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STUDY GROUP REPORT 

The Director-General has the honour to communicate to the Executive Board in conformity 
i 

with resolution EB17.R13, operative paragraph 4, the report of the study group on Selection 

of teaching /learning materials in health sciences education• 

The Study Group met from 10 to 16 April 1973. 

This meeting was a follow-up to a previous Study Group Meeting on the Implications of 

Individual and Small Group Learning Systems in Medical Education2 which met in November 1971 

to consider the methods of development of high quality self instructional materials for basic 

and continuing education. The April 1973 Group Meeting was more specifically concerned with 

the urgent need for assessment of quality for instructional purposes of the great range of 

existing teaching /learning materials, whether produced by institutes or by commercial enter-

prise. 

The specific objectives of the meeting were: (1) to review the needs for and the 

difficulties inherent in the assessment of teaching/learning materials, and (2) to recommend 

a programme of action for assessment and subsequent dissemination of information on an 

international scale. In this regard, the meeting attempted to define and classify teaching/ 

learning materials, to outline the information that users need to know in order to make a 

reasoned choice of materials and to describe various types of assessment that will be needed 

to supply information to the user. 

The complex problems involved in assessment as well as in the dissemination of information 

on selected materials were considered. Various ways of assessment were discussed and the 

problems of transferability and acceptability of teaching/learning materials across national 

and cultural barriers were explored. The facilities and the network of services needed for 

the assessment of teaching/learning materials and the dissemination of information were 

discussed and are described in detail in the report. 

F i n a l l y t h e Study Group strongly recommended the early establishment by WHO of a pilot 

project in the provision of an information service of evaluated teaching/learning materials 

in Health Sciences Education. An integrated set of activities for the pilot project is 

outlined in the report, namely, appraisal of existing and future materials, conduct of field 

trials on an ad hoc basis, dissemination of information on selected materials, and initiation 

of problem-oriented research. 
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