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ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Application by the Democratic People*s 
Republic of Korea

The Director-General has the honour to inform the Health Assembly that on 7 March 1973 he 
received an application for Membership of the World Health Organization from the Government of 
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. This request made by letter dated 1 February 1973, 
was received within the time limit provided in Rule 113 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly and was transmitted to all Members on 20 March 1973. The text of the 
application and annex, as communicated by the Director-General to Members, is appended.
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(Translation) 
Pyongyang, February 1, 1973

Dr M. G. Candau 
Director General 
World Health Organization 
Geneva

Mr Director General,

On behalf of the Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, I have the 
honour to apply for membership of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea in the World 
Health Organization on the basis of Articles 3 and 6 of the letter's Constitution.

The Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, which regards it as the 
supreme principle of its activities to promote the well-being of the people, have realized 
brilliantly our people's centuries-old desire to get rid of all sorts of diseases, by 
carrying out the advanced popular public health policies including the universal free 
medical treatment system and the section medical care system.

I recognize that those popular policies on public health followed by the Government of 
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the successes it achieved in the work for the 
protection and promotion of the people's health fully conform with the basic object and tasks 
of the World Health Organization and will contribute to strengthening international coopera
tion and ties in the field of public health.

I assure you that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea will faithfully fulfil all 
obligations arising from its position of membership in the World Health Organization when it 
becomes the letter’s member.

I request Mr Director General to bring this application, according to Rule 113 of the 
Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, to the notice of all member states of the 
Organization and to submit it for consideration to the 26th World Health Assembly and express 
the conviction that the application of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea for member
ship will be affirmatively discussed and decided upon at the 26th World Health Assembly.

I enclose herewith "the Material on the Development of Public Health in the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea" as an annex of this application.

Please accept the assurances of my high consideration.

Ho Dam
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea
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(Translation)
THE MATERIAL ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

IN THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is an independent socialist state with an 
advanced social system where all sorts of class antagonism and exploitation of man by man have 
been liquidated for good, with a sound independent national economy and a brilliant national 
culture.

With the rapid development of the national economy including industry and agriculture the 
material and cultural life of the people has drastically improved and the public health service 
has developed by leaps and bounds thanks to the policy of public health for the people.

President Kim II Sung, Head of State of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, pointed 
out as follows:

"In our system, nothing is more precious than the people. We should develop our
public health services to protect the lives of the people and further promote the health
of the working people."

•The Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea regards, as the basic principle 
for its public health services, the teaching of President Kim II Sung, Head of State, that 
nothing is more precious than men in our social system, and the policy of preventive medicine 
is the basic line in its public health services.

The Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has enforced the system of 
universal free medical treatment since January 1953.

Under this system of free medical treatment in our country the State bears the accommoda
tion and travelling expenses for health resorts and holiday homes, to say nothing of treatment 
fees, medical fees and hospital charges.

All children in our country are being brought up at nurseries and kindergartens at state 
and social expenses; all women benefit by paid maternity leave and receive midwife assistance 
at childbirth.

In the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea the number of modernly-equipped public health 
establishments and the ranks of medical workers are increasing rapidly.

In the pre-liberation year of 1944 our country had only nine hospitals and clinics and 
scores of medical personnel and could not manufacture even a pill of aspirin and a pincette.
But now there are modern public health facilities wherever people live and work, whether in 
town or countryside; the number of hospitals and clinics amounts to as many as over 6300 in 
our country.

During the period from 1960 to 1969 alone the number of therapeutic and prophylactic 
establishments increased by 1.3 times; that of beds, by 2.5 times; and that of doctors and 
assistant doctors, by 3 times.

With the realization of the country's industrialization firm bases have been laid for the 
production of medicaments and medical instruments; we produce and use by ourselves organic 
synthetic medicines, various antibiotic medicines and various medical instruments.

Our country has an Academy of Medical Sciences and scores of medical research centres; 
large numbers of doctors, pharmaceutists and nurses are being trained at medical colleges, 
higher medical schools and nurse-training centres set up in every Province.

Now our medical workers number over 250 ООО.
With the brilliant implementation of the preventive medical care policy of the Government 

of our Republic and the introduction of the advanced medical service system including the 
section medical care system, a preventive system has been firmly established against diseases, 
and such contagious diseases as smallpox, cholera, typhoid, malaria and cerebritis and endemic 
diseases including distoma have long disappeared in our country.
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Our mortality rate has now been reduced by half, and the average life span of the people 
increased by 26 years, compared with the pre-liberation years.

Our people's age-old desire to get rid of all sorts of diseases has been successfully 
realized under our system.

The public health services of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea will further 
improve and develop in the future on the basis of the successes gained in the past.

The Socialist Constitution of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea stipulates as 
follows on the public health policy of the State:

"The State consolidates and develops the system of universal free medical service and
carries through the policy of preventive medical care so as to protect the people's lives
and promote the health of the working people."
During the Six-Year Plan (1971-1976), a new long-term plan, numerous modernly equipped 

hospitals will be built newly and specialized hospitals, wards and departments built splendidly 
everywhere in the country; all county hospitals will be converted into integrated hospitals 
and all the rural village clinics into hospitals.

Especially the maternity hospital facilities for rural women will be reinforced and many 
wards for children built, and the distinctions between town and country in medical service will 
be eliminated remarkably.

During the Six-Year Plan the number of therapeutic and prophylactic units will increase 
by 10 000; that of hospital beds, by 1,4 times; the production of medical supplies, by 2.5 
times; that of medical instruments by 2.4 times; and the number of doctors and other public 
health workers will drastically grow.

Thus our public health services will further develop and our country will come into full 
bloom as a country where the people will live a long life in good health.

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea is affiliated with the International Union 
against Tuberculosis and various other international organizations of public health and signed 
humanitarian international agreements including the four Geneva Conventions on the protection 
of war victims concluded in 1949.

All the successes and experiences gained by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in 
public health services will greatly contribute to strengthening the international cooperation 
and ties with various Member States of the World Health Organization in the field of public 
health.


