
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

Я

TWENTY-SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Supplementary agenda item 1

AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATION BETWEEN 
THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK AND 
THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

A27/31

10 May 1974

INDEXED

Discussions have taken place between WHO and the African Development Bank (ADB) with 
regard to the strengthening of the relations between the two Organizations. In view of the 
interest of ADB in the place of the health sector in development and the corresponding mutual 
concern of WHO and ADB in placing their existing relationships on a more formal basis, in 
order to provide a more deliberate and organized collaboration, the two parties have developed 
an agreement for this purpose.

This agreement, the text of which is appended, has been drawn up in English and in French 
and was approved by the Board of Directors of ADB on 19 February 1974. Ratification by the 
Board of Governors is being sought by postal vote.

In accordance with the provisions of Article 70 of the WHO Constitution, which requires 
that any formal agreement entered into with another intergovernmental organization shall be 
subject to approval by a two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly, this agreement is submitted 
to the Assembly for consideration and approval.



A27/31
page 2

ANNEX

AGREEMENT FOE CO-OPERATION BETWEEN 
THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK AND 
THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

The African Development Bank (hereinafter referred to as "ADB") and the World Health 
Organization (hereinafter referred to as "WHO");

Considering that the improvement of health as an important element in socio-economic 
development is a common concern to their African member States;

Desirous of co-operating in the provision of assistance to their African member States 
in the field of health and other related fields and in their joint endeavour to improve and 
raise the standards and conditions of health of the people in these countries and create the 
proper framework through which such co-operation and assistance may be achieved;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE 1 

Scope

(a) ADB and WHO shall co-operate in the provision of assistance to member States in 
Africa of both organizations in the promotion of health in these States. Without prejudice 
to the generality of the foregoing, this assistance shall include:

(1) creation of new health infrastructure and institutions and their improvement or 
extension ;

(2) improvement of medical and public health education and biomedical research;

(3) provision of potable water and sewerage disposal systems, including training 
programmes for key professionals and health technicians;

(4) control of communicable disease;

(5) promotion and strengthening of health services related to urban and rural 
development.

(b) Such assistance shall, to the extent possible, emphasize preventive health measures, 
and shall form a part of a national health plan within the total framework of their socio
economic development without prejudice to the ADB’s financial criteria.

ARTICLE 2

Procedure for Co-operation

(a) ADB and WHO shall consult with each other and shall keep each other informed on 
their activities which may offer possibilities of co-operation under this Agreement.
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(b) Assistance may be proposed by either ADB or WHO to any member State or members of 
the two organizations. The two organizations shall decide, after consultation, on the 
services to be performed and the measures to be taken.

(c) ADB and WHO shall similarly consider any request for assistance from any government 
or governments of member States of the two organizations.

(d) ADB and WHO shall endeavour to promote the growth and advancement of African 
expertise in the fields of their joint activities under this Agreement.

(e) WHO may be designated as Executing Agency by ADB for the implementation of activities 
outlined in Article 1 financed by the latter, or through funds made available to ADB upon the 
request of governments for assistance.

(f) Activities undertaken with governments under this Agreement shall be formalized by 
tripartite agreements or plans of operation which shall outline the plan of action as well as 
the specific commitments of ADB and WHO and the government concerned. Such agreements or 
plans of operation shall be signed by the two organizations and government.

(g) Should certain co-operative activities require the establishment of joint ADB/WhO 
missions, the method for establishing such missions and the schedules thereof shall be deter
mined in joint consultation between the secretariats of the organizations.

(h) The channels of communication between ADB and WHO shall be between the President of 
ADB and the Director-General of WHO. When necessary, periodic meetings may be held by the 
two organizations.

ARTICLE 3 

Responsibility for Execution

(a) WHO shall retain full technical responsibility for any assistance or activity 
covered by this Agreement, which falls under its functions as the Specialized Agency of the 
United Nations in the field of health.

(b) ADB may make suggestions or proposals to WHO in relation to its activities under 
paragraph (a) of this Article.

ARTICLE 4 

Final Provisions

(a) This Agreement shall enter into force following signature by the President of ADB 
and the Director-General of WHO, and, after approval by the competent bodies of ADB and WHO.

(b) This Agreement may be modified or supplemented by agreement between ADB and WHO, 
each of which shall give full and sympathetic consideration to any request by the other for 
such modifications.
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(c) The Executive Heads of the two organizations may enter into such supplementary 
arrangements for the implementation of this Agreement as may be found desirable in the light 
of the operating experience of the two organizations.

(d) This Agreement shall remain in force for an indefinite period of time. However, 
either party may terminate it at any time upon giving six months advance notice in writing to 
the other party.

(e) In the event of termination of this Agreement by either party, both parties shall 
co-operate to ensure that all arrangements made thereunder are settled in an orderly fashion.
In the event of termination of this Agreement by ADB, ADB shall reimburse WHO for any financial 
obligations it may have incurred in connexion with co-operation arrangements under this 
Agreement.

In witness whereof the President of ADB and the Director-General of WHO have signed this 
Agreement in four copies in English and French, the two texts being equally authentic.

President Director-General

African Development Bank World Health Organization

Date Date

* * *


