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FIFTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE A

During the course of its fifteenth and sixteenth meetings held on 22 May 1974, the 
Committee, in proceeding with the detailed review of the programme and budget estimates for 
1975, decided to recommend to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly the adoption of the 
attached resolutions on the following subjects:

Appropriation Resolution for the Financial Year 1975

WHO Expanded Programme on Immunization

Coordination and strengthening of Leprosy Control

Prevention of Road Traffic Accidents

It further decided to recommend to the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly the 
adoption of the attached resolutions relating to the following items:

2.3 Fifth report on the World Health Situation

2.4 WHO's role in the development and coordination of biomedical research

2.5 Standardization of diagnostic materials

2.6 Long-term planning of international cooperation in cancer research
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APPROPRIATION RESOLUTION FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1975

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

RESOLVES to appropriate for the financial year 1975 an amount of US $ 132 664 620 
as follows:

A.

Appropriation Amount
Section Purpose of Appropriation US $

1 Policy organs ..............................  1 372 300
2 General management and coordination .........  4 904 290
3 Strengthening of health services ............  21 771 588
4 Health manpower development .................  16 398 543
5 Disease prevention and control ..............  26 786 376
6 Promotion of environmental health ...........  7 375 098
7 Health information and literature ...........  10 737 742
8 General service and support programme .......  13 898 291
9 Support to regional programmes ..............  11 995 772

Effective working budget 115 240 000

10 Transfer to Tax Equalization Fund ...........  14 333 750
11 Undistributed reserve ....................... 3 090 870

Total 132 664 620

B. Amounts not exceeding the appropriations voted under paragraph A shall be available 
for the payment of obligations incurred during the period 1 January to 31 December 1975, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Financial Regulations. Notwithstanding the provisions 
of the present paragraph, the Director-General shall limit the obligations to be incurred 
during the financial year 1975 to sections 1 - 10.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of Financial Regulation 4.5, the Director-General is 
authorized to make transfers between those appropriation sections that constitute the 
effective working budget up to an amount not exceeding 10 per cent, of the amount appro
priated for the section from which the transfer is made. Any such transfers required in 
excess of 10 per cent, may be made in accordance with the provisions of Financial Regulation 
4.5. All transfers between sections shall be reported to the Executive Board at its next 
session.
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D. The appropriations voted under paragraph A shall be financed by assessments on Members
after deduction of the following:

(i) reimbursement from the United Nations Development Programme
in the estimated amount of .............................  US $ 1 800 0Ó0

(ii) casual income in the amount of ......................... US $ 1 200 000

Total US $ 3 ООО 000

thus resulting in assessments against Members of US $ 129 664 620. In establishing the 
amounts of contributions to be paid by individual Members, their gross assessments shall be 
reduced further by the amount standing to their credit in the Tax Equalization Fund, except 
that the credits of those Members that require staff members of WHO to pay taxes on their 
WHO emoluments shall be reduced by the estimated amounts of such tax reimbursements to be 
made by the Organization.



WHO EXPANDED PROGRAMME ON IMMUNIZATION

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Having considered the statement on immunization against the childhood diseases and the 
allocation of funds for an integrated programme on immunization contained in the proposed 
programme and budget estimates for 1975;

Recognizing the immense contribution immunization has made to the control of many of 
the common communicable diseases in the countries where it has been effectively applied;

Noting that in extensive regions of the world immunization is available for only a small 
proportion of children in the susceptible age-groups;

Aware of the potential for disease control when a well-planned and well-coordinated 
programme is instituted;

Reaffirming the importance of systematic immunization programmes in all countries;

Expressing its satisfaction at the readiness of the World Health Organization to 
further promote measures to assist countries in extending their immunization programmes to 
cover the greatest possible percentage of the susceptible populations,

1. RECOMMENDS that Member States develop or maintain immunization and surveillance 
programmes against some or all of the following diseases: diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, 
measles, poliomyelitis, tuberculosis, smallpox and others, where applicable, according to 
the epidemiological situation in their respective countries;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General

(a) to intensify at all levels of the Organization its activities pertaining to 
the development of immunization programmes, especially for the developing countries;

(b) to assist Member States (i) in developing suitable programmes by providing 
technical advice on the use of vaccines and (ii) in assuring the availability of 
good-quality vaccines at reasonable cost;

(c) to study the possibilities of providing from international sources and agencies 
an increased supply of vaccines, equipment and transport and developing local 
competence to produce vaccines at the national level;

(d) to continue to support research on the efficacy of vaccines and on as yet 
unsolved practical problems encountered in immunization procedures;

(e) to arrange seminars and other educational activities on the design and execution 
of programmes; and

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 212, pp. 142 and 146.



FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General

(a) to establish a special account under the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion 
to be credited with the values of gifts intended for the expanded programme on 
immunization and to ensure that vaccines donated to the programme conform with the 
relevant WHO requirements;

(b) to report progress annually to the World Health Assembly.
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COORDINATION AND STRENGTHENING OF LEPROSY CONTROL 

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,
1Having studied the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1975 and the Director-

оGeneral's annual report for 1973 ;

Recalling that leprosy is still a widespread and serious disease;
and

Considering that the new microbiological techniques, particularly animal inoculation, 
and immunological methods as well as the development of new epidemiological approaches seem 
likely to speed up leprosy control and make it more effective,

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report and requests him to pursue the efforts for 
leprosy control undertaken by WHO;

2. RECOMMENDS that Member States examine the possibility of strengthening leprosy control 
measures by calling upon all available sources of cooperation;

3. INVITES Member States to have recourse to the Organization's advisory and coordinatory 
services so that optimum use can be made of these extra resources; and

4. INVITES the Director-General to convene a meeting of the Expert Committee on Leprosy to 
review the practical introduction of modern methods of leprosy control.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 212.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 213-
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PREVENTION OF ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Noting with great concern the extensive and serious individual and public health 
problems resulting from road traffic accidents;

Recognizing that the use of alcohol and other psychoactive drugs contributes signifi
cantly to the heavy toll taken by road traffic accidents;

Believing that effective solutions require the coordinated efforts of international 
organizations and agencies, the Member States, regional and local authorities, and the 
world citizenry;

Declaring that the World Health Organization has a responsibility to provide leader
ship, guidance and technical assistance to Member States in the fields of improving road 
traffic safety in so far as human and medical factors are involved; and

Recalling resolution WHA19.36,-*-

1. URGES Member States:

(i) to promote improved driver-licensing standards and traffic safety education 
programmes ;

(ii) to encourage the national health authorities to provide leadership in these 
matters in so far as human and medical factors are involved; and

(iii) to require the manufacturers to apply safety principles in the development of 
new types of vehicles;

2. RECOMMENDS that the World Health Organization should encourage and assist the develop
ment of improved programmes in the field of traffic safety; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to study means, in consultation with other intergovernmental and nongovernmental 
organizations of developing: (a) appropriate standards relating to the medical aspect 
of licensing drivers; (b) increasingly effective educational and other programmes 
designed to encourage responsible use of vehicles and roads; and (c) of promoting and 
coordinating further research required on human and medical factors involved in traffic 
accidents ;

(ii) to convene as soon as possible a group of experts to study the influence of alcohol 
and psychotropic drugs and their interaction on driver skills and traffic accidents; and

(iii) to report to the Executive Board and to the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly 
on developments on these matters.

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol.I, 1948-1972, p. 163.
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FIFTH REPORT ON THE WORLD HEALTH SITUATION

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Noting the fifth report on the world health situation prepared by the Director-General in 
pursuance of resolution WHA23.24;

Noting that the report contains summarized data on the health status of the population 
and trends in the development of public health throughout the world;

Recalling resolution WHA23.59, in which among the Organization's important functions 
special attention was drawn to the analysis and evaluation of information on the state of 
health of the world population and on environmental health with a view to identifying general 
trends in the world health situation and to evolving a strategy in regard to the most promising 
ways of developing health services and medical science;

Emphasizing the importance of carrying out periodic evaluations of the world health 
situation with a view to promoting its improvement;

Noting the considerable amount of time and effort required within Member States and 
Associate Member States and within WHO Secretariat to collect and study the information and 
prepare the reports ;

Considering it necessary, therefore, to rationalize the collection and presentation of 
information on the health situation in the world as a whole and in individual countries,

(1) THANKS the Member States and Associate Members for their assistance in providing 
material for the fifth report and requests them to submit, before 15 July 1974, any 
further information or amendments they wish to include in the text of the fifth report,

(2) REQUESTS the Executive Board at its fifty-fifth session to consider the question 
of rationalizing the collection and summarizing of information on the health situation 
in the various countries, including the intervals at which the information should be 
published, provision for its continuous revision in the light of the data obtained and 
its relation to other statistical information published by WHO,

(3) REQUESTS the Director-General to continue, pending the recommendations of the 
Executive Board, his preliminary work on preparation of a sixth report on the world 
health situation and to present a progress report to one of the forthcoming World Health 
Assemblies, and

(4) URGES Member States to take an active part in the preparation of a next report by 
providing WHO with the required information to the extent possible.



WHO'S ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND COORDINATION OF BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,
1 2  3Recalling resolutions WHA25.60, WHA26.42, and EB53.R36;

Taking into account the discussions at the fifty-third session of the Executive Board on 
the Director-General's report on WHO's Role in the Development and Coordination of Biomedical
Research;4 and

Reaffirming the importance of biomedical research and the gains from such research for 
WHO's activities aimed at the solution of practical health problems for the economically 
developed and developing countries alike,

1. NOTES the Director-General's report as well as the comments made thereon by the Executive 
Board ;

2. ENDORSES the proposals submitted for WHO activities in biomedical research with particular 
attention to:

(a) increased international cooperation and coordination of biomedical research 
activities and exchange of research information by WHO through medical research councils 
and similar national bodies and other institutions, keeping public health authorities 
informed as appropriate, and

(b) promotion and initiation of research in developing countries and the strengthening 
of research and training centres in these countries, particularly with respect to disease 
problems of importance to the area such as parasitic infections and other endemic diseases

3. WELCOMES the proposal for greater involvement of regional offices in research activities 
with the technical guidance of headquarters;

 ̂Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1948-1972, pp. 28-29.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 209, p. 24.
3 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 215, p. 27.
4 /Document A27/11.
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4. REQUESTS the Director-General to provide the Executive Board and the World Health 
Assembly with an annual progress report on the WHO research programme, including relevant 
views and recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Medical Research; and to arrange 
for the Chairman or other members of the ACMR to attend stipulated sessions of the Executive 
Board and World Health Assembly; and

5. CALLS UPON all Member States and voluntary agencies to give financial support to the 
Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion for research activities and to assist the Organization in 
other ways to promote its research programme.
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STANDARDIZATION OF DIAGNOSTIC MATERIALS

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolution WHA25.47;

Conscious of the rapidly increasing need for international standardization of diagnostic 
reagents and related reference methods;

Recognizing the vigorous efforts pursued by several Member countries and scientific 
societies in this area of standardization;

Noting the lack of coordination of these efforts on an international basis;

Aware of the important role of WHO in the promotion and coordination of research studies 
for improvement of health services including the development of laboratory standards; and

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the standardization of diagnostic 
materials ; -1-

1. RECOMMENDS that Member States continue and expand their national activities in the 
development of standardization of health laboratory methods and reagents;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to intensify the work of WHO in the coordination of the 
development of standards for chemical and biological diagnostic materials and their use with 
special emphasis on quality control, along the lines proposed in his report, to collaborate 
with national institutions as well as with nongovernmental scientific organizations in the 
coordination of standardization efforts including research, and to seek additional resources 
to undertake the programme as outlined in the report as soon as possible, not waiting for its 
possible inclusion in the regular budget;

3. URGES Member States to take steps as rapidly as possible to control the quality of 
commercially distributed diagnostic materials in accordance with accepted standards, either 
national or international; and

4. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General to present a progress report to a future World 
Health Assembly.

Document A27/l2.
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LONG-TERM PLANNING OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
IN CANCER RESEARCH

The Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly,

Having considered the Director-General's report, prepared in accordance with resolution 
WHA26.61, on long-term planning of international cooperation in cancer research;

Re-affirming its belief in the usefulness of drawing up a comprehensive international 
cancer research programme in which the research institutions of the Member States could 
participate on a voluntary basis;

Believing that an important condition for ensuring the success of such a programme is to 
develop an effective methodological basis for it which will make it possible to coordinate 
research successfully in a comprehensive manner and to collect and combine its results,

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report, which sets out in the spirit of resolution 
WHA26.61 the strategic and tactical task facing WHO in its cancer research activities and 
states the aims and possible priorities of that research;

2. EXPRESSES its satisfaction at the readiness shown by the International Union against 
Cancer, and other intergovernmental and nongovernmental international organizations to parti
cipate under the leadership of the World Health Organization, including the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer, in drawing up and carrying out a comprehensive programme of 
international cooperation in cancer research;

3. THANKS the Member countries which have made constructive proposals in regard to-the 
international cancer programme and have expressed their readiness to take part in its imple
mentation;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue the work that has been started on a comprehensive 
programme for international cooperation in cancer research and research methodology, including 
suggestions on an effective system of its implementation, taking into account all resources at 
his disposal, calling on the services of any experts needed, representatives of Member States 
and representatives of the international organizations concerned; and

5. ASKS the Director-General to report on further progress in this work to the Executive 
Board at its fifty-fifth session and to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly.


