 
circulated in writing. 

Professor VANNUGLI was anxious that the Board should not prepare a draft resolution for 
adoption by the Health Assembly without having thoroughly considered the matter itself. 
Operative paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of the draft resolution corresponded to the discussion that 
had taken place that afternoon； the other paragraphs did not. Moreover paragraphs 5 and 6 
ought to be dependent on the discussion at the Health Assembly, 

Professor AMMUNDSEN said that it would be better if the Executive Board resolution simply 
recommended the Health Assembly to consider the matter. 

Dr TAYLOR, Rapporteur, said that the existing draft resolution could easily be modified 
in the way Professor Vannugli had suggested. Operative paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 should be 
retained as they stood and the beginning of operative paragraph 4 should be amended to read : 

"REQUESTS the World Health Assembly to consider whether representatives of the African 
national liberation movements . • .,’• 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out an amended draft resolution as follows : 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General pursuant to resolutions 

EB49.R45 and WHA24.51 on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and other 
institutions of the United Nations system; and 

Having also considered United Nations General Assembly resolutions 2918 and 2980 
(XXVII), Economic and Social Council resolution 1804 (LV), General Assembly resolution 
3118 (XXVIII) and other relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, 
1# ENDORSES the steps taken by the Director-General, which it considers a constructive 
response to the requests in the resolutions referred to above� 

2. CONSIDERS that the fulfilment of the requests of the host governments for inter-
national assistance in the health field for the populations helped by the national 
liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity constitute humani-
tarian assistance as envisaged by the General Assembly and the Economic and Social 
Council； 

3• REQUESTS the Director-General to pursue consultations with the United Nations 
Development Programme, UNICEF, and possible sources of voluntary support for the 
programmes that have been requested, with a view to their early implementation� 
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4Ф RECOMMENDS that the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly consider the representation 
of African national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity 
in an appropriate capacity in meetings of the World Health Organization in proceedings 
relating to their countries # 

Decision： The resolution was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 5,25 p.m. 


