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MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
SCIENTIFIC UNIONS (ICSU) AND THE INTERNATIONAL UNION 

OF PURE AND APPLIED CHEMISTRY (IUPAC)

My personal relations with your world-wide Organization, thanks to close friendships and 
fruitful cooperation, have already extended over some twenty years.

I have carefully calculated the economic and financial aspects: a single minute of your 
distinguished Assembly costs some 10 ООО Swiss francs. For that reason alone, I have never 
taken the floor. This time, the twenty-fifth, I have to make a short statement because I 
have been deputed by the Presidents of the International Council of Scientific Unions and 
the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry to represent the sciences, and more 
particularly chemistry, at your meeting. It is on behalf of Professor J. Bénard, of Paris, 
that I am privileged to make the following statement: the scientific union and all chemists 
and biochemists wish particularly to stress the great desirability of maintaining fruitful 
relationships with WHO. There are examples of effective cooperation at all levels. I will 
mention only the Joint FAO/WHO expert committees, the Committees for the determination of 
acceptable maximum concentrations of toxic substances, the work on narcotics control and our 
joint efforts to ensure high quality in medicinal drugs.

As long as fifteen years ago, when the politicians and the mass media did not even know 
the term "human environment", IUPAC conducted in-depth studies and held symposia in search of 
means for protecting man in his work and in his environment. Thanks to the foresight of 
your Director-General and his staff in Geneva, these symposia were held and the findings 
published under joint WHo/lUPAC sponsorship. I am very happy to take this opportunity of 
expressing deep gratitude for WHO's assistance.

Now, it is not necessary here at the World Health Assembly, which is composed of medical 
scientists, to list the manifold contributions of chemical and biological research and 
industry to world health.

As for the future, in the context of the protection of the human environment, you will 
certainly agree with me that there is too much talk at all levels and that it is for us 
medical experts, hand in hand with the chemists, to undertake some effective work.

Our three world-wide organizations, with their long experience of effective cooperation, 
are well equipped to get to work for the real protection of the health of the world.


