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Agenda item 2.2.3 INDEXA

DETAILED REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1975

In accordance with Part 3 (iii) of the Working Principles governing the Admission of 
Non-governmental Organizations into Official Relations with WHO,1 the Director-General wishes 
to bring to the attention of the Health Assembly a communication received from the World 
Federation for Medical Education,'a non-governmental organization in official relations with 
WHO.

1 Basic Documents, 24th ed., p. 69.
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ANNEX

STATEMENT BY SIR WILLIAM REFSHAUGE 
CN BEHALF OF THE WORLD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND 
THE WORLD FEDERATION FOR MEDICAL EDUCATION

The World Medical Association will be holding its Assembly in Stockholm during the 
first week of September this year.

During that Assembly, from 4-6 September, an International Conference on the 
Physician and Population Change is to be held. This Conference is being sponsored by 
the World Medical Association together with the World Federation for Medical Education, 
the International Planned Parenthood Federation and the World Health Organization.

The purpose of the Conference is to provide a world forum in which the physician 
can examine, with experts from other disciplines, the responsibilities and opportunities 
facing the physician in meeting the present world population challenge, particularly in 
his role as a practitioner, as a family counsellor, as a teacher and as a leader of 
public thought and action.

The primary objectives of the Conference are:

1. to stimulate a greater response amongst physicians to the challenge of 
population change around the world, and to encourage them to accept increased 
responsibility in this regard;

2. to consider greater involvement of physicians in the development of 
population related education, training and research; and

3. to develop a Physician's Strategy for Action and to specify further 
activities designed to implement the plans beyond the Conference.

The International Conference in Stockholm will consist of five successive Panel 
Discussions - each of them to be held in Plenary Session. The Panel topics and the 
Panel Chairmen are:

Panel I. Medicine and Demography. The Chairman of this Panel is 
Dr Clifford PEASE, Director of the Technical Assistance Division, Population Council, 
United States of America.

Panel II. Family Health, Family Planning and Factors affecting Fertility - to be 
chaired by Dr Fred SAI, Assistant Secretary-General, International Planned Parenthood 
Federation.

Panel III. The Role and Attitudes of Physicians in Population Change. The 
Chairman of this Panel is Professor A. C. TURNBULL, Nuffield Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology, University of Oxford.

Panel IV. The Role of Medical Associations and Medical Educational Institutions 
in Population Change. The Chairmen of this Panel are Dr A. G. BOOHENSE, a counsellor 
of the World Medical Association and lecturer in paediatrics in the University of Accra 
Medical School and Dr Jorge VILLAREAL of the Panamerican Federation of Associations of 
Faculties of Medicine.
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Panel V will summarize discussions, draw up conclusions and recommendations. This 
Panel will have as Chairman Dr Van Zile Hyde, Executive Director, World Federation for 
Medical Education.

It is hoped that during this fifth panel session a strategy for action for the 
physician on population change will be adopted.

The Panel members and the discussion leaders have been drawn from experts from all 
regions of the world and, although the majority are physicians, members of other 
disciplines have been included.

Coming as it does immediately after the United Nations World Population Conference 
at Bucharest, it is considered that this Conference on the Role of the Physician will fill 
an important gap in the development of Population Programmes. As distinguished delegates 
know, it is anticipated that the United Nations World Population Conference at Bucharest 
will adopt a World Plan of Action for the consideration of all countries.

During March this year, through the invaluable assistance of the World Health 
Organization and the IPPF a preliminary meeting of experts was held in Nairobi. The 
experts drawn from Asia, Africa, Europe and America met under the chairmanship of 
Professor Carl TAYLOR, Department of International Health, School of Hygiene and Public 
Health, Johns Hopkins University. This advisory group developed a basis for a Strategy 
for Action by Physicians in Population Change which will outline ways in which the 
physician can more effectively contribute to resolving the specific problems of his own 
time and place.

The basis for the Strategy was developed having due regard to the Draft World Plan 
of Action which is to be placed before the United Nations Bucharest Conference.

In this way we are making every effort to ensure that the role of the physician is 
compatible with, and is an expansion of the expected World Plan of Action especially in 
the services which can be provided by the physician.

I wish to pay tribute here, on behalf of the World Medical Association and the 
World Federation for Medical Education, to the outstanding and invaluable assistance 
given to the co-sponsors by the World Health Organization. WHO, especially through its 
Family Health Division, has given the organizers of the Conference a great deal of help 
in valuable advice, friendly cooperation and material assistance. I wish to place on 
record the co-sponsors* deep appreciation.

Furthermore, the Conference has had the support of the Director-General, Dr Mahler, 
and arrangements have been made by him for the Regional Director for Europe, Dr Kaprio, 
to give the closing address of the Conference.

The Conference is commended to all members of the Committee as physicians should keep 
themselves constantly informed about the social, economic and health aspects of 
population change.

* * *


