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During its sixteenth meeting held on 25 May 1972 Committee В 
decided to recommend to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly the 
adoption of the attached resolutions relating to the following agenda 
items :

2.8 - Development of the medical use of ionizing radiation

2.11 - Problems of the human environment
Two resolutions have been adopted on this item:

Problems of the h.uman environment
Problems of the human environment - food hygiene



DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEDICAL USE OF IONIZING RADIATION

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General;*

Recalling resolutions WHA19.39 and WHA24.31 which emphasize the role of national health 
authorities and of WHO at the international level in the field of the medical uses of ionizing 
radiation, including protection from radiation hazards;

Noting the need for medical radiological services to be improved as an integral part of 
national health services, particularly in the context of basic health services;

Recognizing that the optimal use of ionizing radiation in many countries in medicine is 
hampered by the shortage of trained manpower;

1. INVITES Member States to co-operate and participate in research on the effects of 
ionizing radiation with a view to improving medical practice and to protecting the population 
against the adverse effects of ionizing radiation;

2. RECOMMENDS that Member States:

(i) give attention to promoting radiation medicine:

(a) by developing, as part of their national health services and in the light of 
their priority needs, facilities for radiodiagnosis, radiotherapy and nuclear 
medicine;

(b) by developing adequate under and postgraduate training of physicians in 
radiological methods, introducing, where necessary, formal training for medical 
physicists and emphasizing the training of radiological technicians;

(ii) establish and review periodically priorities in the programme of radiation 
medicine at the local and national level :

(iii) consider the establishment of legislation and surveillance services to ensure 
the most appropriate use of ionizing radiation and radioisotopes in medicine and for 
other purposes;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(i) to continue technical assistance, where necessary, to Member governments in the 
development of radiation medicine, including:
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(a) assistance and advice for the planning of radiation medicine including 
appropriate radiation protection, within the national health programmes; and

(b) the development of plans and curricula for the training of students and 
personnel in radiation medicine and radiation protection, as well as support for 
training centres;

(ii) to promote the establishment of reference centres for dosimetry applied to the
various forms of radiation medicine, including radiation protection;

(iii) to continue in co-operation with UN'SCEAR, IAEA and other international organiza
tions, as appropriate, to evaluate the world situation as regards the medical use of 
ionizing radiation and the effects of radiation exposure on populations; and

(iv) to report to a future session of the World Health Assembly on the results of 
his evaluation.
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PROBLEMS OF THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General;'*'

Recalling resolutions WHA23.60, WHA24.47 and EB49.R10;

Reiterating the emphasis on the needs listed in paragraph 1 of resolution WHA24.47;

Noting the participation of WHO in the preparation for the United Nations Conference on 
the Human Environment to be held in Stockholm in June 1972;

Stressing the permanent need for the World Health Organization and Member governments 
to secure appropriate means for the protection of human health against adverse effects from 
environmental influences;

Emphasising that the studies and actions to be undertaken or continued need adequate 
financial and technical support,

1. THANKS the Director General for his report and the actions already undertaken;

2. URGES Member governments:

(a) to recognize the great importance of environmental factors and their particular 
relation to health, and

(b) to collaborate with WHO in coordinated health programmes in this field;



3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(a) to continue the activities he was asked, in paragraph 1 of resolution WHA24.471 
in the interests of all countries whether they possess well established health services 
or have yet to develop them;

(b) to take account of the outcome of the UN Conference on the Human Environment in 
Stockholm, as it relates to the constitutional competence and responsibilities of WHO 
and adapt and reinforce as appropriate the Organization's long-term programme in the 
field of environmental health, among other things, with a view to enabling the 
Organization to carry out its work using funds not only from the regular budget but 
also from any international environmental funds that may be established, as well as 
from voluntary contributions; and

(c) to report to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly on the various aspects, set 
forth in the subparagraphs (a) and (b) above.
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"1. THANKS the Director-General, and ENDORSES the report and proposals submitted 
for a long-term programme, by WHO on the human environment, with particular emphasis on 
the following needs:

(a) to improve basic environmental health and sanitation in all countries, and 
notably developing countries, with special emphasis on the provision of adequate 
quantities of potable water and the sanitary disposal of wastes;

(b) to establish and to promote international agreement on criteria, guides and codes 
of practice with respect to known environmental influences on health, with particular 
emphasis on occupational exposure, and water, food, air and waste, and to obtain further 
information on levels and trends of these;

(c) to stimulate the development and coordination of epidemiological health surveillance 
by methods including environmental monitoring systems, in collaboration with other 
national and international efforts, in order to provide basic information on actual
and suspected adverse effects on human health attributable to the environment; arnl

(d) to extend the knowledge of effects of environmental factors on human health by 
collection and dissemination of information, stimulation, support and coordination 
of research, and assistance in the training of personnel;"



PROBLEMS OF THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 

FOOD HYGIENE

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Noting the work of the Organization on the various aspects of food hygiene;

Considering the growing accumulation of harmful agents in the environment, including
food ;

Conscious of the need to protect human health against such agents and in particular to 
protect the consumer against exposure to adverse effects from food contaminants;

Noting further that international trade poses specific problems with respect to food 
contamination and its effects;

Recognizing the need for a comprehensive evaluation of the hazards related to unwholesome 
food and the need for internationally agreed standards of food hygiene,

1. RECOMMENDS that Member States:

(a) collaborate with WHO in the evaluation and setting up of standards for food hygiene; 
and

(b) make use when drafting legislation of such criteria as are elaborated by WHO.

2. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(a) to promote research on the effects on human health of modern food technology, and 
especially of the effect of residues, additives and food contaminants;

(b) to promote international agreement on criteria and acceptability levels for 
biological, physical and chemical contaminants in food;

(c) to intensify the participation of WHO in the Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius 
Commission with a view to protecting the health of consumers;

(d) to prepare, in close collaboration with the Codex Alimentarius Commission, 
guidelines and codes of practice for the hygienic production, processing, storage and 
handling of food;

(e) to develop co-ordinated efforts in this field, taking into account the multiplicity 
of aspects involved;

(f) to report to a future Health Assembly on the action taken in these matters.


