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REAL ESTATE FUND 

Report by the Director-General

1. As requested by the Executive Board’1' the Director-General hereby submits to the Twenty- 
seventh World Health Assembly a report on the status of projects being financed from the 
appropriations made by the Health Assembly, to the Real Estate Fund and on the prospective 
needs for the 12-month period beginning 1 June 1974.2

2Projects authorized for the period 1 June 1970 - 31 May 1971

2. Although the accounts concerning certain projects authorized have not yet been entirely 
settled, the expenditure is expected to remain within the estimated amounts.^

4Projects authorized for the period 1 June 1972 - 31 May 1973

3. Apart from an increase of $ 432 in expenditure on the preparation of the preliminary 
project for the permanent addition to the headquarters building, an increase due to fluctuations 
in the rate of exchange, the final cost of the projects authorized for this period remains 
within the previous estimates,^

5Period 1 June 1973 - 31 May 1974

4. Since the building of housing for project staff in south Sudan can be financed by other 
means, no obligation for this purpose has been made against the Real Estate Fund.

65. As authorized by article 3(ii) of resolution WHA23.14, the Director-General has obligated 
$ 15 000 for the installation of two extra interpreters’ booths in the Executive Board Room.
He has also obligated $ 15 000 for the construction of a small section of road that will ease 
congestion and speed up traffic leaving headquarters during rush hours. Finally, $ 29 000 
has been obligated for a slight modification of the traffic lanes and the exits from the 
garage of the headquarters building, following the moving of the bus-stop to a point opposite 
the entrance to the main building.

1 Resolution EB53.R41 (Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 215, p. 29). 
о Resolutions WHA23.15, WHA23.16, WHA24.22, WHA24.23, WHA24.24 and WHA24.25 (Handbook of 

Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1948-1972, pages 321, 322, 328, 406 and 472).
3
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 201, p. 85; No. 206, p. 117 and No. 209, p. 70.

4 Resolutions WHA25.38 and WHA25.39 (Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 
1948-1972, p. 407).

5
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org,, No. 209, p. 70.

® Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. I, 1948-1972, p. 406.
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As provided for in article 3(ii) of resolution WHA23.14, the Director-General reported 
this use of the Fund to the fifty-third session of the Executive Board. Since then, the 
two sums obligated, expressed in US dollars, have increased to $ 16 500 and $ 32 000, 
respectively, in April 1974, because of fluctuations in the exchange rate.

Estimated requirements for the period 1 June 1974 - 31 May 1975

6. An inspection of the Regional Office building in the Western Pacific made by specialized 
bodies showed that the building did not comply with the new local safety regulations, since 
the internal partitions were made of wood. It is therefore necessary to install automatic 
fire detection and control equipment of the sprinkler type. The cost of this installation 
is estimated to be about $ 80 000.

7. The Regional Director for Europe has been informed that the Government of Denmark is 
considering buying a property situated next to the Regional Office site and renting it to 
the Organization on a long-term basis. If this project were to materialize, the house would 
have to be repaired and reconditioned in order to create offices. The cost of this work
is estimated at $ 35 000. In view of the shortage of accommodation already being felt in 
the new Regional Office building, the Director-General believes that if the Government could 
acquire this property, it would be in the Organization's interests to rent it and carry out 
the repairs necessary to make it usable for offices.

8. As the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly was able to note in the report presented by 
the Director-General at the fifty-first session of the Executive Board,1 it seems clear that 
the additional premises at the Regional Office for Africa which has just been built will be 
fully occupied by 1975 and will even be insufficient to accommodate all the departments of 
the Regional Office, some of which have been in temporary premises for several years. It 
is therefore now necesary to consider a further extension to the building. However, in 
view of the present financial situation it is not proposed to undertake the implementation 
of this project, which would provide 36 offices and whose cost was estimated in 1973 to be
$ 866 150, during the period June 1974 - May 1975, Nevertheless, the Director-General 
considers that it will be essential to do so during the next period, beginning 1 June 1975,

Appropriation of casual income to the Real Estate Fund
29. In resolution EB53.R41, the Executive Board also recommended to the Twenty-seventh 

World Health Assembly that, in the light of the financial situation at that time, it consider 
appropriating to the Real Estate Fund any balance of casual income not used to finance the 
1975 budget and the 1974 supplementary estimates or to make any adjustments of contributions 
which the Assembly may decide to finance from 1973 casual income.

310. As shown by the Director-General's report on casual income, the balance of casual 
income available amounts to $ 218 654. The Assembly will remember that resolution WHA23.14, 
pursuant to which the fund was created, provides in paragraph 2 that the Fund will be 
replenished or increased by appropriations by the Health Assembly from casual income.

Summary

11. In the light of the above the immediate requirements of the Real Estate Fund are as 
follows :

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 206, p. 118.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., No. 215, p. 29.
 ̂Document WHA27/l7.
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(i) for the period 1 June 1972 - 31 May 1973 $ 432

(ii) for the period 1 June 1973 - 31 May 1974 $ 63 500

(iii) for the period 1 June 1974 - 31 May 1975 $ 115 000

$ 178 932

This amount is available in the Fund, from accrued and anticipated interest earnings 
since the Fund's inception. This being so, the Executive Board, at its fifty-third session, 
recommended the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly to authorize the financing from the 
Real Estate Fund of the expenditures envisaged in the Director-General's report for the period 
1 June 1974 - 31 May 1975.

12. Moreover, the Assembly will have to decide whether it wishes to appropriate to the 
Real Estate Fund the balance of the 1973 casual income, as recommended by the Executive 
Board.

*


