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During the course of its twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth meetings held on 21 May 1974, 
the Committee, in proceeding with the detailed review of the programme and budget estimates 
for 1975, decided to recommend to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly the adoption of the 
attached resolutions on the following subjects:

Development of the antimalaria programme

Intensification of research on tropical parasitic diseases 

Psychosocial factors and health 

Quality control of BCG vaccines

Adequacy of health statistical information
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE ANTIMALARIA PROGRAMME

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Noting the report of the Director-General that describes the state of development of 
antimalaria programmes ;^

Recognizing that malaria is resurging in parts of the world, has never been controlled 
in other parts, and remains a disease the control of which is of the highest priority;

Believing that the revised strategy adopted by the Twenty-second World Health Assembly 
is an effective strategy, but for a variety of reasons has not been effectively implemented,

REQUESTS the Executive Board thoroughly to review the problem and national and inter
national priorities, and report to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly.



-  3 -

INTENSIFICATION OF RESEARCH ON TROPICAL 
PARASITIC DISEASES

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Recognizing that tropical parasitic diseases are one of the main obstacles to improving 
the level of health and socioeconomic development in countries of the tropical and subtropical 
zones ;

Bearing in mind the need to develop research on matters connected with the most important 
tropical parasitic diseases;

Realizing that national, regional or global programmes of tropical parasitic disease 
control can be implemented only if scientifically based methods and effective means for their 
control are available,

1. NOTES with satisfaction that the importance of the medical, social and economic aspects 
of the major tropical parasitic diseases has been recognized;

2. EMPHASIZES the urgent need for further development and intensification of research in 
this domain;

3. RECOMMENDS that Member States of WHO extend the activities of their national institutions 
for the development of research of prime importance for the control of the major tropical 
parasitic diseases;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(a) to intensify WHO activities in the field of research on the major tropical parasitic 
diseases (malaria, onchocerciasis, schistosomiasis, the trypanosomiases, etc.) taking 
into consideration that such activities be carried out in endemic areas whenever possible 
and feasible;

(b) to define the priorities in research on the problem of tropical parasitic diseases 
in the various regions of the world, bearing in mind the primary needs of the developing 
countries ;

(c) to extend cooperation with national institutions and other governmental and non
governmental organizations in regard to the coordination of research in this field;

(d) to enlist extrabudgetary resources on a wider scale for these purposes; and

5. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General to submit a report on progress in the implementation 
of this resolution to the Executive Board at its fifty-seventh session and to the Twenty-ninth 
World Health Assembly.
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PSYCHOSOCIAL FACTORS AND HEALTH

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

I

Noting.the great interest that the participants in the Technical Discussions on the "Role 
of the Health Services in Preserving or Restoring the Full Effectiveness of the Human Environ
ment in the Promotion of Health" have expressed in the part played by psychosocial factors and 
their influence on health and on the functioning of health services;

THANKS the Member governments for their assistance in providing material for the prepa
ration of the report on this aspect of the subject;

II

Considering that further knowledge is needed on the influence that psychosocial factors 
exert on health and the functioning of health services; both in developing and in developed 
countries;

Recognizing that the Organization has established a system of teamwork in research through 
collaboration with laboratories and institutions on a worldwide scale; and

Considering that a well-designed programme on psychosocial factors and mental health 
would merit wide support from Member States;

1. BELIEVES that the Organization should initiate programmes concerning the role of psycho
social factors and their influence on health in general, and mental health in particular, and 
on the part that those factors play in the functioning of health services;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to organize multidisciplinary programmes that would explore 
the role of these factors and to prepare proposals for the strengthening of WHO's activities 
in this field; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the fifty-fifth session of the Executive Board 
and to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly.

0
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QUALITY CONTROL OF BCG VACCINES

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Emphasizing that the effectiveness of BCG vaccination depends largely on the quality of 
the vaccine used;

Recognizing that the production and quality control of freeze-dried BCG vaccine not only 
require extensive facilities and equipment, but also a high degree of specialized technological 
skill, and that as a result an increasing number of countries are deciding to refrain from 
national production and to opt for importing BCG vaccine;

Recalling that from the outset the Organization has monitored the quality of BCG vaccine1 
and that the WHO Expert Committee on Tuberculosis has strongly recommended that BCG vaccines 
used in national programmes should be examined by international reference laboratories and 
centres; and

Noting with satisfaction that for all the freeze-dried BCG vaccine supplied by or through 
UNICEF this monitoring consists in quality control of the final product both in laboratory 
experiments and in man,

1. URGES Member countries importing BCG vaccine on a bilateral basis to make use of the 
international quality control system set up by the Organization; and

2. RECOMMENDS that Member countries producing BCG vaccine avail themselves of the interna
tional system of assaying the quality of BCG vaccines until they have established a competent 
national control service.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 17, p. 11, resolution EB3.R6.
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ADEQUACY OF HEALTH STATISTICAL INFORMATION

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Recognizing the vital contribution of the International Classification of Diseases to 
international cooperation in the field of health statistics;

Noting that the data currently provided have greatly assisted the development of 
preventive services;

Recognizing additional needs for appropriate data created by expanding activities of 
planning and monitoring of health care delivery systems;

Noting also the increasing demand for relevant data for the evaluation of clinical 
activities; and

Concerned with the danger that these additional needs may be met by the development of 
a diversity of systems in different countries with a consequent lack of international 
communication;

REQUESTS the Director-General to ensure that the next Revision of the International 
Classification of Diseases would include the means of meeting these needs, without prejudice 
to the continuing use of the Classification for its traditional purposes.

* * *


