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Memorandum submitted by the International Union against Cancer

In accordance with the privileges conferred on nongovernmental organizations by official 

relationship with the World Health Organization, the Director-General has the honour to place 

before the Assembly, for its information, the annexed memorandum which he has received from 

the President of the International Union against Cancer.
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ANNEX

MEMORANDUM

submitted by the International Union against Cancer

1. There are three major international organizations in the field of cancer. They are the 

World Health Organization (WHO), the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), and 

the International Union Against Cancer (UICC). The first two are intergovernmental in nature, 

the last - the oldest and the only one which is exclusively concerned with all aspects of 

cancer research and cancer control - is nongovernmental. Each of these three organizations 

came into being for historical reasons which need not be described. The decision to create 

them cannot be reversed.

2. The resources in scientific and medical manpower and the funds available for international 

action are limited. It is, therefore, gratifying that each organization recognizes the need 

to utilize those resources wisely and efficiently in the pursuit of international co-operation 

in cancer research and cancer control.

There are several examples of close liaison between the three organizations which have 

ensured that programmes do not duplicate or overlap with each other. Such harmonization 

must be achieved by mutual consent bearing in mind the broad directives of the governing 

bodies of each organization. For instance, when WHO established International Reference 

Centres for Histological Classification of Tumours, the UICC decided not to reappoint its 

Committee on Tumour Nomenclature. By agreement, a certain number of projects initiated by 

the UICC in the field of epidemiology such as "Cancer Incidence in Five Continents" have been 

transferred to IARC. Finally, one could point to the Fellowship programmes of IARC and UICC: 

IARC supports junior post-doctoral fellows while UICC supports senior scientists. Overlap 

is avoided by a free exchange of information and applications, and by cross representation 

on the membership of the two Fellowship Committees.

3. The UICC has long recognized that co-operation between the major international organiza

tions in the field of cancer in long-range planning and budgeting is a factor of prime 

importance in the campaign against this disease. The matter was discussed at the meeting

of the Council of the Union in Sydney in March 1972. As a result of these deliberations 

an invitation was extended to IARC on the occasion of the meeting of its Governing Council 

to name two or three representatives who would meet with representatives of UICC and of WHO 

and possibly others to discuss these matters. This invitation was confirmed in writing to 

the Director-General of WHO and to the Director of IARC.

4. The UICC is gratified to report that an informal meeting was held in Geneva at the 

Headquarters of the Union on 2 April 1973.

5. The representatives of UICC welcomed the statement of the senior representative of WHO 
that a new era of collaboration between intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations 

was being entered upon.

At the outcome of this meeting the need was recognized that, to complement existing 

mechanisms, it was desirable to establish, subject to ratification by the governing bodies of 

each organization, a committee to maintain communication at the highest level. Such a 

committee would have no executive function but would enable policies to be considered, prefer

ably before such policies are translated into programmes. Its membership would comprise 

initially WHO, IARC and UICC, each of which would appoint up to three senior representatives. 

Chairmanship would rotate between the three organizations.

6. The representatives of the International Union Against Cancer were pleased to accept the 

invitation to hold the first formal meeting at WHO headquarters, Geneva, on 5 October 1973.


